Lounging on the porch of the store above
is 10% of the population of Markleeville,
county seat, and nearly 4% of tha total
population of Alpine County, In areq,
Alping is comparable te Orange Couanty.
In popuiation, it's second smallest in U.S,
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Lounging on the porch of the stare above
is 10% of the population of Markleeville,
county seat, and nearly 4% of ths total
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H
At right, pretty Harriet Hallwinkle, 20,
native of Alpine County, tukes mail to the
Courthouse in Markleerilfe. Blessed with
scenic grandeur, Alpine iz on Mevoda ber-
o dar in Lake Tehoe gouvniry, County had
its first jury trial in 54 years this yeer. e
Stary an Page % Fart [ Al Times phoros by Job& Ma.]ml}‘ E Sl e
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TRANQUI,LLlTY—Dind Waite, 6, P focee s hacmonica beside « pool
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IS THAT ALL? —VYes, almost. Here's the entire school enroliment of Alpine-Coun- g
ty except for one absent pupil. Teacher is Mrs. Louise Robinson. At right is the’ Iy
ruins of old smelter which dates back to Alping’s industrial oge —the silver days. ~

For the cily-bred, the silercs here sometimes sounds louder than Wilshire traffic.
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'AFor 94 years, residents. of Alpin
-~ “'County: in California, and “Douglas,
o ., . Storey, ’ Ormsby, and; . Churchill |
_+Counties in Nevada, “have - been-
7 wrangling about the dxstnbutmn of
*water from the Carson river. -, -
It started back in- 1925 and the
: controversy has raged- contmuously
" * Water allocations have been made
by what appears to be a board with-
out legal standing. ‘Its official title
is “Board of East Fork Water Users /
of East ‘Fork of the Carson. River,
Located in Douglas County, Nev. » l
which sounds legalienough. .
. But the board members ﬁnally\
. have bowed to. a "temporaty re-
1stra.1mng order -and’ Federal court;
“‘aetion’is! now- nearing! completmn
- The +court - has -appointed. a wdter!
.master, <and - it appears: that ‘after
~imearly a quarter of a century, the
’bltter ‘fight” ‘over: Carson Paver
water is to be settled. !
.The foregoing is passed along. by
a:former resident.of the Nevada
area involved, who maintains the’
-principal * question is not yet an-.
swered. From personal 'observance,
over a period of even more than 24
years, he says the b1g query 1s
“What, water?”

7
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SELECTIVE TRIMMING .4

Alpmo Folks Prefé’r'Trees,
So Slot Machines Must Go

s

The - ‘way..the trees grow up
in the mountains it’s next to im-
possible to tell whether you are
in Alpme, Amador or Eldorado
County. .

It got so, however, you couldn’t
see the trees for the slot ma-
chines and punchboards in Dave
Piazza’s tavern.

It is in a “no man’s land,” a
roughly surveyed area at the in-
tersection of the three mountain
counties. Officials of each county
couldn’t’ decide which had juris-
diction—until Alpine Courity’s

Dist. Atty W. Coburn ‘Cook and
Sheriff: Orrin Brown found an
old statute . giving the county

jurisdiction 500 yards beyond its

boundary.

They arrested Piazza and his’
bartender, Manley Ressler. Yes-
terday in the court of Justice of

the Peace A. L. Love in Wood-:
a|fords, Alpine County, Piazza paid;

a $500 fine and Ressler one for
$200. = .

Alpine County also confiscated
the machines. Now you can ‘see
the trees. .

RN



_County), Oct. 22.—An Ozkland

. of three hearings before the

" Survey party, headed by J. D.

‘Ineer,
‘|headed by Prof. W. H. Brewer

MARKLEEVILLE (Alpine

consulting engineer, John P.
Ryan, of 5932 Ocean View Drive,
supported the bid .of this tiny
mountain county’ for territorial
expansion yesterday at the first

State Tiands Commisison.

The hearings will continue to-
morrow and Friday in Sonora,
Tuolumne County.

Ryan. presented original notes
of the 1863 Stale Geological

Whitney, to substantiate Alpine
County’s claim to portions of
Tuolumne “County as well as
Calaveras and Amador counties.

Alpine County was carved out

of these three counties by.the
state Legislature in 1864. ILoca-
tion of the Sonora trail at that
time is at issue in the present
dispute, because the trail was
named. in the act as a portion
of the boundary between Alpine
and Tuolumne counties.

. Ryan also presented some 200
old maps, which ‘he said were
“buried” in ‘the Umver51ty of
California geology building since
1889 when they were presented

to the university. These, too, sub-|

stantiate the Alpine County claim
against Tuolumne County and
indicate also that Alpine’s west-
ern boundary should be farther
west than it is at present located.

An array of -Alpine County
pioneer residents testified yes-

COU NT[ES G

SONORA Oct. 23. —Spokesme

route of a State Geological Sur-

of the inter-county boundary dis-

|pute” resumed “before the State

Lands Commission.

Ross Carkeet, former Tuolumne
County district attorney, chal-
lenged the testimony of John P
Ryan, Oakland consulting engi-
that the gecological party

foHowed Deadman Creek. Ryan
testified on Tuesday at Marklee-

‘iville,” Alpine County, that Pro-

fessor Brewer's noiles which he

-luncovered in the University of
‘|California

geology department
showed that the party followed
this creek and said that he found

0 BACK TO ’63

1942

terday, mcludlng Sheriff Orrin

Brown, Coroner George Coyan,|

Walter~ Thornburg, .Grant Mer-
rill and Harry .Hawkins.v

It was brought out also “that
‘Alpine County is at present col-

lecting taxes on property lying
west of where Calaveras County

is taxing property. There is af!
six-mile belt where the boundary|"
between these two counties -is|'

uncertain, Ryan-stated. " -~
Jurisdiction over some 30 000
acres of forest-land is at-issue

in the dispute between- Alpme:

I nce In / _
. 3- C@unw Baundaw War

va

—

PUREVEPREY

and Tuolumne Counties. Alpine’s
District . Attorney W. Coburn
Cook- said’ as: much_ as 94, 000
acres may be at issue in’thej
claims dgainst the three counties. |

n the remains of a bndge men- was alon
for, Alpine and Tuolumne Coun-|tioned in the notes. .
Under “cross - questioning by

& /623 é‘j‘{ﬁ' ;{"‘i :

‘Boundary Row Is 'Rough”

i Deadman Creek or,
earlier routes lying further south..

ties -wrangled- today over the|

Carkeet today, Ryan admitted

ithat th i - i by
véy party in 1863 as the héaring! hat the bridge ‘mentioned by

Professor Brewer could have
been "at the intersection of the
Clark and Middle Forks of the
Stanislaus River.

Location of the route followed
by this_survey party is at issue
in the dispute because the legis-
lative enactment of. 1864 which
created Alpine County fixed its
boundary with Tuolumne County
on what was then known as the
Sonora Trail. Several- different
routes had been traveled by pio-
neers crossing the Sierra crest in
this region, which were known
as the Sonora Trail.

Alpine County contends that
the trail referred to in the act

Tuolumne County argues that!
the boundary should be ~along
Clark Fork.

Jurisdiction over from 30,000
to 90,000 acres of forest land 'is

at stake in the :hearings being|,
Col. Rufus Put-|

conducted by

nam, executive officer for the

Lands Commission. The commis-|;
sion will decide the dispute on|-

the basis of testimony and ex-
hibits presented at the hearings.
The first: witness. for Tuol-

umne County was.to be Carroll
McTarnahan, nearing -390 years,|.

who was county surveyor from
1890 to 1894. His.home is now in
San Francisco.

Included in the dlsputed ter-|

ritory are about 155 summer
homes and. several resorts.

- -
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hearings on little Alpine County’s

bid for territorial and financial
_{growth ‘Were: postponed today.be-|

cause of the death in Turlock of
the father of Ross Carkeet, who

in the boundary dlspute._ o
- Col. Rufus 'W. Putnam, execu-
tive officer of the State Lands
Commission taking testimony in

until November 20, when word
reached here that Stephen Car-
keet, 72, had died. A retired Tur-
lock merchant, he suffered a
heart attack on Thursday. )
At yesterday’s = session - two
State -officials supported-the Al-
pine County contention that its

boundary should be shifted south|:

at the expense of Tuolumne
County."

‘One of the w1tnesses was
“Tracy L. Atherton, topographer
of the .State Division of Water
Resources, who said that he has|’,
studied many old maps but never
found one that shows a continu-
ous trail over Clark Fork.

This is the route which Tu-
olumne. County contends was

_known as-the Sonora Trail and

should be the Boundary between
Alpine and Tuolumne County.
QUESTION OF TAXES

Alpine County contends the
Sonora trail was along Deadman

is representing Tuolomne, County/|

‘Commission,  Alpine County

the case, continued “the hearing|

'didn’t know -exactly what. maps

Special To The Tribune

SONORA Oct ‘2. ——Fllltllell(:leel{ or even farther south, the with the Division of Highways, |,
Senora Emigrant ‘trail. The legis-

lature of 1864, which created Al-
pine County, designated ' the
border 51mply as the Sonora
Tlall

. Dependingion wh1ch version:is
-accepted- by the State ~Lands

could gain ]ur1sd1ct10n over 30,-
.000 to 90,000 acres of forest land
- Property taxes and income
from logging and grazing, which
Tuolumne County has been col-
lecting, would then go to Alpine
County.

Atherton, called by Dist. Atty.
.W. Coburn Cook, of Alpine, con-
ceded that Prof. W. H. Brewer,
-who headed a State Geological
Survey party in 1863 went down
:Clark Fork and called it Sonora
Trail-in his notes, but said he

was satisfied fthat the “Sonora'
Trail” referred to by .the legisla-;
ture of 1864. was "not the Clark‘

Fork route.

Under:' a blistering - cross-
examination by ‘Attorney Ross
Carkeet, of Tuolumne County,
however, - he' admitted that he

were available to ‘the legislature

when Alpine County was formed,|

nor did he know how many
times the bill. creating Alpine
had been rewritten.

The other Alpine witness was

Clark Fork route was the

L. D. Packard, senior engineer

SONORA, Oct. 25 (APY.—Al-
pine County—population 327—is
fighting with dusty history books
and parchment. maps for a
42,000-acre chunk of High Sierra
claimed by ad,]()l.lllﬂﬁ' Tuolumne
County. - :

W. Coburn Cook district al-
lorney for California's least pop-
[ulous county, recently introduced
11,863 documents before a State
‘Land Commission hearing on a
Tuolumne-~Alpine boundary feud.

Sessions hegan Tuesday in the

Mm@g_@ County Fights
For Tuolumne Strip

pine County, then moved fo the
Tuolumne County courthouse ab
Sonora. i

Alpine .claims Tuolumne is
drawing $25.000. a year in prop-
erty taxes and anolher $10,000

from the federal.government on
land which actually is inside the
southern boundary of Alpine.

lspuﬁ'e Hearmfngélayéd

who said he does not think thel"

Sonora Trail of 1864.
TELLS OF TRIP

Counter testimony came from|'
F.F. Johnston, Tuolumne County|.
game warden for, the past "18
years, who told of a- trip up the
Clark Fork. trail. ;

Johnston said ‘trees were
blazed' and the trail good and
well marked. He ‘testified that
old time cattlemen in the area
told him of a wagon still on thel:
Clark Fork seven or eight years
ago near the Sonora.Pass.

Yesterday’s hearing was halted
abruptly in mid-afterhoon when
Carkeet. was called’ out because
of the serious illness of his father
in Turlock.

PP e—

The disputed strip, as wide as™

eight’ miles, contains 155 sum-
mer homes, and well: known re-
sorts such as Strawherry, Pine-

village of Markleville, seat of Al-

crest. Dardanelles and Kennedy,
Meadows. !

A



' be California’s sma}lest but not

v"

. Alpme County (pop'250) may ’

| the least vocak: . i
As of now Alpme Coun’cy 15\
' fighting with -its. neiglibors—Al-}:
- pine, Tuolumne and.Calaveras-|;
in a red hot boundary-dispute.: -|.

- And it is challenging the‘.Fed-
eral Government over water|:
rights along the Carson River.

‘Comes the third, -and possibly |
the most . 51gn1f1cant develop-
ment. The Algme Chronlgle '

‘Been” revived. It appeared at
arkleeville last Week ‘with' W.
Colburn' Cook, distriet” attorney.
of Alpine County,_as 1ts pub-
lisher. -
The first issue reported on the
two legal battles, under a boast-
ful banner headline: “Little Al—
pine Is Bigger Than You Think.”}

+ The Chronicle claix.ns.tp,have‘ i W

been the first newspaper pubal
lished on the eastern slope of the
Sierra Nevada Mountains. Tt was
founded. at Markleeville in 1864
by Robert Folger. Alpine County
and timbering.

* Soon afterward, - the. county,
zeat was moved to Silver Moun-|
‘tain City, and the paper moved |
with it. In the early 70°s, when{

the silver ran out of the moun-|--

tain and the city died, Marklee-|

ville got back both.the county|

seat and the newspaper.
- Another move came about 1878
. when Bridgeport boomed with a

silver strike, but it died and so|

did the paper. :
V-—-’I‘HE KNA\’E

g i

'ln Border Row;

MARKLEEVILLE -Alplne

County, March 5.—Already em-' '

broiled.in a boundary dispute!
with one of its nexghbormg coun-.

‘ties;’ Tuolumnq httle Alpine;

County today petitioned-the State’
Lang" Commlsswu to , determine
its " frontier, with Amador ‘and
CaIl‘elxlveras Counties.
€ action was taken’

Board of Supervisors’ olzly 311:
recomrnendatlon ‘of Dist, Atty.
Coburn Cook -He 'said . the.
|north end of the boundary is well |
established at Kirkwood’s resort

on State Highway 88, but the(

southern -bortion “is not k
‘ nown.”
' ‘Involved in the ‘new. d1spute‘
are about’ 500 acres of assessahble

land, - There is a variation "of|-

about 12 miles jn- the
locati
_of the boundary claimed by ;lilel
various ‘
Cook. countles, accordlng 1o,
“Assessments in the z
rall mixed up,” he said. ea el

- w ww
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- OF KIT CARSON,,

{ ontier scout,
b WANTED P A
- FUGITIVE FRoM A.
GPDDLERS

# onECENT

" REWARD==:
- Wh5 ONCE OFFERED
. FORTHE CAPTURE .

- APPR’ENWCEG///P/ “

-, 32 3 & i et AR T 4
el Gopr. nanw'v;lmrmmswdxau.mcé
él SFoms e T, 5. Fots Qff.—All zighis pozcrved

KIT CARSON o
: After leading Fremott in’co..C.a‘l
fornia; besides other ‘hazardous

Kit Carson fourrd that b

iences _
D o pever: be

ission had e
Army COmmiss ‘had never 5
tconfirmed. However, 1 }_1.16 -

TR T e e T =
T -

War he was commissioned’

- brigadier general. :

QI Wwoitld Tilke'some ‘informatidn

: it Carson.
o Where was he born? ‘Wheye

name?
. did he spend

What was his real

his boyhood?

- ————

AF

~Ti Tesearchfor-stilh-another Wester:
picture, “Kit Carson,” the Edwarc
Small Productions studied the famous

tisement, carried by the Missour: Intel

ligencer for October 6, 1826:

“NOTICE: To Whom it may con-
cern: That Christopher Carson, a boy
about sixteen years old, small of his age,
but thickset, light hair, ran away from
« the subscriber, living in Howard Co.,
- Mo., to whom he had been bound to
Hearn the saddler’s trade, on or about the
Mfirst day of September last. He is sup-
Wposed to have made his way towards
Wthe upper part of the state. All persons
re notified not to harbor, support or
ubsist said boy under the penalty of
he law. One cent reward will be given
o any person who will bring back said
tboy. (Signed) David Workman.”

VE% Eégly &%NFIRMEP '

H 0 oo CoMING]

- T ETTstopher  Carson” was: DOT]
. “A—Christopher o 1809
year old he w3

taken to Howard County, Mo. IE"Imli

served as a saddler apprentice. 1

in Madison  County, Ky.,

When ‘only one
.the time that he was 15 to

i s
826 he started on his career 2
%mnter, trapper and scout; when
accompanied a party of hunters
Santa Fe, New Mexico.
RADIO QEAD A OTTTT

rt
GG EEZE

=]

|

|

| scout’s boyhood and found this adver-
S
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LONESOME ROAD °

Colin.

Iletcher,
been relating his experiences
while walking the length of
California, “in this installment
coines upon thot lush and un-
forgettable area known as Al
pine county.

who  hus

By Colin Fleicher

OU'LL find some heauy-

tiful country up there,”
they'd told me at the Marine
Corps camp beside the West
Walker. And when, after two
days, my knee was well
enough for+me to start up

TRAVEL

inte the hills again, I found
they were right.

Soon I was beyond the last
training camp and the last
road and threading my way up
through the first true forest
of my trip. Aspen groves bor-
dered the little creeks, and
everywhere were firs and
pines and tamaracks and, on
the higher sfopes, the massive

ou Can't F@rg@%

1 the deepest shade.-

land'a flat expanse of grass-|

.edge.of the trees, and a white-{1

1unlpers known locally as’
“cedars.”

I hit the first snowhanks
just above 9200 feet, but they
were only small patches .in

The 10,000:f60t pass—still
partly snow-covered and sur-
rounded by crags, soaring
cliffs, and hanging snowfields
—gcommanded a magnificent
view down Silver King creek
and into the heart of apftly-
named Alpine county. I camp-
ed that first night near the
headwaters of the creek at
about 9000 feet. The heauly of
that secret, unspoiled country
captured me immediately, and -
held me as such g willing cap-
{ive that it was a week before |
I had covered the 15 miles :
miles downstream tfo where |
Silver. King loses its identity
in’ the East Carson river.

No one who has- traveled -

down Silver King could forget
the meadows. The cool, shady -
forest comesto a sudden halt,

land opens out on either side
ofithe creek. A group of black |
Angus cattle browses at thej,

faced Hereford ‘meditates in|
the open sunhght its legs al-
most hidden in the lush erass
A doe-««or even a buck t s

near sibrise or sunset— -

Alace o

]

ing insects. Then, at the foot
of the meadow, Where the
trees draw in and tlge boulders
start again, the creek gathers
itself together before plung-
ing headlong once more.

Inside the forest is a carpet
‘of "color, Among ‘the irees

grow blue and purple and
‘white lupines, five-pointed,

hanging-head yellow and red

Y rverensim B | e o

ne 'mads, eitﬁer The only

‘way in‘is on foot or by pauk

1101";8.

1 ‘dragged myself away at
lastifrom the lush meadows of
upper Silver King (also known
as ish valley), and went dowh
pasi; Llewellyn falls, past’the
old {logging - camps, past the
steep canyon with the granite
clitf weathered almost PIaQK

.w—;f,

\,) N
h

*Colm Fletcher loalw at the dlstant waters of Lake Tahne

}
i
'
i

does havje the onl
sheriff in:California

You might possil
though, from the v
lakes and great ex
untauched country
map, that today the
of Alpme( depends 1
the * ~vist trade—
larg  on fisherr
hunters. When 1 ca
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the meadows. The cool, shady

forest comes to a'sudden halt,
land a flat expanse of grass-
land opens out on either side
of the creek, A group of black
Angus cattle browses at the
edge of the trees, and a white-
faced Hereford medltates in
the open sunlight, its legs al-
most hidden in the lush grass.
A doe—-or even a buck, if it is
near sunrise or sunset———gL azes
close by.

Here at the' top of the
meadow, the creek rushes
white ainong granite boulders;
hut soon it meanders lazily
and draws sweeping :silver
t loops across the green land-
scape, ‘The water is' shallow
wnow, and runs musically over

a graVel bed. In the back}:

eddies, trout suck down float-

|

ing insects, Then, at the foot
of the meadow, where the
trees draw in and tl)e boulders
start again, the creek gathers
itself together before plung-
ing headlong once more,
Inside the forest'is a carpet
of color. Among 'the trees
grow blue and purple and
white : lupines, five-pointed,
hanging-head yellow and red
flowers, red and orange
Indian paintbrush, three en-
tirely different kinds of sun-
flowers, and a lily identical
to the yellow and orange
‘desert mariposa but with
white petals and purple mark-
ings. round the stamen.

Map of Alpine
I'd been in Silver King
valley for four days when I

‘met Charlie Roberts and Sid

Henderson, who ride up every
few weeks to check the cattle,
(Apart from two forest war-
dens, also on horseback, I
saw, no one else all week.)
Connell’s "Cow Camp—a
single .log eabin, where I
stayed two days with Charlie
and Sid before they went out

—is the only building stand-

ing in the whole length of
Silver ng valley. There are

no roads, either. The only
way in is on foot or by pack
horse. ‘

1 dlagged myself away at

last from, 'the Iush meadows of
upper Silver King (also known
as Fish Valley) and went dowfl
past Liewellyn falls, past the
old logging camps, past the
steep canyon with the granite
cliff weathered almost black,
and came out in the broad
meadow: where the creek
meets the East Carson river.

You can learn a lot abouf
Alpine countv merely by look-
ing at the names on the map;
Silver and Silver King creeks,
Silver peak, and Silver Moun-
tain City tell you that thele
Was once a mining hoom ‘in
that broken, mountainous
country.; Jeff Davis peak,
Pickett’'s: peak, and Fred-
eucl\sbulg date the hoom—
for 'when the first silver dis-
coveries Taised false hopes of
an extension of the Comstock
Lode, the men:who swarmed
into Alpine were mostly Civil
War veterans, The rough,
tough outlook of the mining
boom is reflected in such
colovful names as Hangman’s
bridge, The Nipple, and Bor-
der Ruffian lake. And you'll
find " the necessary. confrast

1in ‘Faith, Hope and - Chamty

ia}le\'s dl\d Sunqet lake :

But’ the map ‘will ot tell
you that Alpine’s  permanent
population of under 300 is
the smallest of any county in
the United ;States. It will not
tell you that in all Alpine
there is no church, no bank,
no telephone exchange no
movie house, no parking
meter—and - only one year-

| round bar, Nor will if tell you

thal, the -counf{y boasts no
doctor, no :lawyer, no police-
man, no harber, no huicher,
no candlestick-maker—bul it

does have the only woman
sheriff in California.

You might possibly guess,
though, from the rivers and
lakes and great expanses of
untouched country on the
map, that' today the economy
of Alpine depends mainly on
the tourist trade—and very
largely on fishermen and
hunters. When I came down
out of the Silver King country,|
and hit roads, the first two

establishments I saw were both
dedicated to sportsmen. (I
say “establishments” because
neither boasted a permanent
building), I arrived at Dave
Roberts’ Wolf cereek pack
station, soaked through from
a hail and rainstorm that had
swept down from the peaks,
and was grateful to share his,
campfire and find a cmnel
for my sleeping bag in his
temporary tackroom.

Sheriff in Skirts

,Next day, in Markleeville,

Mrs. Lucile M. Brown—sheriff
of Alpine” counly—told me
some: fascinating history of
the country from the time it
was a hustling mining center,
through resetilament-as» anLh
land by fzerman inmmigrants,
up to the present' day. Sae
showed me the old county
jail, with its massive wmdow
baas still "in place, that is
now one of the; outbuildings
of her motei, '

Markleeviile is the county
seat of Alpine, The roadsigns

outside town quote ils popu-|
lation as 100, but I was told!

{hat an unofficial count lale
¢1e night in the har—Lhe
only bar— had failed to raise
beyond 54,

Five miles beyond Man\lee—
ville, close below Hawkins’
peak, I found Harry Hawkins
in his weatherbeaten old

years—and I've seen se’
five of them. I can remu
the last log-drive dow:
river; Round ’89, that’
80,000 cords went dow:

When I saw Mr. Ha
he was standing besic
Model A coupe, leanii
one of his ireasures—i
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- does have the only woman

sheriff-in California.

You might possibly guess,
though, from the rivers and
lakes and great expanses of
untouched couniry on -the
map, that today the economy
of Alpine depends mainly on
the tourist trade—and very

out of the Silver King country

dedicated fo sporfsmen.
say “establishments” because

Roberts’ Wolf creek pack
-station;-soaked through from
a hail and rainstorm that had
swept down from the peaks,

-of Alpine’s earliest settlers.
~And it was she who suggested
.naming Markleeville after

‘ years—and I've seen seventy-

largely —omw ~fishermen"and |’
hunters. When I came down|

and bhit roads, the first two|
establishments I saw were both!
1

neither boasted a permanent’
building). I arrived at Dave

“md was grateful fo share his!
.ampfire and find a corner

Tfor my sleeping bag in his:

temporary tackroom.

Sheriff in Skirts

) Nexﬁ day, in. Biarklegvmgi

B2 s 8

SF Clhconcle

The rd;zfe of Fletcher’s salifar); trek

wooden house with ils' odd
angles and gables—and TV
antenna. “Yes,” he said, strok-
ing his carefully groomed
beard, “the peak was named
after my grandmcther, one

Jacob Marklee, a friend of
hers and first man to take
up land there. . S
“Alpine has quite a history,
you know. Blew up like a
bubble—and burst like ope.
I1t’s all happened in a hundred

flintlock 7ifle marked Har-

five of them. I can remember
the last log-drive down the!

per’s Ferry, 1839°. -

I went on down the reoad,
through the cutskirts of -
Woodfords (the signboard

said Pop. 87), struck up Wil |

low creek, and climbed onte
the ridge of the Oarsoi Range ”
near Freel peak. Before me,
like a map, spread Lake
Tahoe. Behind lay the ‘cup’

that is Alpine county, its rim

the still-white Sierra peaks,
its bowl a confused mass of

lesser mountains, its lip pours .~

ing out eastwards down- tha"
Carson and into the Nevada
desert. i

In two weeks I had znot -

i

3

river. Round ’89, that'd be. even skimmed the surface of .
that wild county or its color~ -

80,000 cords went down.”
When I saw Mr. Hawkins
he was standing beside . his’
Model A coupe, leaming on
one of his freasures—a long

E

ful history. But as I cut west-~
ward down through-the tim-
ber, I knew I'd be coming
back to Alpine someday.

3
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By Peggy Trego

RKLEEVILLE, Alpine
- Alongside the Ebbetts
Highway, a few miles
i the site of once roar-
lver Mountain and a few
miles west of stili bright-
Markleeville, is the re-
r of a strange story
han a century old. It is

+ graveyard with only
-aves, one marked with

sfully carved piece of

3, the other with only a
n wedge, ,
ile farther east from the
. rises a gaunt brick
ey, and near it a once
r house stands beside
was once a neat garden.
are part of the story,
Ithough only the old-

in Markleeville can
su an idea of what part
igments played in the
«ce of long ago.

. Big Way

, in the.1850s, the story
when Lord Chalmers of
d set up his dreams of
n tangible form. A sil-
1e was the basis for the
and it was to be the
silver mine west of the
ick Lode,
omplete hig household,
“halmers married the
. gentle Mrs, Laughton,
w with one sen, Harry,
id made a living in the
vidow's world of the
oy cooking and caring
ious families. She bore
irs a son, Lewis, and a
ar whose name has not
1 in the memories of
timers. '
v few years, it seeme
y life. And then Lord[
s bade his wife and

raveyard Recalls
arkleev
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Markleevillé, perched atop the Sierra Nevada, appears dif-
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. smelter — and a tinv

| residents. They recall also the story of the woman he married.




mnge Tale

v

By Peggy Trego

RKLEEVILLE, Alpine
- Alongside the Ebbetts
Highway, a few miles
if the site of once roar-
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By Peggy Trego
RRLEEVILLE, Alpine
- Alongside the Ebbetts
Highway, a few miles
if the site of once roar-
tver Mountain and a few
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Bjr Peggy Trego

MARKLEEVILLE, Alpine
Co, — Alongside the Ebbetts
Pass Highway, a few miles
east of the site of once roar-
ing Silver Mountain and a few
more miles west of still bright-
eyed Markleeville, is the re-
minder of a strange story
more than a century old. It is
a tiny graveyard with only
two graves, one marked with
a carefully carved piece of
marble, the other with only a
wooden wedge, )

A'mile farther east from the
graves rises a gaunt brick
chimney, and near it a once
stately house stands beside
what was once a neat garden,
These are part of the story,
too, - although only the old-
timers in Markleeville can
give wou an idea of what part
the-fragments played in the
sequence of long ago.

. Big Way

Hers, in the. 1850s, the story
v 2 when Lord Chalmers of
.. .and set up his dreams of
glory in tangible form. A sil-
ver mine wag the basis for the

- dream, and it was to be the

finest- silver mine west of the
Comstock Lode,

To complete his household,
Lord Chalmers married the
stately, gentle Mrs. Laughton,
a widow with one son, Harry,
who had made a living in the
hard - widow’s world of the
18505 by cooking and caring
for various families, She bore
Chalmers a son, Lewis, and a
daughter whose name has not
lingered in the memories of
the oldtimers.

For a few years, it seemed

iny Graveyar

{ Markleav

s I

Sac, 2et

t ~22-59

Viarkleevilie, perched ato? Vthé Sierra Nevada, appears dif-
ferently now than it did back in the 1850s but the story of
Lord Chalmers, as he was known, still is recalled by oldtime

a happy life. And then Lord
Chalmers bade his wife and
two small children farewell

residents. They recall also the stor
and whom he deserted when he
. British style house, now in disrep:

while he made a visit home,
promising to return soon. It
was, of course, a promise he
never kept.

Did Net Mewsn

Mrs., Laughton-Chalmers
went back to her former life,
using her income from house-
keeper’s chores to augment
th~ accasional sums sent her
: England, and she did not
Ti-ain Openly,

Tragedy struck her first in
May, 1872. Lewis, then 21,
fell when he crossed thaw
swollen Silver Creek behind
the fine home and the rozring

strasmn Adzehad hism da Adanth

He was buried not far from
the Chalmers home, and the
marble marker was placed on
his grave.
Daughter Left

Soon afterward, they say,
the Chalmers daughter ran
away to see what excitement
lay in the big cities beside
San Francisco Bay and found
work as a chambermaid.
Youthfully selfish and strong
willed, the daughter did not
write her mother that she

had 2 “position” and friends
Pralplamd  ceoidda

ey

o vl e’

ie N
alm i T mvrslndoe

made her home, The grieving
mother set out to find her
child, tramping miles of side-
walle in ths strengs, bustling
world of San Francisco. And
it was here, far away from the
gentler wilderness "of Silver
Mountain and Markleville
that she finally succumbed to
the three unbearable losses of
her: life, seeking and finding
death in a dreary hotel room.

It was a long time later that
the" second grave was added
to the tiny cemetery along-
side Ebbatts Pass Road. Harry

Al maaTrm  mann wendaom

may have found out the true

facts behind the surface gtory
as it is remembered today,
lived in Markieeville as an old
man. Well liked, Harry had
told friends that when he died
he wanted to lie beside his
half brother, Lewis, to whom
he had been devoted during
Lewis’ brief life. And the
friends honored Harry Laugh-
ton’s request when he died,
even though it was deep win-
ier and took a bulldozer to
clear a road to the little ceme-
tery and dynamite to dig the
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Tiny Graveyard Recalls
Of Markleeville British Lord' |

By Peggy Trego

MARKLEEVILLE, Alpine
Co, — Alongside the Ebbetts
Pass Highway, a few miles
east of the site of once roar-
ing Silver Mountain and a few
more miles west of still bright-
eyed Markleeville, is the re-
minder of a strange story

more than a century old, It is
a tiny graveyard _with only
two graves, one marked with
a carefully carved piece of
marble, the other with only a
wooden wedge,

A mile farther east from the
graves rises a gaunt brick
chimney, and near it a once
stately house stands beside
what was once a neat garden.
These are part of the story,
too, although only the old-
timers in Markleeville can
givewyou an idea of what part
the -fragments played in the
sequence of long ago.

Big Way

Here, in the.1850s, the story
began when Lord Chalmers of
England set up his dreams of
glory in tangible form. A sil-
ver mine was the basis for the
dream, and it was to he the
{inest silver mine west of the
Comstock Lode,

To complete his household,
Lord Chalmers married the
stately, gentle Mrs, Laughton,
a widow with one son, Harry,
who had made a lizing in the
hard widow’s world of the
1850s by cooking and caring
for various families. She bore
Chalmers a son, Lewis, and a
daughter whose name has not
lingered in the memories of
the oldtimers.

For a few years, it seemed . : . ‘ .

a happy life. And then Lord) =~ Markleeville, perched atop the Sierra Nevada, appears dif- , residents. They recall also the storv of the woman he married. . smelt
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The stoty goés that after his return to his homeland he married
again and inherited a real title. '
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When Lord Chalmers built his house he wanted it
to remind him of England, so he followed the British

style with chimneys on each end and a porch across
the front. The building is dying of neglect.

€
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Tiny Markleeville

i

By DICI( MADSEN
Tribune  Staff Reporter -

1'01 seventy years a city has
been asleep.

The county - seat of Callfomla s

simallest. county, population-wise,
it has not changed its size apprec-
jably since before the turn of the
cenlur Y. ’

DBut today,. Malkleeville in Al-
pine counly, just south of Lake
Taloe, is. on the threshold of a
new birth of:activity. Once with a
population . nearly 30 times :its
present citizenry, Markleeville ‘to-
day has a chance to start 1ega1n~
ing its lost importance.

The mty ‘now with only 120
year-round. residents, is staking
its hopes for future growth on five
crucial developmerits. i

First, the Luther Pass highway
(State Highway 89) 'is being re-
located and. reconstructed. "It
should: he complated in another
year or so, acc01d1ng to county of-
Jicials.

Second, an anstllp near Ma1k~

Jeeville has been proposed, and the

fivst sleps taken towards construc-

“Lion, ! S

Third, a‘t dam w111 be 'bullt as

‘part of the Washoe, Project which

will create a lalge lal(e not too fa1

* fromi the area. f

Fourth,’ the1e is a -distinct pos—
sibility. the: iCalifornia Divisions iof
Beaches and Parks will develop‘
hot springsiwest of :the town. '!

And filth} there is a possxblhty
{hat considerable public land may

he opened for summer cabins,
Thea reacnn thaca itame ae~ e

. and of all Alpme county for that

matter.

' Residents are optlmlstlc that the
Luther Pass new highway will help
their town drain off some of Lale
Tahoe’s growth and business. The
airport will further make the city
accessable to the'outside world. -

The dam’s lake should attrdct
boaters, water—skie.rs',' ‘and ' other
persons interested in water rec-
reation. - ,

The hot springs recreation could
be a big attraction to summer and
winter tourists. '

And the summer cabins will un-
doubtedly bring in more money
to the county inerchants.

Few persons in Markleeville
think the growth will equal the
rush of a century-ago when gold
and silver were discovered nearby,
but with California continuing to
expand, it would seem a pretty
good bet that Markleeville will
grow- too.

: Alpine county. was originally a.

part of Utah Territory. The first
men to actually see the Marklee-
ville area were those of John Fre-
mont's expedition. Pushing down
from Oregon, Fremont — led by
the = scout Kit Carson — came
thlough Nevada into .Mono coun-
ty, and ‘then cir cled back into the
Carson Valley. .

In. the middle of w1nte1 1844,
they camped on a plateau known
now, as 'Grover’s ‘Hot: Springs,
west of Markleeville, .

Three years later, Samuel Bran-
nan, leader of a Mormon party;
gathered a party at Placerville

Awakening From 7O'fY€eiar Sleep |

a‘, tree near the summit of the
Carson Pass, and dropped down:
the West Fork of the Calson Riv-
Eventually his par Ly made his
base at what is now thfe settlement
of Woodfords, north of Marklee-
ville. It was the first white settle-
ment on the east side of the Sierra
in this region: (For a: short time
it was a station for the Pony Ex-
press,) !

The first pelmanent 1nhab1tant
of Markleeville howevex, did not
sattle until 1851. Jacob J. Marklee
in September located a land claim
of 110 acres and registered it in
Douglas county, Nevada

He built a cabin on\the site of
the present-day courthouse in
Markleeville, It was made entirely
of wood and shakes. Even the door
hinges were made of wood say old-
timers. .

Marklee made money out of the
Comstock rush in 1859-1864, just
by staying home. He ‘operated a

‘toll bridge across the Markleeville

Creek, just below his cabin. °

In 1861 the area had,it own sil-
ver boom. A group of Scandina-
vians in 1858 had founded the town
of Koenigsberg, south of Malklee-\
ville. They: discovered "l rich veln
of silver, and the rush was on,

Prospectors settled thele and ‘in
0the1 mining - camps alound the
vein. .The town of Markleeville
Sprung up ar ound Marklze’s, cabin.

Momlm Summit- Clty‘ Silver
King, Hope Valley, Bulllon and
Mogul todk their place beside
the other famed mining towns of
the West. . !

lay Be
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Third, a dam will be built as
part of the Washoe Project which
will create a large lake not too far

“ from the area. :

Fourth, there.is a distinct pos-
sibility the California Divisions of
Beaches and Parks will develop a
hot springs west of the town.

And fifth, there is a possibility
ihat considerable public land may
be cpened for summer cabins.

The reason these items are Im-
portant to Markleeville is that rec-

reation is the lifeblood of the city, |

monts expedition. Fushing down
from Oregon, Fremont — led by
the - scout Kit Carson — came
through Nevada into Mono coun-

ty, and then circled back into the|

Carson Valley. :

In. the middle of winter, 1844,
they camped on a plateau known
now. as Grover’s Hot Springs.
west of Markleeville.

~_Three years later., Samuvel Bran-

nan, leader of a Mormon party,
gathered a party at Placerville
and started across the Sierra to
meet Brigham Young. He found
Kit Carson’s name and a date on

vians in 1838 had founded the town
of Koenigsberg, south of Marklee-
ville. They discovered a rich vein
of silver, and the rush was on.
Prospectors settled. there and.in
other mining camps around the
vein. .The town of Markleeville
sprung up around Marklee’s cabin.

Monitor, Sumimit City, Silver
King, Hope WValley, Bullion, and
Mogul__took .  their place. bheside
the other famed mining towns of
the West.

In 1863, Koenigsberg: (its name
had been changed to Silver Moun-
tain} hit the 3000-population mark.




It had five l&ge mines, numerous

smaller operations, six hotels, un-|

counted saloons, a Wells Fargo
station, telegraph to Markleeville

hence to Genoa., two daily
.. ~spapers, and a jail with 18-
inch-thick walls. It became the
first seat of Alpine county in 1864,
after Alpine was finally located in
California instead of the Nevada

nelo.._...

But whlle Sutros foreman had
drilled 20,000 fe=t at Virginia City,
he had only drilleqd 8000 at Silver
Mountain when Chalmers’

tal ran out again.
He was" through,

sunk - $2,000,000 .more
mines than he had gotten out. His

miner_s passed the
. managed to g
he died penmless.

With" Chalmers’ -end," 1t was the
“end of Markleeville’s ‘boom: " days.
The last residents turnad to cattle
and lumbering.
while they made money by send-.
- ing hundreds of thousands of cords
of wood down the Carson River |
for use in the Virginia City mines.
But when they died, little was left.
In 1875 the county seat was trans-

grazing

fered from Silver

Markleeville, but it was little con-
solation. Markleeville’s population

had -dropped to a

and the county’s total: population
was only 1204, according to sonmwe

_reports.

2t to England, where

Territory. :

Markleeville had a similar boom.
A wagon road was completed over
Ebbets Pass, bringing in supplies
to the growing mining towns.
Markleeville’s population hit near-
ly 3000 also,,and the total number
of persons in Alpine county hit
the 12,000 figure.

But Marklee did not live to se2

ro had done on the Virginia City -
mines, and hired Sutro’s’ ex-fore-
man to build a tunnel under Silver !
Mountain to drain the mines and |
to get at the ore from the bottom.

But between the demonetization
_of_silver.in 1873 and_his_British ,
. gold mine folding up, he ran into
difficulties. The sheriff seized his |
debt-ridden- properties.

He returned to England, organ-
ized ‘'a new firm, and with the new
. capital, began to work. He envis-
ioned a great boom, and built a
new mill at the mouth of his tun-

capi-

after havmg
into ' the

hat, and he

U ———
P
'

For- a

Mountain to .

few hundred:

In 1883, the Fisk Hotel a main-
stay in the Silver Mountain camp,
was torn "down -and rebuilt

in

Markleeville. It still stands today, |
over a hundred years old and is re-

named the- Alplr
family -left Silver

P’otel The last

Mountain “in

1820. From then until now most
of Alpine county’s population has
centered around the Markleeville

~area:

Today the- popu]atlon of

ihe .

county is 360. The 12 ‘hl"h school

students

are _taken by .bus “to.

Douglas County High School in
Nevada. There are only two ele-

mentary —schools —in~"the ~county,”

seither in Markls e\"lle.

>bserver,
River
Jeen floated down to~the Virginia
City mines,
Joat a toothpick there now.
Grazing 1ndustry is only of mod- -
wate size. :
Recreation is the big income- ’
syroducer for Markleeville and the
ntire- county today. The summer
)opulatlon ‘of - the county,. due to .
‘ecreation, jumps to 5000-10.000
Jersons,
Stuart Merrill,

wrong.

the full “glory days” of his city,
which had been incorporated in
1864. He was found on his door-
step one morning in 1864, murder-
ed by an unknown party.

As the years went by, the great
mines, the IXL and the Exchequer,
began to peter out. The towns be-
gan to wither and blow away.

That was when Lewis Chalmers,

There arc few young people.

One boy, when asked-what youths
his age do during their
vacalion,
“We wait for -forest (ires.”
soung men often fight the fires.)

sumr’cr
“fatalictically obser
(T‘he

The land in the county is princi-

~ally owned by various govern--
nent agenc'cs. In fact, 90 per cent
“f“the Jand is publie land, $0 land |
‘s difficult ‘to .obtain foL pnva‘cr
-yusinessor:homes. . .

-There is little Iu'nbennﬂ. Onci
looking '1t the - Carson-
where so many logs had

said “You couldn't‘

according ~ to = Sheriff

“he centmy to recent years was

“yery stafic” says the sheriff. “One .
reason was the fact that so much ‘
5f the land is Government owned.”
wé continued. “Another is that the '~
neople who do have private land
are livestock grazers, and aren't
too interested in a-lot of people
here.”

However, in the last decade,

Markleeville's population has dou-
bled, with much of the activity
coming in the last three or four
years. This may indeed be the be-
ginning of a new-.importance for
Marklesville, some observers feel.

When asked recently how things

were around Markleville, the sher-
iff replied,
normal.”

“Quiet, slzepy . . .

But with the possibilities of fu-

ture ~growth,” he~ may ‘soon ve

a. descendant of “

yne of the =arly’ ‘residents of the

area. :
The situation from- the turn of

promoter of a British gold com-
bine, came on the scere. He took
assays of the area and bought up
the two great mines and the mills.
H= had not gone far int¥ e
mines, however, when . he. -.it
waten, the dreaded enemy of min-
ers.

He thought he would heat tha
problem the same way.-Adolf Sut-
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CITY SLEEPS—~The fown of Marldeeville has not.changed much in county was nearvly 12,000, Today, Markleovilie is the county seat,
seventy years, but future prospects are that if may start to regain and -the county’s 360 persons are mostly centered around the
some of its lost importance.' It was once a part of a series of min- Markleeville ‘area~Tribune Photo. T
ing towns around Siiver Mountain, and the fotal population of the o ’ BT
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QLD SCHOC HMOUSE—This old scholhouse is more than a hundred d, said

Marklesviile. 1t stands on a hill overlooking the city from the west, and is today rented to a Piaufe fam-
]__Hy. It saw the area’s “glory d__ays,” ang{ “may again see a rebirth of Markleeville—Tribune Photo.

E/)c@‘ Sierra T rbone
T-85L0
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ALPINE COURTHOUSE—The Alpine county courthouse in_Markleeviile is a relative “newccmar”
to the city . . . it was built in 1928. Two of the county’s few officials are shown abkove. Siuvart
Merrill {left) is the sheriff of the county, and is a descendant of one of the earliest settlers. Wil-
ilam Chris Mann is the county clerk, recorder, and auvditor.—Tribune Phoio.

—_ —
Jahee Sierms T bene

72560
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more than 100 years old. 1 was ori

ginally buiit

in_Silver Mountain, a silver_camp. of the I840’s souih of M;*r!:ﬂi—:evi!!e, and known then as the
~ Fisk Hofel. In 1885 if was forn down, fransporied o Markleeville, and rebuilt.~Tribune Photo,

Jahe

Sicrie 1 pibone

7-29 &



_COUNTY SEAT —_ Embodymg all fhe ?k:fur'squa charm of prominence |usf above' the East fork of the Carson river.
an Alpine village, Markleeville is fhe arge’sf ‘community in In 1875 the county seat was moved here from S||ver.
Alpine «county, as well as fhe counfy seat. H' ‘nestles on a Mountain.

PROMIMNENT BRIDGE IS LANDMARK_ = Crossing fhe east is ‘H'ns modern brldge and Sfafe Roufe 89. The waters of +he
e fork of the Carson.river, :which once-cartied more than East fork of the Carson river are noted as a flshermans
120,000 cords of logs annually-to ‘l'h Comstock silver mines, " paradise. :



GRAZING LAND IN ALPINE COUNTY — Caitle, both dairy
and beef, fogether with sheep are the principal sources of
agricultural income in Alpine county. Much hay of exceilent
high grade is raised for winter feeding of livestock in the

couni’{, and hugh areas of both US Forest Sel;yice and pri.
vate lands In the higher portions furnish an abundance of

inexpensive summer pasturage for sheep and cattle. ‘The
above photo was faken on the George Springmeyer ranch.
where more than 100 head of Black Angus catile are grazing.

wTribune photos

Sart PROE

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK —- Rosella Jackson, who has lived
the past 13 years in Alpine county, is deputy county clerk .

under William Chriss Mann. Miss Jackson 'is. shown typing ) . . P . !
the .minutes of the board of supervisors, a copy of which SUPERIOR COURT OF ALPINE COUNTY — This well-lighted, modern courtroom is the super--

will be sent for publication fo the Tahoe Daily Tribune, ior court of Alpine county, California’s smallest population-wise. Presiding over court when
official newspaper of Alpine county. ‘in session is Judge George Francis, who also sits on the.bench in Los Angeles county. .




Markleevi
Of Growing

Story and Pictures by Dennis Stevens

~ About 32 miles seuthcast of Lake Tah(_)e.lics the county scat of

California’s smallest county, population-wise, and it has not changed
its size appreciably since before the turn of the century.

But today, Markleeville, in Alpine county, is on the threshold of

a new birth of activity. Once with a population ncarly 30 times its

present citizenry, Markleeville has —

a chance to start regaining its lost
importancc.

"The city, now with only 120
year-round. residents, is staking
its hopes on future dcvelopments.

First the Luther Pass highway
(State Route 89) nears complction
on its relocalion and widening pro-
gram. The [irs{'leg of the remodel-

ing of this highway [rom its junc-

tion with US Highway 50, over
Luther Pass 1d its junction with
State Routc 88, is complete.

Work is continuing at a rapid
pace along the west fork of the
Carson river toward Woodford's.

Second therc'is speculation that
considerable public lend may be
opened for summer cabins.

Already the hot springs west of
town' have been developed. Third,
an airstrip near Markleeville which
has been proposed would have a
tremendous effect on fishermen
and hunters who could fly up to
Alpine county for a week or week-
end of recreation.

The reason these items are im-
portant to Markleeville is that
recreation is the lifeblood of the
city, and all of Alpine county for
that matter.

Alpine county climate is espe-
cially pleasing to the vacationist—
warm days and cool nights pre-
dominate threughout the summer.
The autumn season brings crisp
days and snappy evenings. Glorious
cplor effects as the leaves change
.are among the slriking features
of the fall landscape.
~Winter sports are rapidly gain-

ing in popularity in the Alpine
county recreational area where
ski runs, snowshoe trails, and ice
skating are found.
‘) Cattle, both dairy and beef, to-
gether with sheep, are the princi-
pal sources.of agricultural income
[for_Alpine county. Approximately
two .miles west of Markleeville is
the George Springmeyer ranch,
where a herd of more than a hun-
dired head of Black Angus cattle
are peacelully grazing on the Al-
pine slopes.

Few persons in Markleeville
think the growth will equal the
rush:of a century ago when gold
apd silver were discovered nearby,
bul with California continuing to
expand, it is believed that Marklee-
ville will grow as well.

One resident, perhaps a little
pessimistic, said yesterday, 1
can't see how the town can grew,
all the property around the town
is owned by rich ranchers, and
ihey won't sell—no sirt”
~ What is now Alpine county was
originally a.part of the Territovy
of Utah; “then+a part of Nevada
Territory. On’jicompletion of the
Ives Survdy of the California-
Nevada boundary, it was found
that the area was actually a part
of California,, though at that time
it was mcluded in Amador county.

The county of Aipine was or-
ganized in 1864, by action of the
State Legislature on March 16,
and a little more than a month
later the town of Markleeville was
mcorporated

In 1875, -an“élection. moved the
county seat froin Silver Mountain
to Markleeville, where it has since
remained. '

Jacob J. Marklee was the first
permanent inhéabitant of this re-
gion,” his homestead including
most of the present township of

Marklecville. Perched above State
Route 89, as it swings into the
main business district of Marklee-
ville, the wuaint stonel courthouse
of Alpine county presents an unfor-
gettable picture against the pine
covered mountains. It is located
on Lhe site of a cabin once gccu-
picd by Marklce.

In 1853 a party of Scandina-
vians had founded the scttlement
of Koenigsberg in a heavily tim-
bered canyon. They discovered a
vein of silver ore and by 1861 the
boom was on. Prospectors spread
threugh the canyons. By 1863
Koenigsberg's population was esti-
mated at 3,000, with newcomers
pouring into Markleeville, Moni-
tor, Bullion, Summit City, Silver
King and many other camps. In
1863, the name" Koenigsberg was
changed to Silver Mountain and it
became the seat of Alpine county.

By 1873, the mining activity in
Alpine had all but ceased and the
greater portion of the population
had shifted elsewhere. When Mark-
leeville became the county seat
in 1875, principal operations now
turned to lumbering. Timber for
Virginia City mines was in great
demand and as much as 250,000
cords of wood were sent in a
single year.

With the dropping off of silver
production in the Virginia City
area during the succeeding years,
both Douglas and Alpine counties
turned to farming, cattle and
sheep raising, dairying and kindred
pursuits.

In 1883, the [isk hotel, a main-
stay in the Silver Mountain camp,
was torn down and rebuilt in
Markleeville. It still stands today,
more than 100 years old, and is
renamed the Alpine hotel.

The " situation” from "the turn of*:

the century to recent years was
‘“very static” said Stuart Merrill,
sheriff, a descendant of one of the
early residents of the area. “One
reason was the fact that so much
of the land is government-owned,
and another is that the peovle who
do have private land are livestock
grazers. and aren't too interested
in a lot of people here.”

Recreation is the big income
producer for Markleeville and the
entire county today. The summer
and fall population of the county,
due to hunting, fishing and recrea-
tion, jumps to 5,000 - 10,000 per-
sons.

Dog Tales Wheel
A5 Briver Spills

Tahoe Dally Trbune

2/7 /61

COUNTY SHERIFF =« Holdmg the elective office of shenff
of Alpine county is Stuarf {Stu) Mer#ill, who also holds down
the jobs -of tax- collector and coroner.: His office ‘is .in" thet
basement of the county:courthouse. It is radio equipped aiid
also has a.police ' teletype where messages can Ee tra
mitted ‘to any.law enforcement agency in the country.

VACATION TIME — Pretty Sheryl Parks, 14-year old niece
of Ferrel Parks, owner of the Sportsman Cafe in Markleeville..
spends her vacation .at Alpine county's vacation paradis
Here she is riding one of her favorite mounts.on the main
street of Markleeville.:
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Deg Takes Wheel

- .

As -Briver Spills

IVERNESS (UPD) — ¥red iet-
trick, 54, sitling on his front
porch yesterday, was shocked to
sce a pickup truck hurtling to-
ward him.

Be was even more shocked
when he 'saw that behind the
whesl was a German police dog.

“I was so scared I just sa
there,” said Hettrick, an oyster
opener. “I think the dog turned
the wheel just enough to save
me.”

The truck grazed his front gate

Ta\r\oe Dc;\l\\/ TF: b one

and smashed into a tree alongside
his house.

Highway patrolman,William P.
Gregg investigated and discovered
that Stanley Bukowski, 43, of Iver-

MARKLEEVILLE COURT HOUSE — Perched above State. Roufe 89 as |f swings into the ma
'business district, of Markleeville, the quaint stone courthouse of Alpine county- presesits

ness had toppled out of the fruck
as it made a sharp ilurn from
Shoreline highway north.of San
Francisco, leaving his dog alcmc
in the seat.

unforgettable picture against the pine covered mountains. It is located on the site of a’

* cabin once occupied by Jacob J. Marklee, first inhabitant of -this-community.. + - ~

T/7/61
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ing,
temperature change,

YESTERDAY'S

TEMPERATURES
Hi.Lo,
Ban Fran, 63 57
Qakland 66 59 |
Fresno 83 58

Sacramento 81 58
Los Angeles 76
Chicago 75 61
New York

{For full defails, See Page 8, Sec. 1)

WEATHER

San Francisce, East Bay, Peninsula
and Marin--Mostly cloudy this morn-
afterhoon,

but fair this Little

82

(The first of two

articles)

By GEORGE MURPHY

Examiner Staff Writer

MARKLEEVILLE (Alpine
County)—Alpine County will
be 100 years old next year—

if it gets through the 99th,
This may he somewhat dif-
Heult, the visitor to Califos-
nia’s smallest (in population)
county learns, because of the
furor caused by Alpine Coune
ty’s One and Only Press

Lord.

He is a sixfoot, five inch,
250-pound, wild-haired Polish.

American named Dalegor W.
Suchecki,

As Press Lotd ~- that is,
owner and publisher of the
fwice-a-month Alpine  Bea-
con, circulation unknown—
the 28.year-old Suchecki has

caused as much talk around‘

Poshrsteh sl st

I}
i

' EDITOR DALEGOR W. SUCHECKI

+ I have never been convicted”

Selin oo e sk e

here as did the silver boom
of the 1860s.

After that boom, the resi-
dents vefained the names of
the silver towns-—Silver
Mountain, Silver King, Moni-
for—but there is little chance
that anything will be named
Sucheckiville at any time in
the immediate futuve.

OCT. 18, 1962

The Alpine Beacon’s first
issue came hot off the press
(it's printed in Oakland—
there’s no facility for such
work here) with a dateline
of Qct. 18, 1962,

_ In the ensuing issues, Press

Lord Suchecki has managed
to alienate just about every-
body in- the county except a
few Indians, who are non-
subscribers.

STRONG CRITIC

That, at least, is the feel-
ing a visitor gets from what

muh-mmmﬂ
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SITE OF ¥EUD
o s » moap locates county

Establishment” in the county.

One of the Press Lord’s
more vociferous critics is
Christopher Mann, Alpine
County Clerk,

In the courthouse lhere,
Clerk Mann greets the visitor
with mountain courtesy and

Suchecki himself calls “The

Wy 2 i o B s

friendliness. ~ But. -hostility

A gt i oin A Rneghpshused ctrhuh

iAo by, phsatusdkio S,

creeps into Clerk Mann’s
voice when Suchecki’s name
comes up.

“He came in here one time
and we were having a super-
visors' meeting and he want-
ed to come inside the railing.
But 1 said, no sir, nobody
comes inside the railing ex-
cept the supervisors and the
clerk.

“Well, he didn’t like that
very much at all, but he had
to stand outside and listen,
leaning over the counter just
the same. i

“You know, one time we
heard he wanted to start a
Chamber of Commerce up
here, and we figured if he
did, he’d put himself right
at the head of it, and we
sure didn’'t want that,

“So we hurried up, and a
bunch of vesidents (Alfred O.
‘{Chain, Douglas Ford, Melvin,
» Jensen, Otis H. van, Jack
Doyal, Hampton H. Young

(Céntlnned on Page 6, Col, 3)
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'(('lont_inued i‘from,Pageﬂli)’ ¥

together and We- talked to
(Secretary “of: State) Franlg
Jordan, - and he helped ‘s
get. cert1f1ed as: the Chamber]
of Commerce for the county
That was’ about seven months

“We have a mce county-un
here thtle, but Tice ‘people;
»and along ‘comes. th1sv fellow,

‘ qui
Suchecla has - been arrested
seven. t1mes -on charges rang-
ing- from vagrancy to ‘assault
with * intent to': murder “bitt
never conv1cted “ il
ADMITS ARRESTS -

(In a _column i m his: June 13
issue, - Suchecki“wrote that
“the wise boys” i in the county,
AP unable to ‘snipe'at .the
Beacon o el dec1ded to smpe
: at me personally FE

(%L . . Well, let’s get th1s
recordstrmght .

{“I have been arrested I

and George W Coyan); goq

| CHECKING ONHIM |
i «We're looking into Mr:
‘Suchecki,” he. says.: “He
asked, some time ago, for a1
permrt to carry a gun, saying
. there had been threats-made
'against him. I opposed it at
the . supermsors -meefing. B!
didn’t think it was right, andj
he didn’t get the. gun.’ ”
- The - Sheriff says’ he also
| talked :_to .the . Press - “Lord}
-about the disappearance - ‘of
Alan Roy - Silicani, -still: listed’
as the Beacons C1rcu1atron>
‘Manager,  'who  hasn’t .beén!

about six months AR
Merrﬂl said Sucheckr told»
h1m regardmg Silicani: “You}
an’t falk to a dead man i
1 (Sucheck1 denies s_aym
| this. And on June 25, a man
‘ grvmg»hls name as: Alan Roy

‘have been arrested more than
|once. - I have never been con-|
| victed. . That can be a disad-
vantage. You never can be a,
repentant sinner if you re’
falsely accused: of sin-}
mng ”) s

Alpme County’s s h e rif f
Stuart Merrill, another mem-
;rber of - The Establishment,
tholds-an opinion of the ‘Press
‘Lord about as high as*Clerk
Mann s, - but somewhat Jess
strongly worded. <

| Siticani was''given a-jaywalk
mg c1tat10n m Los Angeles)

seen around the county for_

podner.

S. V E;\am ner

Suchechi was -seen tha
mght headmg over. Momto
Pass; the sheriff said.. .

- But, Suchecki says; he wa'
‘back . the  next - day, . getting
1tems for 'The- Beacon. :
" The items are not: nece:j

sarily gauged to endear hi
with The Establishiment, a
withess this from a May 2
Beacon:

“Mrs. Phylhs Overstreet
secretary of -the -Board of]
‘Trustees of the Alpine. Couns
ty Unified - School District,
was unable to attend the last
trustee . meetmg due ‘- to " fa-
tigue, the Tesult of her recent
return from a long vacauon
tr1p R S

PLENTY OF ROOM

} 9-1-1963

i

There are 776 square mﬂes
in. Alpme 'County, -and -popu-
lation ™ is somethmg under
500 presently .

“That's” more than ‘one

square mile for each person,

Y
County loves the-Press Lord.)}
—_— =




. Monday, Sept. 2,

1963;: 5c %.Eﬁfxtmtmer

fter it has'no church no, hlgh
’schoo], no theatér.-- ]
[ But-it - d es have a Press

1

He is Dalegor W Sucheck1
,owner and operator ‘of the Al—

Tt is just The Estabhshment
that resents me,” -

In 19627 Sucheck1 entered
the 'Republican ', Party pri-

‘no-barbershop. For that mat-|-

~1his. powerful hand

freely - over his \forehead ‘and
,:'gesturmg
freely. (“I ‘don’t: “smoke, -you
see”), Suchecki sat-in a cap-
tain’s’ chair recentl and €X-
pounded on. hls plans . for Al

VI RBILL READS A COPY OF THE BEACON

of ‘hls pubhshmg venture.,

mary race against ineumbent

Secretary of State
Jordan. .-

Jordan' Won the pnmary County, the vote was: i

and later defeated Democrat
Don Rose in the general elec-|

*He.wag connected W1th the

Pohsh Commumty Serwce,
,Center, which “has -been. Te-

fused a sohcmng hcense in
San Francisco, is the subject|
of 2 file'in the San Francis

Better Business Bureau, and]

also the .Fresno BBB. That
file. is"now in the hands’ of
Sherlff Stuart Merrﬂl S
" From- Suchecki’s - column

. “The Warbler” in the July 11
L*Beacon. :

"‘Merrill has almost consistent-
- ly.in the past few weeks used

and pique.”

, rsherlff

: ‘Alpme County,” ‘says the non-|
‘resident Press Lord. (No D.A.

. resident " District” Attorney .
~ Hilary Cook. . ..” -

“I would have preferred to
have beeu ‘able to Tesolve: all
differences between ‘the sher-
‘iff’s office and me in a reason-
able ‘mafiner -but Stuart P.

his office for personal gam
-So: Bang There goes the

<z District Attorney J. I-Iﬂary
‘Cook" Rt

: THEY MIGHT QUIT" ‘
“He doesn’t ‘even LIVE m

in the county’s modern mstory
has ever: Tived there)

“"And ‘the  Beacon- refers to
Cook: regularly as’ “Turlock—

:So: Bongg for the D A

The teachers? -

~The March 91. Beacon°
“‘It’s~hard ehough to get
teachers for the county any-

fied). complameod “If we start
evaluatmg, them” they might

“Y ou khow,” says Sucheck1

“|“the people of Alpine like

me. They like my. newspaper.

Frank tmn.

F1nd1ng Judge Crater'

In the pnmary, in Alpme would be easier, these days, -

Jordan=:109. -
Suchecki—6

{than - finding . siX " people in.
|Alpine - ‘who'll ~ admlt they B

‘ voted for Sucheck1
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Aipine County
(or?esp@mden% }
Joins Tribune

MARKLEEVILLE — Nancy
Thoinburg, Markleevipe houser

| wife and crvie leader, has join-

ed the staty of . the, Tripune as
coiFE:pondeat for Aloipe Coun.
ty.
ywﬂ"s. Thornburg, originally
from Ua,uand 1S a gradiate of
the ml{erswvu OGf r'arfnrma ai
DAVIs- :
Her fyshand, Fritz, is a na-
tive of .parkleeviip. He is a
cotney- T ad 'degartm(om -
ploye-

rme Gouple has two daugh-
ters, RE'[‘;@Ca ,_‘5‘ and IPH niu&’
12 Iﬂ()irgﬂ'ls

AT s, MMNOXLuburg is seeretary
of tle A 1_pnc county- (Jiamher.
of wo g gee ang (the Hitsprieall
Sode § ox"Amm EY L( Ant 'y, She,
L&Lﬁlh" 10T v ‘y AT 3 at, Wo.nd
forls e gen pry,. ghoal”,

Fews jems may bzmailec] to
Mrs. Thon pure - 3t pret Office.
Box 2.1, Marxkleev jle  or itde:
ph@ear :p L@ at OX21499-4

le

Friday, Feb. 5, 1656
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) Dzmes Benefit in Markleevi 1ie, but yex udpa e

highlight of the evmm:g was whsp 2 y
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183 MILES
FROM THE
BAY AREA

ALPINE COUNTY, CALIFORNIA

OPENING --1964

AN ALL-YEAR RESIDENTIAL & RECREATIONAL
AREA THAT MEETS THE DEMANDING STAND-
ARDS OF THE HIGH SIERRA.

*

Maintained access . . . Architectural restrictions to protect
the natural setting . . . Future ski area development at
adiacent MT. REBA.

Swimming . . . Sailing . . . Hiking . . . Riding . . . Fishing
Huntmg . . . Winter Sports . . . Skiing and Ice Skating

IS s

For further informafion, confact

BEAR VALLEY DEVELOPMENT COMPANY

Bruce Orvis, Pres. Farmington, California
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Sc/\ioo\ - Hotel- Peoplg_
Alpine County = ikistory

Mrs. Phyilis Grover Guerra of Oak-
land pleads that Alpine County old-
timers should “come forth with a few
yarns” for the Sunday Knave. After
hearing her out, we’re inclined to agree.
“There have been several recent contri-
butions to your colummns that involved
Alpine County merely by mentioning
it,” she says. “I best recall the recent
memories recorded by Mrs. Fred Dunlap,
president of the Calaveras County
Historical Society. Miss Rhoda Early
was my first teacher at Markleeville in
Alpine County. The next year she
married Fred Dunlap, brother of Mrs.
Will Musser, whose husband owned and
operated the general store there. My
mother, Elizabeth Savage, of Carscn
City, Nevada, was another schoolteacher
‘who came to Alpine County to teach,
and stayed. She eventually became
Superintendent of Schools for Alpine

County, and Miss Early was a frequent

visitor in our home. Later, when we left
Alpine in 1913 to come to Oakland, Mr.
and Mrs. Dunlap purchased ocur home
in Markleeville. The recent plaque at
Silver Mountain put up by the Snow-
shoe Thomson Chapier of E Clampus
Vitus reminds me that nothing is left
at Silver Mountain but a pile of rocks
that mark the site of the old jail. But
bits of Silver Mountain are scattered
all over Alpine County. Bud Scott tells
us in his ‘Saga of Lake Tahoe’ -that

milled lumper was mere precious than -
gold up in ‘them thar hills’ Cur family :
moved two buildings from Silver Moun- |
tain: the old Fiske House, now the
Alpine Hotel, and the schoolhouse, now
occupied by Couniy Recorder Lillian
Thornburg. Both these buildings arve
almost 100 years old. They were built
in the early 1860s. It was quite a feat

Feeh's r««smn‘l athh A to move 4-1\;« La%—c'l

o
Faw
REZRSTOREC R ROLSHE Gad

“His daag.otel, Wilda Eubanks of Dixon,
who was born at Grover’s Hot Springs

Ranch in 1877, well remembers the

_ details,

" Rusticating Guests

“The roads at that time were in 2 most

““deplorable state and travel was exireme-

1*7 hazardeus,” Mrs. Guerra adds. “But

..in spite of this my grandfather, A M.
Grover undertook to take a crew of
smen to Silver Mountain. Wilda went

’ alonrr to run errands, and her mother’s

“ sister, Della Bowler, did the cooking.

" The old hotel was torn down most care-

fully. Every board was marked. Even
zome of the mnails were saved. Every-
thing was hauled to Markleeville and
put up, board for board, as it was in
Silver Mountain. This was called the
Hot Springs Hotel and served as the
‘city place’ for guests rusticating at
Grover’s Hot Springs. It was a precari-
ous undertaking, according to Mrs,
Eubanks, who points out that ‘neverthe-
less, no one was afraid as long as Grover
held the reins.’ Grover, it seems, knew
the road well. He had been driving it
. since 1860. The hotel is stﬂl standing,
but along about 1900 its name was
changed to the Alpine Hotel. An old
register is there, and how I wish I could
copy it! The second building moved from
Silver Mountain was the schoolhouse
which my father, Charles Alvin Grover,
purchased for $18. There’s a notation in
the Baneroft LThT:\T‘V which savs the
school was built in 1863. It was in the
late 1890s that my father tore this build- |
ing down and moved the lumber to the
site of our home in Markleeville, He |
uged this lumber to.built 2 good, sturdy |
house, but without benefit of any :
modern conveniences. The present own=' |
ers have remodeled and modernized it, |
and I'm sure this old landmark will be |

standing another 100 years.

Loke Audrain

“Every time I read about Snowshoe
Thomson,” continues Mrs. Guerra, “I'm
reminded of myv father telling us of his

P i A W oo e



in Markleeville. The recent plaque at
Silver Mountain put up by the Snow-
slioe Thomson Chapter of E Clampus
Vitus reminds me that nothing is lef{
at Silver Mountain but a pile of rocks
that mark the site of the old jail. But

of Silver Mountain are scattered
au over Alpine County. Bud Scott tells
us in his ‘Saga of Lake Tahoe’ -that

. }
ers have remodeled and modernized ‘»’rit;
and I'm sure this old landmark will be
standing another 100 years. ‘

Lake Audrain

“Every time I read about Snowshoe
Thomson,” continues Mrs. Guerrs, “I'm
reminded of my father telling us of his
coming down the Border Ruffian Trail
to Grover’s Hot Springs with the mail
It was Snowshoe Thomson who made
my father his first pair of snowshoes.
Dad was but six years old then. We
never heard of skis; they were called
snowshoes by all the Alpine natives.
The men and boys made their own and,
believe me, they were works of art. Once
the proper wood was procured the long.
work began of soaking it in water until
the wood bent to proper shape. After-
that came the painstaking finishing.
These homemade skis lasted for years
and were passed down from one child .
to the other. Snowshoe Thomson ended
his years in Diamond Valley and is-
buried in the Genoa graveyard beside
his wife and son. A few steps away
from his grave is that of my great-
grandmother, Margaret Elizabeth Au-
drain. My grandmother, Mary McKillips,
was her daughter by her first marriage
to Charles MeKillips of New York. She
was a widow when she came West and
married Thomas Hart Benton Audrain
in Carson City. That was in July of.
1860. They conducted a way-station at °

- Echo Summit on the road to Washoe

until 1865 when the station was burned
to the ground. Thomas Audrain was a-
49er, having come to California after
fighting in the Mexican War. But he
was a native of St. Charles Couity,
Missouri, and was sympathetic to the
southern cause. When word of Lincoln’s
assassination came over the telegraph
Audrain couldn’t restrain his rebel feel-
ings. For a short time a hanging was
threatened. Cooler heads prevailed, how-
ever, and for punishment his station
was burned. That’s the way Bud Scott
tells it in ‘Saga of Lake Tahoe.’ The
Audrain family moved to Markleeville,
but subsequently lived in Fredericks-
burg snd in nearby Nevada. Thonias
Audrain died in 1894, and Margaret in
1898. Liake Audrain at Echo Summit is
amed for Thomas Audrain. .. .”
—THE KNAVE



U.S. Help
Surprises
Alpine Co.

MARKLEEVILLE--The fed-
eral government hasdiscovered

Alpine Comnty and aid is on the’

way. :

. A Housing and Home Finance

Agency ‘‘advanced planning”
grant of $4,000 will be coming
around the county’s beautiful

~mountains pretty soon, but the

locals don’t yet have an inkling
of what the green stuff is to be
spent for,

‘It comes cut of aclear, blue
sky to me,”? sald county clerk
Chris Mann upon belng informed
of the grant. -
© ¢The board of supervisers
didn’t apply for it,”’ added tae
pleasantly surprised chairman
of the Alpine County board,
Herbert Bruns, ‘‘We’ll wait
and see, but it sounds interes-
ting.”?

- The only other federal grant

to the county government Bruns
and others can recall is a two-
thirds™~ contribution fer the
salary of a planning consultant.

The Markleeville (the county
seat) Water Agency and Public
Utility District have been more
blessed, but the funnel from
Washington to the county itself
has had about as much traffic
as a pony express trail,

The grant will ‘‘assist the
county in preparing leng range
plans for growth and develop-
ment of the region,’’ according
to a release from Congressman
Harold T, ¢“Bizz’’ Johnson.

And, of course, plans are

needed for a county wWhose pop~" |

ulation Increased an estimated
23 per cent-plus between 1960
and 1963--from 397 to about
500, Ii’s still the least popula-
ted county in California, but it
seems there is no way to gobut

Even with the influx of year~
around humanity into this hunt-

3 b _wwed1T
oer’s paradise;-the-grant -will

22Ty L~ cean

still amount to about $8 a head.

But there’s ancther side to
these coins. A lccal coniribu-
tion of $2,000 is required.

4
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By WALT MULCAHY

Alpine County, (alif., wasn't
quite lucky encugh to be includ-
ed in the new state of Nevada
in 1864, but the citizens of this
beautiful little section of west-
ern Alpine scenery haven't al-
lowed this unfortunate event to
bother them much over the en-
suing years. Relatives and
friends visit back and forth
across the state line as though
it isn't there.
* Staples, produce, and appli-
ances are purchased nearly en-
tirely in Nevada and their chil-
dren are educated in Nevada
schools. B
. Nevadans, in turn, have liber-
ally patrorized the recreational
facilities of our liftle neighbor,
in fact, to such an extent that
some of us have come fo feel
that it belongs to us more than
to California.

© In the existance of such
neighborly Teelings it is not
anly appropriate, but gquite
.satisfyving that the Alpine

T LUy Gendoinial eclebrotion

- -also falls in 1964

Although there were no con-
vention hall sites or projected
park areas in 1864 to slow down
the natiral economic develop-
ment of the region, the new

State of Nevada hﬁd already

ounty,

lost all possibility of acquiring
any of the =ich timberland,
farming areas, and recreation-
al Ilocations east of the Sierra.
Considered Nevada’s

Most were lost in the original
survey for the State of Califor-
nia, but what is now Alpine
County had been considered a
part of our future state by all
early day advocates of state-
hood. It was first & part of
Utah Territory and later con-
sidered in Nevada Territory,
and it was not until completion
of the Ives Survey that it was
proven to lie within the Califor-
nia boundaries.

Alpine was first a part of Am-
ador County, but as proper gov-
ernment was soon found to be
impossible, due to the interven-
ing Sierra, the citizens request-
ed the establishment of a sep-
arate county which was allowed
by the California Legislature on
March 16, 1864.

Although now a part of Cali-
fornia, the econaomic inter-
2sis of Aipirie Couniy wers
wholly dependent upon the
Comstock and the populated
areas lying within the Carson,
Eagle, Washoeg, and Pleasant

Good Neighhor,
arking Gentennial

Calif..

wers cut and transported by
flume and wagon to the Car-
son River where it was float-
ed of receding flood waters to
Empire. City, for use on the
Comstock, and to the numer-
ous mills further down the
river toward Dayton. Hay and
grain, reputed to have been
seme of the best ‘east of the .
Sierra, found a ready sale and |
a small amount of vegetables
and fruit was supplied to an
éager market.
. Fishing, hunting, and outdoor
activity was, even then as now,
one of the major "attractions,
and the early day Comstock na-!
hobs and nimrods spent a2 great
deal of time in the ares.

The early history of the re-
gion can be said to have start-
ed with the land claim of Ja-
cob J. Marklee for 160 acres
on September 12, 1351, on the
present site of Markleeville. Sil-
ver Mountain City, the remains
of which can be found today at
the foot of Ebbets Pass, was
founded in the late 1850°s and
rose to considerable promi-
nence in the 1860's with the ex-
pectation that the surrounding
raining region was sure to be-
come a second Comstock.

Valleys, and the Truckee
Meadows. Hundreds of thou- -
sands of cords of firewoed



Grant Merrill of Woodfords, one of Alpine County’s oldest
residents, points to rocks worn by early emigrant wagons

-in Carson Canyon, now called Woodford's Canyon. The 4% ers
and the first Pony Express used this route.

. B . Sk s

There was silver in the area,
and in sufficient quantity to
bring other hopeful communities
into existence. These included
Bullion, Monitor, Round Top,
Silver King, Summit City, Ray-
mond, Lower Summit City, Tam-~
arack, Lake Alpine, Davidson's
WMill, and Cary’s Mill, now Wood-
fords. At the same time the
farming and graziog sections of
the area were responsible for
Hope Valley and Fredericks-
burg. :

Silver Wountain City was
the population center of Al
pine County for many years,
and easily captured the coun-
ty seat with a count of 824
votes on August 11, 1864, Sev-
eral large mines and mills
were in operaiion in the sur-
rounding area even during the
rugged winters of the time
which necessitated that the
mail. deliveries be made by
snowshoe. The postman be-
came so adept in the use of
this means of transporiation
that he became  known
as “Snowshoe” — and hig {ast
_name was Thompsen.

During this perio@ several
excellent tollroads were con-
structed between the- various
communities ~ in  addition to
the fine Big Trees and Ebbet's
Pass roads, the latter construct
efl by the Scandinavian Road
Company in 1853, which gave
direct access to the gold regions

]



of Californj» and the valleys of
Nevada. |

Silver Mo..itain City boasted
of :ttvo newspapers, and Moni-
‘Itor had one, and the entire out-
'pu¢ of thé Davidson and Beam-
is sawmills was going into con-
struction of new buildings in the
vicinity -of Silver Mountain City
and Markleeville,
Home Remaing

Tnglish money came into the
county in 1870 with the pur-
chase of Davidson’s combined
ore and lumber mill by Lord
Chalmers, who greatly enlar gal
the operation and re-named it
the Exchequor 1Mill, for use in
ore reduction only. He had first
been placed in charge of the
Imperial Silver Quarries Com-
pany by his English employers,
but was so impressed with the
future of the region that he pre-
vailed upon therr to financially
assist him in the later opera-
tion. The old home, still pro-
fusely decorated with ginger-
‘tbread designs, and the stone
and brick remnants of the old
imill are today s familiar sight
‘|lat theé side of Silver Creek be-
‘ltween Markleeville and the rem-
nants of Silver Mountain City.

The decline in the price. of

many of the early silver camps
to become ghost towns, was also
the end of Silver Mountain
City and the surrounding small-
er silver camps.

The Justy town of Markleeville
supported in growth by the lum-
bew and farming industries, eas-
ily took the coveted county seat
election on Oct. 20, 1875. The en-
tire vote, however, was some-
what pathetic, as compared to
the 1864 election, as the final re-
twrns gave Markleeville 129, Sil-
ver Mountain .35, and Monitor
8.

Markleeville then proceeded
to eliminate future Silver
Mountain competition by mov-
ing the iron cells of the jail,

al of the more pretentious
smaller buildings down from
their lofty heights to her own
snug little loeation on Marklee-
ville, C:.2ek and the Carson
Rivet'  he old buildings are
still . «ing and in. use to
this'di. . ‘The hotel Is the pres-

[
\

silver in 1874, which caused so|

ent Alpine Hotel In Mark-
leeville, and the old jail Is on
the right rear as you enter
the town |from the north and
is now the property of Mr.
and Mrs; Al Chain, who have
filled the structure with nu-
merous o6ld remnants of the
early days and will be happy
to show it to the visitor if

‘1 courteously approached.

The Alpine County Commis-
sioners composed of H. Bruns
and B. Clark of the Fredericks-
burg area, Mrs. Bernice Dan-
berg of the Woodfords area,
and G, Egger and P, Brook of

the Markleeville area ha - ap-
pointed a committee I jm-
plete plans for the Alpine _oun-
ty Centennial. The membership
includes Mrs. M. W. Long of
Markleeville as chairman, and
Mrs. Grant Merrill and Mrs,
Lew Love of Woodfords as
members.: :
Present plans include distribu-
tion of an interesting booklet on
the history of Alpine County, in-
cluding pictures and a map, and
permanent displays of Alpine
County history in various places
throughout the county for the
full year. '

The main celebration will be
held at Grover's Hot Springs,

a beautiful little valley just
west of ‘Markleeville, on Aug.
1, at which time the new Cali-
fornla State Park on the loca-
tlon will be dedicated by a
California park official. Chair-
-man of the event is Judge Ed-

mond Moore,

This will then be followed by
the.barbecue under direction of
Chris Gansherg. Other events
will be a dance in the evening
and possibly a color slide show
throughout the day under direc-
tion of Mr. Lew Love.

Coincidental with the appoint»
ment of the ceniennial commil~
tee was the formation of the Al
pine County Historical Society,
which may prove of interest lo
Nevada historians.

Secretary of the new organiza«
tion is Mrs. Nancy Thornburg
of Markleeville, Lou Weise i3
president, Al Chain vice presi-
dent, Mrs. Ada Currie treasurs
er, and Mrs. Zella N. Mann,
Mrs. Lillian B. Thornburg, and
L. A. Love are directors, Plang
for a museum for the new o«
ganization are now being worked

ouf,
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azeas, much as it does today
Alpine winters are just that
-—Alpine, And it was in the
19th century that-John A.i,
Thompson, a native of Nor-
way and an expert skier, used
to carry the mail from Wood-
~ fords Canyon o Hangtown by

ig @@E@?@a@a&im

ALL DAY—Musetim open in tha
basement of the Markleville School

10:30-Frocession of pioneers from”
srﬁartk!evilib to Gadrver Hot Springs

ate B
.4a-1l i5—indian dancers at the

ALL DAY-Demonstrations_of 1n-,
dian arts and crafts at the Park by
the Washoe Indians of Alpine County,

11:30~frrival of honored guests at |
speakers’ platform .

Wek‘ome by" Park Supstvisor ;
Renie Larel, :

g‘ﬁ@amﬁ@

MARKLEVILLE, Alpine
i County - (Special} - The
shadesof “Snowshoe”
1 Thompson, Kit Carson and
it Jobn C. Fremont, looking on
il from whatever vantage point
i they might have these days,
i will probably be happy ahout
i the whole thing.

i This vefers to the Centen-
tinial of Alpine County, which
will be celebrated here
Saturday with afl sorts of
events, such as Indian
dances, beard-judging con-
tests, and the formal dedica-
4 tion of a state park that's two
years old, already.

Alpine, pevbaps Caolifor-
nia's most scenic county, is
coemprised of V6 square
miles of Alp-like terrvitory on
the crest and eastern slope of
the Bierra.
fome of the ridges and
crests reach 11,000 feet.

The resident population of

e S T S TS

JOHN FREMONT

Alpine is sbout 480 people,
and Markleville is the county
seal,
1875 ELECTIOM

(Markleville became the
county seat in an election on
Oct. 20, 1875, when Silver
Mountain, the former county
seaf, was turning info a ghost
fown. The election results:
Markleville, 128, Silver Moun-
tain, 35, and Monitor, 8.)

While the county is 100
years old $his year (the State
Senate on April 13 pro-
claimed 1964 “Alping County
Centennial Year”), its his-
tory really begins in 1844,

I was then that the Great
Pathfinder, John C. Fremont,
and his scout, the redoubtable

- 'SNOWSHOE THOMPSON

Kit Carson, struggled through
snowdrifts to the summit of
the Sierra (over what is now
Carsont Pass). From nearby
Stephens Peak, Fremont was
the first to see and record the
beautiful lake wnow called
Tahoe.
MOBMON PARTY

‘Three years later, Samuel
Brannan, leading a Mormon
party from Hangiown (Plac-
erville) crossed the Sierra
and came down the West
Fork of the Carson River, He
established Brannan Springs,
a supply post, where Wood-
fords now stands.

For five weeks the Pony
Express voute van through

KIT CARSON

ski.

He beécame famou s, of
course, as “Snowshoe’
Thompson. ‘

Saturday’s centennial cele-|b

Woodfords, to Hope Valley,|pration will recall many of

then near Tragedy Springs,
along Stonebreaker Grade to
Hangtown. But then Rollin
Daggett offered free toll on
his trail to the Pony Express,
50 the route was changed to!
go over Daggett Pass (now
called Kingsbury Grade).

In the 1860’s, a silver boom
hit Alpine, and such com-
munities as the aforemen-
tioned Silver Mountain, and
Bullion, Summit City, Silver
King and others sprung inte
being.

ALPINE WINTERS
But the silver eventually

played ouf, and the county
concentrated op  timbering,

farming and recreational

these incidents in the colorful
past of the county,
The schedule for the day:
8130 a.m.--Registration of Alpine

pionesrs at the Marklev:lle Schools
fouse,

are
Welcome by Hubert 8|uns.
chairmarn, Board of Suparvisors,
Infroduction of Alpine Pioneers.
lnttoduction of honored guests
::upenor Judge Edmond M.,

Parlk dedzcatmn ceremony, {The.
park became Slste property in 1967, ..
but the dedication was postponed
twc years to coincide with the ceb--
temﬂa!.) B

m--Barbocye al parle, $1 for
aduEFs. 50 cents for children under.

-.30-=tndaan dances at Park,
7:30~Indian dances outside Mark-
leville Schnolhouse by the Washog -
Indians of Alping Coimty,

0:00—Annual Fireman's
Beard Judging Conlest, Schonlhouse,

Bdll and



Alpine. Earns

Top Employee |

Safety Award

For the fourthtime, Alpme
County has earned one of six
top awards in the annual Cali-
fornia County Employee Safe-
ty Contest, co-sponsorecl by the
California: ICounty Supervisors
Association and the State Com-
pensation Insurance Fund.

: Alpine . County,  with an “in-

itury-free record for the:1963-

1964 compe'mtlon year, won top
‘honors in:Group I, consisting
of those counties w1th fewer
than -200 employees. .

R. A. Young, General Man-

ager of the State. Fund, pre-

sented. 'a framed award to Hu-
bert Bruns, Chairman of the

.Board of Supervisors of Alpine

County, at. the 54th annual

meeting of” the - Cahforma

County Supervisors Assomatlon
at. the . R1v1era Hotel in Palm
Springs." ™

‘The county’s safety act1v1ty-
is coordinated by Road .Com-

missioner Howard Currie. ~
.Forty-nine California coun-

-ties-participated-in the contest.
3 contest is row under-
|'way Yor the year ending Jine

30,7 1965. AllL California’ coun-

hESI have been’ mv1'ced to enter

20 JEC.3, 196
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‘Aladdin's Genie

See story on page 20
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ALPINE COUNTY

CALIFORNI A

Across the great plains and
through Nevada came the pioneers
on their way to the promised land,
the land of gold, discovered in Calif-
ornia in 1848. The covered Conestoga
wagons, drawn by mules, horses,
or oxen, lumbered through winter
snows and summer heat to cross the
desert and Sierras to a new life on
the coast.

These sturdy pioneers left traces
of their journey throughout what is
now Alpine County, California. Old
wagon roads are still discernible in
Woodfords Canyon, showing marks
scraped on rocks as the wheels of
the wagons creaked laboriously past

ON THE COVER—A long reach and a huge 62 yard bucket mzke the

Caterpillar 988 Wheel Loader the special

pet of Blue Diamond mine

management. The machine does the work formerly occupying two power
shovels and two trucks plus the part-time work of a bulldozing tractor.

A Historic Past and a Soaring Future Promise

Much for California’s Little Switzerland

ALPINE COUNTY

them. Names painted on huge gran-
ite boulders in 1848 still are visible
on Kit Carson Pass. And even now,
over one hundred years later, me-
mentos such as oxen shoes or tail-
gate boards are picked up by hikers
and hunters.

What is now Alpine County—also
known difectionately as the 'Swiss
Alps’ of the Sierras—was originally
a part of the Territory of Utah and
then a part of Nevada Territory. In
1863 it was found that the area was
actually part of California and in
1864 Alpine County was created
from the adjoining counties of Ama-
dor, Tuolumne, El Dorado, Calaveras

Howard C. Currie, Alpine County Road Commissioner, has been in county road work since 1919.
His road equipment was first powered by horses, then the Holt tractors, forerunners of the Cater-
pillar-built line. Now his road equipment includes a Cat. No. 12 Motor Grader, a D4 and their most
recent acquisition, a Cat D6C Tractor with dozer.

and Mono. With an elevation that
ranges from 5,500 feet to over 10,000
feet, Alpine County was named for
its rugged mountain peaks and beau-
tiful lakes.

Probably the earliest referral to
this area is found in the memoirs of
Jededich Strong Smith, who traveled

Road ma
taken in

$

over some of this terrain as ecaly as”

1826 and 1827. Another legendary
figure of American frontier history,
Kit Carson, trapped and hunted in
the area in 1839 and later accompan-
ied Captain John C. Fremont's ex-
pedition to Cadlifornia. He traveled
through the winter snows of 1844 over
what is now Kit Carson Pass. A
monument to this courageous scout
surmounts the summit of the pass
named for him. A tree which bore
the scout's name and the date, 1844,
is now at the Sutter's Fort Museum,
Sacramento, California.

Upon reaching this area, some of
the pioneers decided to remain on
the eastern slope of the Sierra. Trad-
ing posts and hotels were establish-
ed and settlements grew in popula-
tion.

In the late fifties and early six-
ties, when valuable ore was discov-
ered at Silver Mountain, there was a
veritable rush to that new land of
promise. This time the magic lure
was silver. By 1863, a town of con-
siderable size had sprung up at Sil-
ver Mountaih and the need was felt
for an organized county government.
In 1864, the governor of California

With a population of 165, the County seat of
Markleeville lies quietly in a pastoral setting,
surrounded by majestic mountain peaks.

Alpine Ci
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Road maintenance and snow removal are all
taken in stride with the new D6 owned by the
Alpine County road department. Taken late last
fall, this scene was covered with several inches
of snow one week after the photo was taken.

Some of the prices charged in 1868
were as follows: Markleeville to
Woodfords - about seven miles -
wagon and span - 50 cents; pack
animals - 12% cents; loose stock - 5
cents per head. Prices ranged higher
or lower, according to the distance
traveled.

A story is told that in 1850 a cara-
van of bulls passed through Ccarson
Valley and followed the road into
Woodfords Canyon. At a toll gate a
few miles beyond Woodfords, an al-
tercation took place between the
gate-keeper and the drovers, who
protested the high toll rates. One
member of the party cut the pole gate
with an axe and shot the keeper,
who rolled into the brush, wounded.

On the other hand, halfway be-
tween Greens and Luther Pass was
another Toll gate. The man in charge
was known to leave the gate open
many times so that travelers might
go by free of toll.

Today the roads care maintained
by the State and the County. In ad-
dition to the State highways that

, traverse the County, there are about

-~/ 110 miles of county roads that must

be maintained the year around. This
includes keeping them clear of snow
in the winter. It is not uncommon for
six or seven thousand vacationers to
invade the county on a three day
holiday for hunting, fishing or just
relaxation.

Says County Road Commissioner
Howard Currie, "With average sea-
sonal snowfalls of eight to twelve
feet in the higher elevations of the
county, I'm glad we have Cater-
pillar-built equipment to keep these
roads clear in the winter and to main-
tain forest trails in the summer. With
a crew of only 14 men, we have to
depend on our equipment for every
job and emergency. We have found
that Caterpillar-built equipment is the
most dependable by far.”

The Federal government owns
91% of the county land area with
8% owned by cattlemen for grazing.
One per cent is being developed into
sub-divisions for future population in-
creases. )

Alpine County is known for its
mining, lumbering, ranching, graz-
ing, hunting and fishing grounds, in

. .._jaddition to its camp sites.

The county government is especial-
ly proud of the fact that it is free of
all bonded indebtedness. This pride
of solvency dates back to the Coun-
ty’'s early days and the name of an
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The cornerstone of the Alpine County courthouse was laid in 1928. Stone for the building was
quarried above the site of Silver Montain, which was the first County seat.

historical spot - Hangman's Bridge.

A murder was committed, and
since an impartial jury could not be
found, a change of venue to Mono
County was ordered. At this time
Alpine County was suffering from a
shortage of money and a certain
group in Mono County coveted east-
ern Alpine County. If Alpine County
went deeper in debt, as a result of
the expensive court trial, the County
might disorganize and the Mono in-
terests might then acquire control.

A local committee was formed to
intercept the prisoner on his way to
Mono. This was accomplished and
the prisoner was forcibly taken from
the officers and hanged from the
bridge. Thus the solvency of the
county treasury was perhaps main-
tained and the county’s present ter-
ritorial boundaries preserved.

This ‘Little Switzerland’ of the Si-
erras - with valleys named Faith,
Hope and Charity - is indeed a Cali-
fornia Heritage.



Cashman's Field Service Dept. Has Heavy Responsibilities in a Vast Territory

Covering nearly all of the state
of Nevada plus the most rugged of
the mountainous Eastern counties of
California makes field service work a
perpetual challenge to the Cashman
Equipment Company’s service per-
sonnel.

They face frigid arctic blizzards in
the thin air of the high Sierras—they
broil under the furnace of a merci-
less desert sun to get Caterpillar
equipment rolling again for the con-
tractors, loggers, miners and farm-
ers of the silver and golden states.

Distance, temperature, accessibili-
ty, time and customer diagnosis
frustrate these service personnel.

But despite it all, they do their job
well and have eamed the respect of
the drivers, managers, owners and
government supervisors for the amoz-
ing job they do and the obstacles
they have overcome.

Any machine, even Caterpillar-
built equipment, will break down or
wear down eventually from hard use.
The trick is to keep this from happen-

ing as long as possible, and to make
intelligent use of Cashman’s field
service when the inevitable does
occur. Field service is more expen-
sive than shop service and so rou-
tine overhauls should be predicted
and scheduled when equipment is
avdilable near one of Cashman’s
Shop Service Centers in Las Vegas
or Reno.

Orrin Kitchin, Cashman’s service
manager at Reno, matter-of-factly
sums it up this way:

“Field service work should be of
an emergency nature only and
should never be used for major re-
pdirs or overhauls.”

He continues, “Although Cash-
man’s is adequately equipped to
service a customer anywhere and
almost anytime, consideration should
be made for our avalability of labor
and the distances involved. It is not
unusual for a service truck and
mechamic to have to travel 300 miles
one way to take care of an immediate
problem. When this is necessary,

costs run up for everyone involved.
Above immediate labor and #avel
costs, however, is the lost worktime
if a job is halted due to am import
ant machine being down. Field serv-
ive work, because of xavel time and
lack of ideal working facilifies, is
naturally slower than shop work
done in Cashman’s Las Vegas or
Reno plants. Slower repdairs mean
more dollars for service work as well
as lost operating time.”

For these good reasons, Orrin
urges Caterpillar equipment owners
to watch their machinery carefully
so that field repairs can be skillfully
avoided. When field service is nec-
essary. however, Cashmam’s shop
people go into high gear to provide
immediate aid. A midnight call for
help may take a truck and crew to
a point 300 or more miles from their
home base. Every conceivable part
and tool must be carried with them
to properly remedy the «ailment de-
scribed over the phone.

Here’s where Kitchin asks for more
help from his customers. Every detal.
including the minutest squeak, rat-
fle, grind or howl should be describ-
ed to the Cashman person receiving
the service order. Once on its way,
the service crew has no source of
parts or tools other than those that
can be driven, bussed, flown or
floated to the repair site.

Kitchin points out that every pre-
caution has been taken to make each
service truck as completely self-suf-
ficient as possible. Besides a full
complement of hand tools, these
‘shops-on-wheels” are also equipped
with telescoping bocoms, winches,
cutting torches, air for power tools
and auxiliary power for lights and
elecitrical equipment.

Orrin  Kitchini, Cashman’s service manager at
Reno, notes that although . Cashman’s is adell-
quately equipped fo service a customer anywherdC
and almost anytime, consideration should be
made for availability of labor and the distances
involved. Field service work should be of an
emergency nature only and never used for major
repairs or overhauls.






signed « bill creating Alpine County
with the county seat at Silver Moun-
tain.

For nearly o decade, this town

igh in the Sierras flourished «nd
silver flowed from its mounidin veins.
Then came the demonetization of
silver in 1873. This sealed the doom
of Stlver Mountain. An election 12
vears later caused the county seat
to be moved to Markleeville, where
it remnains to this day.

Alpine is unique in that it has
within its boundaries no high school,
no docter, no hospital, dentist, bar-
ber or theatre. It locks toward Ne-
vada rather than California to sup-
ply its needs.

The county, which covers 776
square miles has a permanent popu-
ladion of about 400. The couaty seat
of Markleeville has o population of
only 185 and lies on the crest of the
Sierra. Until very recent years, when-
ever winter snows piled up in the
high mountaln passes, Alpine was
entirely cut off from Cdlifornia cmd
turned to Nevada for all supplies.
To this day, most of the population
still shops ot Minden or Reno.

Such was not always the case. In
the days of the pioneers, when it
took days rather thom hours fo tra-
verse distances of 50 to 100 miles,

.. Woodfords was the first trading sta-

tion on the eastern side of the Sier-
ras in this entire region.

Established as an outpost in 1847
by Samuel Bronnon, Woodfords was
the first white settlement in the area.
Brannan, o Mormon on his way from
the west coast to Salt Lake to mest
with Brigham Young, left two'men
and a cache of supplies at the spring
which is close to the present Wood-
fords store. The men stayed through-
out the winter ond built o log stor-
age cabin. The following vear, a
stopping place for travelers was
built and the setlement was called
Bremnon Springs.

In 1848, there was a heavy influx
of people, among them a Daniel
Woodford, who decided to locate
nearby. A few vears later, alter the
name Brannan Springs had been re-
placed by Carey's Mills, o post of-
fice was built and given the name
of Woodfords. That name still stands
today, although there is no longer o
post office in the town.

Other early settlements, many of
them now just names and memories,
included Summit City, once the sec-
ond largest votling center in Alpine
area. Excerpts from a letter to the
Daily Alta Cdalifornian of June 15,
18684, read as follows: "We have in
Summit City about 600 inhabitants
and the town is building up as fast
as lumber con be obtained. The
usual camount of stores, blacksmith
shops, bakeries, saloons efc., are in

full blast and « church and school |
will follow in due time. In the matter
of politics we are about o stand off
between Union men ond rebels.”

Summit City was considered by
some to have been the highest min-
ing district on the North American
continent.

As recorded in the Douglas Coun-
ty, Nevada recerds, Jacob |. Marklee
located « land claim upon the 160
acre tract which is now the Town-
site of Markleeville, on September
12, 1861. The Alpine County Court
house, erected frem locally quenried
stone in 1928, today stands on the
site of his cabin, which old fimers
say was consiructed entirely of wood
and shoakes, even to the extent of
wooden hinges on the doors.

The influx of people became so
great that a town was started in the
early part of 1863. By the next vear,
there were 168 houses and a popula-
tion of 2,620. In 1864, it missed be-
coming the first county seat by 95
votes. This henor did finally come to
Markleeville 11 yvears later and it is
still the county seat. The town suf-
fered « disastrous fire in 1886 and
was never rebuilt in its entirety.
Strangely, the rise and fall of Mark-
leeville was never wiingssed by the
mon who gave it its name; Jacob .
Marklee was killed in a gunfight in
the spring of 1863 during a qucrrel
over the remch on which the town
now stands.

T

At the Hime of the gold rush to
Californiax in 1848, o need was felt
to convert the various trails over the
mountains intc wagon roads. In time
it became customary for a person or
compeny to obtain o fronchise to
construct and maniain o road. In
turn, they were permitted to charge
a toll and erect a toll gate or toll
house. This authority was first dele-
gated as . a terriforial or state func-
tion, and later, in the early sixties,
was given fo local counties.

The ioll road franchise stipulated
the rates to be charged for the par-
ticular use made of it. For instance,
a certain sum was chorged for o
wagon and team and another rate
for saddle horses or loose stock. A
local resident often maintained the
road near him for a few miles and
erected a gate at which he collected
the toll. Another person had chorge
of maintenance from there on and so
on. <

Road grading and light snow removal keep this
clder medel No. 12 busy.



Sierra Indians Plead for
Part in, Poverty ; @mggam

The Washce Intlians of Alpine
County have sent a telegram to
President Johnson with a plea
{0 make sure his anti-poveérty
program will not exclude them.

“The Bureau of Indian Af-
fairs dictafes the programs un-
der the Economic Opportunity
Act. virtually eliminating the
Washoes from any existing pro-
gram,” said Richard McKenzie,
spokesman for the Washoes and
a representative of the Ameri-
can Indian Council Inc. in San
Francisco.

The telegram to the president
was sxdnbd hy Eart Jaines,
president of the Washou of Al-
pine County Inc¢., an organiza-
tion representing some 200 men,
women and children.

77

“We are accomphs‘xmg noth-
ing and getting nowhere with
local and state supervisors. It
is now apparent they are will-
ing to allow the economic aid
act to die without finding any
assistance for us,” ‘he teleglam
S8V3. l

McKenzie said the Bureau of |
Indian Affairs told the Washces;
they must have land before thel
bureau can do anything.

“But the Division of Forestry:
feok back land at Lake Tahoe:.
where Washeces' old fishing,
camping  and burial grounds:
were 1ocahed McXenzie said.

The Washoes ask the Presi-
dent to grant them 50 acres of
their old land for their working
people to live and build a cen-

|

yter for Indian arfifacts.
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Restoration Pro|ect Set

Tiny Alpine County, the least populated county
in California, has courageously set out on the diffi--
cult and expeﬁswe course of restoring its historic one-
room school house high on the hill above the town of
Markleeville,

This project has been undegtaken by the Historical
Society of Alpine County, a group which boasts a
membership of over 120 in a county with a total pop-
ulation of under 500 people. .

The Old Webster School, object of the restoration
plans, was built in 1882 by the pevple:of Marklee-
ville, Work was done on a volunteer basis with donated
materials, The school was in use until 1929 when the
New Webster School was built. Since that time the
building has fallen into a state of serious disrepair
and is in danger of ‘total collapse unless action is
taken soon. It was for this reason that the Histor-
ical Society sought the help and advice of Orvel John-
son, President of the National Association of Restora-
tion Specialists, The N,A.R.S. recently presented the
Society with a Prospectus on the restoration project
including an outline of work and a complete breakdown
of estimated costs.

The total estimated cost of the project is $3500

tall of which must be raised by donations or pledges
_in the immediate future.

Johnson and his team of restoration specialists plan

“to be in Markleeville during the week of May 16-22
_to begin actual restoration work, Their services are
‘being donated. frée of charge. Some volunteer labor

will be used, and there will be a need for donated
materials, Alfred O, Chain, construction and mater—-
ials coordinator, is in the process of working out .
these details. : .

The Historical Society is also asking.for the return
of historical items and artifacts which were associated
with the old school, items such as desks, 1nk wells,
slates, books, etc,

The b1ggest single problem facing the small group .
is that or raising $3500 before the May 16 deadline, .
A sense of urgency is present for two regsons: the .
first is that the offer of expert technical assistance
has been made for that week and cannot be utilized -
unless enough money has been raised! to guarantee .
completion of the project; the second reason is the
prevailing opinion that if the school is not restored in
the immediate futuré it may be beyond the pomt:
where restoration 1s possible, - ,







BY CHARLES HILLINGER

Times Staff Writer

MARKLEEVILLE—Alpine Coun-
ty, smallest county in populdtion in
the state, wants to be part of Califor-
nia again.

It happens every spring.

In the winter Alpine County be-
longs to Nevada.

With the arrival of tlie first heavy
snows each fall, four of the five
roads leading into Alpine County
close for six to eight months.

The only link with the outside

world is Highway 88 running from
this unincorporated county -seat to
Gardnerville and- Minden, Nev.

Alpine is one of the most peculiar
counties in the country.

It has no barbers, beauticians, doc-
tors, dentists, nurses, hospitals, high
schools, traffic signals, theaters,
mr aries, industries, daily or
V .y newspapers or a number of
other essentials found in every other
county in the nation.

But it Has People
It has people—397 at last count.
Alpine County, on the eastern
crest of the Sierra Nevada lies 50
miles south of Reno.

It's the highest county in Califor-
nia with its lowest point over a mile
* up and a dozen peaks towering over
two miles.

Alpine is a little Switzerland dot-
ted with year-round, snow-capped
mountains, with spectacular granite
cliffs and crags, with dense stands of
quaking aspen, birch and pine, with
rushing streams and glacial lakes.

Half the residents are Washoe In-
dians. Most of the others are descen-
dants of silver miners who came to
make their fortunes in the 1840s, 50s
and 60s.

The county had a population of
11,620 a century ago—during an era
when Markleeville was a roaring
camp of 2,620. But the demonetiza-
tion of silver in the late 1860s ended
the mining in short order. Marklee-
ville, largest of 11 hamlets in the
cr 'y, has fewer than 100 people
t. .

Biggest employer in Alpine Coun-
ty now is the county. In some cases
entire families work exclusively for
the county.

Elizabeth P. Coyan, county treas-
urer and county tax collector, for ex-
ample, is dean of county treasurers

in California. She's served as Al-

pine's since 1919.

Her husband, George Coyan, was
county coroner from 1921 to his
death last December. Mrs. Coyan's
son, Gary, drives the Alpine County
high school bus, is county sealer of
weights and measures and a county
fish and game commissioner.

There is no high school in Alpine
County, so Gary Coyan drives the
county's 34 high school students
each day, weather permitting, to
Douglas County High School in
Gardnerville, Nev.

Mrs. Coyan's niece, Mrs. Rosella
Jackson, is deputy county recorder
and official census taker and her ne-
phew, ‘Rosella's husband, Robert, is
the county's civil engineer for roads.

When Alpiners land a county job,

even if it's an elective.office, they

generally make it a lifetime career.

Supervisor 36 Years

Dean of California's 296 county su-
pervisors is Bernice Dangberg, 78, a
widow, who has been an Alpine
County supervisor continuously
since 1930. Her father held the same
job for 13 years, from 1875 to 1898.

"Wonders never cease up here,"
said Mrs. Dangberg. "When I was
first elected 36 years ago, members
of the board met once every three
months and were paid $2 a month.
Our pay jumped to $12 a month in
the late 30s, then to $50 and a couple
of years ago to $100."

The . board now meets once a

"month. It's one of few government

agencies on record to unanimously
vote against accepting a pay in-
crease. Gus Egger, supervisor since
1948 and owner-operator of the
Markleeville General Store, explains:

"The Legislature wanted us to
boost our salary from $100 to $250 a
month. We turned it down. Maybe
we're worth $100, but surely not
$250. We tried to set a precedent for
the rest of the county officials.”

Egger believes he's the only coun-
ty supervisor in California earning a
large share of his income from
pumping gas. He runs one of the two
gas stations in the county in con-
junction with his general store.

To get here, y¥ou either hike in or
drive up. There are no air strips and
no public transportation—not even
the Greyhound bus.

The one elementary school is split
into three sections with 30 kinder-
garten, 1st and 2nd graders attend-
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NEVADA NEIGHEOR — Alpine
County adjoins Nevada, and cud-

dles closer in winter than summer.
Times map

ing classes in Diamond Valley, 14
youngsters attending 3rd and 4th
grades at Fredericksburg, and 24
students enrolled in 5th, 6th, 7th and
8th grades at Woodfords.

Paul Ghilarducci, only male
schoolteacher in the county ex-
plains: "We used to have three
school districts in the county, each
with a one-room schoolhouse.

"We unified and now have one
school with three sections. None of
the buildings is big enough to house
all the students. That's why we had
to do it this way."

Only law enforcement officer in
the county is Sheriff Stewart Mer-
rilll

You can't even buy a cup of coffes
in the county in the winter. In sum-
mer four cafes are.open for "outsi-
ders" who come up to fish, hunt,
climb mountains, camp out and just
relax. But there isn't a place to eat
open from Sept. 1 to June 15.

Markleeville is progressing. {t re-
cently opened its first subdivision
this century—six houses. It now has
a bank—the only one-man bank in
California. Phil Martell is the teller,
bookkeeper, janitor and manager.

With the spring thaw, Luther
Pass leading to Tahoe Valley will
soon be open and Alpiners will be-
come Californians again,



QEFICIAL GROUP—Markleeville general store is operated by County
Supervisor Gus Egger, pumping gas. Others, from left, County Treas-
urer Elizabeth P, Coyan, her niece, Mrs, Rossella Jackson, deputy coun-
ty recorder; Gary Coyan, who is employed on three county jobs. .

LOFTY SETTIME—On a hill overlocking Marklee-

ville, Alpine County, Dale Robinson, 9, sits on steps
of schoolhouse talking with Phil Martell, county’s
only- banker. At rear, left, Gary Robinson, who is

county trapper, game warder: and school.bus driv-

er, and Al Chain, head of county water company (44

users). Smallest county in California boast popula-

tion of 397 and has few commercial establishments,, 4.
Times photos by Steve Fontaninim_



Memoirs Revive
Alpine Events

EDICATION of a Pony
Fxpress monument fo-
day in the little Alpine
County village of Wood-
fords on the eastern
crest of the Sierra Nevada hrings

‘to mind that it was near Woodfords

I that Snowshoe Thompson made his
home for 20 years or more.

Woodfords on the X1 Camino

Sierra is the second community of
importance in Alpine Counfy. The
county’s No. 1 town is Marklee-
ville, the county seat.

" Woodfords, known in 1853-54 as
Carey’s Mill for John Carey who
established a saw mill there, he-
came better known as Woodfords
in 1869 for Daniel Woodford who
became owner of the old Carey
Wil

Today’s unveiling of a Pony Ex-
press monument at Woodfords is
being held under auspices of the
Alpine County Historical Society.,
Speakers for the occasion are Col.
Waddell Smith, president of the
National Pony Express Centennial
so prominent six years ago, and
Unifed States District Court Judge
Sherrill Halbert.

Willtam Harrah, the casino mo-
gul at Stateline in Nevada, is send-
ing the Joe Val Trio to Woodfords

Phete from Bancroft Library, University of Californin

Photographed in the 1890s, the Hot Springs Hotel is the oldest building in Alpine County standing today

ver, Frank and Will Musser, Wil- hath house with its tub and show- = N those remote and isolated
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Speakers for-+he occasion are Col.
Waddell S¥ || president of the
National Peny Express Centennial
so prominent six years ago, and
United States District Court Judge
Sherrill Halbert.

Wiltiama Harrsh, the casing mo-
gul at Stateline in Nevada, is send- -

ing the Joe Val Trio to Woodfords
to provide music for the day, and
Kenny Benson and Chris Gansberg
Jr, are slated to do a re-enactment
of the Pony Express run up the
emigrant trail. Both of the riders
are from nearby ranches in Alpine
County, according fo Mrs. Mabel
C. Love, secretary of the Alpine
Historical Society.

y ERE in Oakland we have
Phyllis Grover Guerra ag a
source for Alpine County
history, and with the Woodfords
fete in full swing today we sought
her out only fo discover she had
recently edited {he historical notes
and memoirs left behind by the

late Wilda Grover Eubanks, a half-

sister of WMrs,

Charles A, Grover,
Wilda Grover was born at Gro-

ver's Hot Springs in the Marklee-

Guerra’s father,

v i11e-Wocdfords neighborhood in

1877, spending most of her child-
hood there and in Markleeville.
She taught at the old Webster
School in Markleeville in the 1890s
and early 1900s, later settling in
Dixon with her husband, where
they raised seven children bhefore
she returned to school-teaching at
Gold Run, She died in Dixon a few
years ago.

Her full memoirs are being pre-
sented to the Alpine Historical So-
ciety by Mrs. Guerra, but it is our
privilege to divulge a few histori-
cal notes,

Wilda’s mother alse taught in
Markleeville at one time, some of
her pupils being Myron and Byron
Chambers, Charley -and Edith Gro-

ver, Frank and Will Musser. Wil-
da’s father was also a native of
Maine, but her parents didn’t meet
and marry until they were Alpine
County residents.

Grover’s Hot Springs, where Wil-
da was born, was but three and
three-quarters iniles west of Mark-
leeville, When she put in her ap-
pearance fhere wag also Charles
Alvin Grover (father of Mrs, Phyl-
lis Grover Guerra), Edith Adel
Grover, Will and Frank Miusser,
and later her brother Merrill and a
sister Mina,

“Grover’s Hot Springs was a
wonderful place to live,” Wilda
notes. “It was a good sized valley
with springs up on the slope of a
small hill. There were higher hills
and mountaing all around, and hot
springs of varying temperatures
below our home,

“My d{ather had put barrels
around the heot springs. I remerm-
ber that visitors who drank from
one of the springs liked to put salf
and pepper in a cup of the waler,
insisting it then fasted just like
chicken soup.

“There was a bath house where
we bathed in a wooden tub, also a
steam room where sick people
could perspire to their heart’s con-
tent. Best of all, though, was the
pool. Here the water was so heavy
you could fold yourself up into a
small package, hold your breath
and then take your feet off the bot-
tom of the pool and come up bob-
bing like a cork.”

that led from the Grover

THERE was a wooden bridge
dwelling down below fo the

haihing pool, extending also o the

hath house with its tub and show-
er,

“The bridge was built out over
the wafer and had fo be replaced
ofien as the hot water rotted the
beards,” Wilda recorded,

“Pests of the water indicated
many minerals present, People
would drive their teams in from
the Sacramento Valley and Stock-
ton tired almost to exhaustion and
covered with dust but happy to be
at the springs at last.

“Their horses would be as gaunt
as their drivers and his friends.
Papa never charged a cent for
their bathing and using the water,
but he did charge a small fee for
pasturage for the horses,

“Y remember papa packing one
man down to the bath on his back.
‘The poor man couldn’t walk. A few
days later he was walking down to
the pool and bathhouse by himself.

“Our ‘house had two fireplaces,
and there was a large Buck stove
in the kitchen and a smaller siove
in the summer kitchen. Hot water
from one of the springs was piped
inte the kitchen, Fven though it
was very hard water it took only a
few minutes under this water to
have the dishes clean and sanitary.

“One corner of the kitchen had &
spring boxed in and covered that
furnished bubbling water that was
almost ice cold,

“There were three bedrooms
upstairs and an attic where we
tossed everything we didn’'t want
to throw away.

“In addition to the kitchen on the
downstairs floor there was a big
dining 100, & parlor, and a bed-

‘10()!&’1..‘

Photo from Bancroft Library, Universily ¢
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Pho‘rographed in the 1890s, the Pm‘ Sprngs Hotel is the oldest building in Alpine County standing icday

g N those remote and isolated
areas of the Sierra Nevada dwy-
ing the piloneer years, “papa’

had to be the doctor, butcher, hak-
er, merchant, and candlestick-
maker — all in one. Bul there is
plenty of evidence that “mama”
was always arvound for the hig as-
sist.

‘Papa was a good buicher and
made that his trade,”” the school-
teaching Wilda Grover Euahanks
relates,

“He made many trips te Bodie
and other places along the way,
with four horses, sometimes being
gone three or four days to deliver
all his produce. He™earried with
him beef, homemade hutier, pork,
and in the summer a few vegeta-
bles, The route was up over the
Kingsbury Grade, the same he had
followed in earlier days.

‘“We would watch for his home-
coming, usually spying him fivst
through the trees at the half-way
stake on his way from Marklee-
ville, We'd be at the big pale that
closed off the lane to our home to
greet him — BEdie, Mell and I. He
was fired, covered with dust, as
were his four horses; but he gave
us a hand and up we went over the
side of the thoroughhrace,

“Uncle Miles (Miles Bowler),
mother’s brother, was with us for
a time. He had an operation on his
ear and papa was dressing it
Papa asked mama for a hairpin
and he used that {o push a collon
swab into Miles’ ear” 1 stood look-
ing on for a few seconds, ihen
fainted dead away .. .”

Continnest an Fage 24
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Continuwed from Page 21
l ABKLEEVILLE had a big
W

fire in the 1880s. “We saw

the smoke from Hot Springs,
Della and papa going in to town in
the cart to bring home the news,”
Wilda reports.

“The entire town was almost
destroyed. There wasn’t any water
system and consequently very lit-
tle water handy for fighting the
flames. The Hansen Hotel was
burned to the ground; Riley’s
house back of the hotel was
hurned; Weis’ Grocery, a laundry,
Arnot’s dwelling, and the jail, I
believe the old courthouse escaped
the blaze,

“The Weis dwelling, a little
brown house occupied at the time
by a NMr. Brown; the John Musser
home, the Griffith house and the
old shaky brewery also survived
the flames.

“The Chambers family lost
everything they had.”

At this point, recollections turn
to early lessons and schooldays.

“At first—~mama taught me at
home,”” she recalls,
old Charlie to school a few times,
riding behind Edith, The school
was in Markleeville, I couldn’t
stand the rides very well and
urged Edith fto walk our horse.
Sometimes it was 10 a.m. before
we reached school,

“My first teacher was Ella Dav-
is of Genoa,

“Later the teacher was Timothy

Patrick Larkin, a man who knew

his business but to us kids he was
a byrant, The time came when no

ana wrantad hisn ta fnonh anuminra

“Then I rode-

bers until the blood showed on the

back of her neck. He whipped Hen-
ry Champagne on the hands until
the marks showed, He had given
us a lesson to write, and I had
drawn lines to help keep the words

straight across the paper, Henry .
didn’t use lines, It didn’t look good .
to old TP,

, 50 Henry got the whip-
ping. I was scared.

LT n verlafanennd ATAT1 sncrnualer awma

pines, the men ate their meals in
camp and slept in bunks arranged
in tiers along the walls of the
bunkhouse.

“We always set around the din-

- ing room fireplace in the evenings,

listening to the men tell stories

‘that were both enter tammg and of

great interest.
“There was 1no gas or electmclty

el AT m ol Al YL YTl Lot AL

=
Photo from Bancmn lerary, 'Umversuty of Callforma

A log drive of the 1870s near N\arkleev:lle in Alpine Coun’ry s’rar‘rs logs off to Virginia Clty mines and mills

cided to move to Markleeville. Tt
would be much closer to ,school, he
pointed out,

“He bought the lot from Johnny
Hansen where the old hotel once
stood, Then he bought the old
Fiske Hotel in Silver Mountain,
Fred and Tom Murphy and some
other men” helped him  pull the

‘Fiske Hotel down board by board

and nila i+ hich an tha dand ool



o eau . ’ﬂssons and schooldays

“atl |t mama taught me at
home,” she recalls,
old Charlie to school a few times,
riding behind Edith, The school
was in Markleeville. I couldn’t
-stand the rides very well and
urged Edith to walk our horse.
Sometimes it was 10 a.m, before
we reached. school,

“My first teacher was Ella Dav-
is of Genoa,

“Later the teacher was Timothy
Patrick Larkin, a man who knew

 his, business but to us kids he was

a tyrant. The time came when-no
one wanted him to teach anymore.
He was even hung in effigy.

“Larkin was well educated. In

addition to teaching he was a'very’

competent. printer, But after his
wife’s death he became more hate-
ful and cruel, It a ¢hild was caughf

misbehaving they had to stand on.’

. the stove in the schoolroom.”
Wilda didn’t note whether or not
" the stove had a fire in if, although
' she  pointed out that most of the
children were afraid they’d fall off.
“But the fear of falling wasn’t
near as great as the fear of Lar-
kin’s ire,” she wrote.

“‘He whipped little Alma Cham-

“Then I rode

- ““Across the river,

A log drive of the 18705 near I\/\arkleewlle in Alpine Coun’ry sTar’rs logs off to Virginia Cn‘y mines ancl mills

bers until the blood showed on the

back of her neck. He whipped Hen-
ry Champagne on the hands until
the marks showed, He had given
us a lesson to write, and I had

drawn lines to help keep the words
‘Henry
“didn’t use lines, It didn’t look good .
_to old T.P., so Henry got the whip-,

straight across the paper,

- ping. I was scared,-
“He whipped Mell sevenely one
t1me too.”

VEN though the region was’
isolated there was little op-
x5 portunity to feel Ionely att
-Grover Hot Springs. _
. Grover, proprietor, was also half

-owner of a wood cutting enterprise -
. with one Andy Gray—the firm of-
i Gray and Grover., -

Their business was to cut wood
and send it down Hot Springs Riv-
-ér in the spring freshets, Wllda
contmues her memoirs:

Charles A,

among the ;

pines, the men ate their meals in
camp and slept in bunks arranged
in tiers along the walls of the
bunkhouse.

“We always set around the din-

- ing room fireplace in the evenings,

listening to the men tell stories

- that were both enteltalmng and of
~great interest, ‘

$There  was no gas. or electrlmty
in those days. No labor. saving de-
vices. No telephone, no. automo-

.biles, no-church, no doctor: closer

than 25 or 30 miles, no movies, no
television, no radio. But we had
coal oil lamps, and tallow candles.

“We rode- sometimes in a cart

pulled by a single horse, a buggy
with centerpole: for two horses, a

two-horse spring wagon, a dead

axle wagon for heavyy hauling, or
sometimes a buckboard. Then
came the .day when I was the
proud owner of a second-hand
phaeton.

“When the wood cutting “slacked’
off due to lack of trees, papa de-'

‘the lumbel

cided to move to Markleeville, Tt
would he much Tloser to school he
pointed out.

“He hought the lot from Johnny
Hansen where the old hotel once
stood, Then he bought the old
Fiske Hotel in Silver Mountain,
Fred and Tom Murphy and some
other men” helped him pull the
Fiske Hotel down bhoard by board
and pile it high on the dead axle
wagon and hauled it over the dan-
gerous roads info Markleeville.

There in the 1880s they put up the
Hot Springs Hotel, or Grover
House, It was the old Fiske Hotel
in 'a different setting, They used
the windows, in fact
everything but the old square
nails.

“All this time mama kept the
home fires burning at Hot Springs,
Charlie and Edie helped her there,
but I went to Silver Mountain with

- Aunt Della and papa and the work-
men ., ., "

-—THE KNAVE
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By Doris Cerveri

Se\remal hundred pelsons became palt of a

field trip sponsored by the Nevada Hlstorncal
Saciety of “Reno wheii” they ‘trekked down old

reads from Carson.City via Genoa to Markle\e-
ville one Sunday in September.

-Leaving' the  Carson .High’ School" football
field at 10 a.m. where the tour started, the
lawge entourage traveled through historic Car-
son City, Nevada’s pretty- little capital. Named
aiter the famous guide, Kit Carson, this guaint
town occupies an important and unique niche
in the state’s history. It was at one time 'a
division point on the Pony Express route, and
also either a terminal or important’ lel’SlO'n
point for seven toll roads, five telegraph lineg, "
and distributing point for cut lumber and t1mbe1
from early saw mills. Being on the main route '
of the Overland Trail, it served, too as the cen-
tral supply. line for warious mining districts.
The historic Virginia and Truckee Railroad
claimed the town as its central termihal with .
routes running to Vir gmla Clty, Silver Clty, Reno
and Minden,

Carson City is proud of ibs' fine museum,
ﬁm'my interestiing “old “Homes’ contlammg beantn-
Aul antiqué furniture,dnd éxquisite! cutiglass dud. -

Hunk Monk Drove Stage in the '50's.]

china and its stately old .capitel building. .

History buffs were guided out of town by
control cars in-the caravan onto a dirt road,
which is a portion of the original emigrant road
and the Pony Express trail, and only one - halt
mile from the tour’s starting point. -

Approximately another mile farther was
onice the center of the -Carson-Tahoe Lumber
and Fluming Company wood yard. Although
this company at one time carried on extensive
lumber operations, nothing remains today.

Several miles -from this and across Cleai
Creek was the famous Clear Creek Station, and
to the west was Rufus Walton’s toll road, the
first one up Clear Creek Canyon leading to Lake
Bigler (Tahoe). Toll was paid here hy wearty
emigrants, and a wagon yard and bhlacksmith
shop serviced the Pony Express, as well as giv-
ing aid to freight teams and stage coaches. The
Overland Telegraph Line passed through this
point.

This same rvoad winds through bheautiful
Jack’s Valley all the way to (Genoa. Located
in the valley are several old dwellings surround-
ed by stately groups of Lombardi poplars and
many venerable cottonwood trees planted by
the Mormons wherever they located. :

- The most unique old place is the Rufus
Adarns home over 100 years old, owned today

_by.a grandson of the original pioneer. This out-

shanding structure consisted of a 22 - room com-

‘bination homie. and hotel constructed of brick

fired on the property. It hoasted, too, of a has
and. large dining room, with a dance hall up-
stairs, and’ at the time was one of the most im-
poriant stopping places on the early road. M.
Adams has restored the building, and in the
north wing which contains six small beclrocoms,

. has installed a powerful amateur radio tl"ans-
‘mitter. This is a far cry from what the emi-

grant guests- were accustomed to so long ago.
The caravan stopped in Genoa for approxi-
iately two hours, and after eating lunch in the
picnic area of the old fort, members had ample
apportunity to inspect the many historical at-
tractions of this tiny settlement,
Of considerable interest to spectator,s were

mmmerous authentic \dances doneiin'full vegalia: +J

on a wooden plaiform inside (the:fort by two



_wmall boys, sons of a- Cheyenne Indian, who
sparrated the history of each dance,
; One of Nevada’s first dwellings; The Plnk
House, located dirvectly across from the rebuilt
“ Mormon Station, on the 0ld River Road, now
known as Genoa Lane, attracted many persons.
This house was the residence of a reowned Nev-
ada Judge, D. W. Virgin, and it has recently
been restored. It is believed that the main section
of the house was moved to the site, and was
the home of Col. John Reese, Reese with his
brother, Bnoch, and nephew, .Stephen A. Kin-
sey, were the flrst Nevada settlers who arrived
from Salt Lake Cify in 1851 and operated Mox-
mon Station. The Pink House has eleven rooins

each containing much of the original furnishings.,

Mormon Station is now an historic state
“monument and many interesting relics pertain-
ing. to the early seiflers ave on display in the
mugeum. Among these relics are bearskin driv-
ing gloves, worn by Hank Monk, colorful stage
coach driver of the West; two telegraph insulat-
ors, and a sendjng key and receiver of the Over-
land Telegraph established in 1859. Of intevest,
also is a hand-carved cradle made by Snow-
shoe ’l‘hompson for his only son, Arthur, and
Nevada’s fivst grist mill stone, built in 1854 for
the Mormons.

Reese’s trading post provided tlhe emigrants
with food, clothing, and implements. Later he
expanded his facilities to include a grist and
sawmill, and blacksmith shop. It wasn’t until
1856 that a colony of approximately 70 families
wag sent to Carsen Vallev, This group laid out
streets, and renamed the town Genoca. The
foﬂewmg year all Mormon seddlers were called
Ifmv ¢ {0 Salt Lake City to help defend it against
the United States Army

Towrs Create

New Interest
In State’s Past

Mormon Stofion in Genos Is e State Monument

Although there was a way siation, toll
house, lumber mill, general store and several
homes here, about the only thing left in Freder-
icksburg at the present time is a well-kept
cemetery where many first settlers arve buried.

Woodfords, five miles from Fredericksburg,
was a resting place for emigrants ecoming
throvgh the area, and was a junction point for

the toll road over Ebbeit’s Pass. Here, foo, was .

located a Pony Express siation, telegraph
station, saloon, large hotel, blacksmith shop and
wagon yvard. Like Fredericksburg nothing much
remains. It is, however, a supply point and gate-
way o excellent camping and fishing areas in
the high Sierras.

Approximately seven miles from Frede-
rickshurg the caravan reached the end of ifs
field trip at Markleeville. Although in California,
it was at one time considered Utah Territoy,
and later Nevada Territory. Its first settlers were
members of the same emigrant {rains that settl-
ed in Nevada valleys. When Nevada became
a state in 1864, its citizens were disgruntled to
discover they lived in Califernia when Alpine

v
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(Mevada Historical Society)
overloshna the town. On a recent visit to this
area, Mr. O?‘val Johnson, President of the Na-
tional Association of Restoration Specialists,
was attracted by this school, and impressed with
the desirahility of saving it as a symbol of Al-
pine County’s past. He was impressed, too, that
a group of people known as the Alpine County
Historical Sociely of the smallest county of Cali-
fornia were determined to save the little one
room school.

The Old Webster School was built in 1882
by the people of Markleeville who did all the
work themselves. The school continued in use
until the new Webster School opened in 1929,

The National Association of Regtoration
Specialists has restored  historic buildings
throughout the United States. They aid people
interested in restoring relics by furnishing a
wrospectus including detailed plans and cost es-
tirnates. All work on the school house has been
dona on a volunteer basgis, and to date has in-
clnded a new foundation and flooring, re-ghingl-
ed roof, repair of bell fower, siding veplaced,
window and door casing repaired and the wood
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The old brick courthouse across the street
from the trading post also has a fine display of
items pertaining to the past, as well as numerous
beautiful paintings of the late Hans Meyer
Kessel.

Members of the caravan were loath to leave
such an interesting place, and it tocok consider-
able urging by Walter Mulcahy,. narrator of
historical sites, to get evervone on the road
again. : i .

Approximately two miles farther south the
caravan passed Walley’s Hot Springs, which
was an elegant spa in the 1880’s, featuring a
luxurioys 40-room hotel, swimming pool, and
adjoining bath houses. Hundreds of people
vigsited this place yearly to enjoy its medicinal
waters. Still farther at the foot of Daggett Pass,
it was a very popular route {o Lake Tahce and
California after 1860. The present owner has

completely restored this famous old station, and -

it is now one of the most attractive and authen-
tic historical remmants of the past still standing
in the entire Carson Valley. Henry Van Sickle
made history by doing away with Nevada’s bad
man of the early 1860°s, the noforicus Sam
Brown, Turning west at this station, the Pony
Express went through Daggett Pass, uvp Haw-
ley Grade to the summit.

Leaving this point, the caravan progressed
to Mottsville named for Isamc Mott, who sup-
nasedly built his first house from wagon boards.
He also carved a window sash out with a jack-
knife, and paid 75 cents for 7x9 panes of glass
to fill it. Mrs. Motf is reported to have been

the first permanent lady settler in Carson Valley,

Close by Mottsville was Sheridan, then
Frederickshurg, originally gettled as a way
station on the Reese-Mott foll Toad which runs
west of the present highway, In the beginning,
Frederickshurg was part of Carson County, Utah

_ Territory, and later declared Nevada Territory.
Following the Schmidt State Boundary Survey
of 1873, however, it was found to be a little over
1.5 miles in the State of California.

The Reese - Mott charter was not recogniz-
ed by the State of California after 1873. At this
point the original emigrant trail and toll voad,
which the caravan parvalleled and crossed from

i time fo time on the field: tuip, ends .and runs .

I closer to the foot of the meuntains. .. i

Approxumately seven
rickshurg the ca” an reached the end of its
field trip at Mark. /ille. Although in California,
it was at one time considered Utah Territoy,
and later Nevada Territory. Its first settlers were
members of the same emigrant trains that settl-
ed in Nevada valleys. When Nevada became
a state in 1864, its citizens were disgruntled {o
discover they lived in Calife~npia when Alpine

mules from FErede-

County was formed,

Jacob Marklee took un a land claim of 160
acres on the present location of the town in Sep-
tember 1851. He established a trading post and
toll station on the Markleeville creek, the pre-
sent location of the Alpine County courthouse.

Members of the tour lingered in this lovely
little town, visited the museum located in the
basement of the school west of town, the old
Alpine Hotel, 'and the dilapidated old jail. The
Alpine County Historical Society is restoring
several old: buildings in the avea, including a
quaint little school house perched high on a hiil

= % EE S N ; R ; e PR
Old Webster School Will Be Resored (Academy Press,

specialists  nas  resiored  Iistoric
throughout the United States” "ey aid people
interested in restoring relics , furnishing a
rrospectus including detailed plans and cost es-
timates. All work on the school house has been
done on a volunteer basis, and to date has in-
cluded a new foundation and flooring, re-shingl-

puIamgs

ed voof, repair of bell tower, siding replaced,

window and door casing repaired and the wood
treated with a preservative. The Association
has presented the Alpine County Historical
Society with 20 desks of the type used in the
school in the early days. As soon as the school
is completely restored it will be painted white
with red frim, and will be epen to the public as
an example of school biuldings of the past era.

Throughout the entive trip it was viewing
ol huildings and other relics of former glory
that made the effort worth while. Beautiful
scenery was also plentiful for camera bugs, and
other pecnle enjoyed visiting with old timers
as they relived exciting events of the past.
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