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lpine C9unty, Pop. 2411 Takes life EaSy 

Lounging on the porch of the store above 
is IO o/o of the population of Markleeville, 
COllnty seilt, and nea.rly 4 % of th-. total 
population of Alpin<l CQunty. In a tea, 
Alpine is con1p<1r~ble to Orange County._ 
IR population, it'• second smallest in U.S. 
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lpine (9Unty, Pop. 241, Takes· Life EaSy 
. 
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Lounging on the porch of the store above 
is 1 Oo/,, of the population of Markleeville, 
county seat, <:1nd nearly 4 o/,, of th� total 
population of AlpiM Co11nty, In otea, 
Alpine is con1par9ble t<:> Orange County •. 
In population, it'• second smallest In U.S. 
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At right, pretty Hiurielt l:liflllwinlder 20, 
native of Af1-,ine County, tulre; mail to the 
Courthouse Wn Morklee"me, Blessed with 
s<:e:nic grana4eur, A lpil'le is on Nev(llda bor­
der in Lake TahO(l) 1:1:a.1,ntn-r. Col,llnty hl:id 
its first jury triqf in S;ii, y~<;i1rs thil!: ye~r. 

St~ry ,,,, Pttg~ 1.. F.m\ l All Tin:FS pb0•<>< !,y J,:,h.'!: Malp,in 

Dec::.. \1., l 9 St 
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ercrov1ding Here · 

IS THAT ALL?- Yes, olmost. Here's the entire school enrollment of Alpir:ie Cmm­
ty except for 011e obsent puriL Teacher ii Mrs. Louise Robinson. At right is the 
ruins of old smelte~ whkh dotes bock to Alpine's industrial oga-the silver days. 
For the city-bred, \'he :.ilenct IH,re: sometimes sounds louder than Wilshire traffic .. 
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;u� ,,;_ Dog sleeping on the main thorough fore of Markl.e&vllkt emphosiz�s :tba .leisurely tefnpo. of State's srn�llest county; 
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Co.:t'SOY\ \Z;..,c_, Wo.Jr-e.C 
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.· > : O .o .. o::-C,;)?::rrr,,!c 
For ·24: years, residents bf' J\lpine · 

·county in California; and Douglas, 
.Storey,; Ormsby,:· and: : Churchill 

, Counties in Nevada, have,. been· 
..._ · wrangling about 'the di~ibution of 
,~- · water from the Carson nver . . 
, '· It started · back in 1925 and the, 

'1'-- controversy has raged.continuously.; 
1 · Water allocations have been made 

by what appears to be a board with­
{"\ out :legal standing, 'Its official title 

is ''Board of ,East Fork Water Users 
('\_ of East <Fork of the Carson- River, 

Located ·in Douglas County, Nev." 

j.. which· sounds legal enough, , 
. But the ooard members finally. 

\ "c have bowed ·to. a ·temporary re-
. ;s;: .\-straining: order. ,and Federal · courtl 

S · · iction , is' now·! nearit:g 1 completion. 
•.~· · ·,,The, court . has -appomted a w.lteri 
-J, ,master, :'and· it appears·, .that 1after 
'-·--"- .:·nearly' a· .quarter of a centu;-_y, the 

I bitter 'fight . over.' Carson 'River 
water is to be settled. : '. · · .. · 

. The foregoing is passed along by 
a. former resident , of ,the Nevada 
area involved,· who maintains :the' 
·principal:· question is not yet. an-, 
swered. -From personal 'observance , 
over .. a, period· o. f even more than· 241 
years, ,he says the big · query · is:. 
"What. water?" . . : · · · ' 

.JI' ' 

SELECTl~E TRI M~I NG \,(iA~H _:~ ' '. i •• t 
A.·lpine Folks Prefer .Treesi 
So Slot Machines Must Go· 

The way .. the ·trees grow up Dist. Atty. W. ·coburn ·Cook and 
in the mountains it's. next to 'nn- Sheriff .Orrin Brown found an 
possible to tell whether you are old statute . giving the county 
in Alpine, Amador or Eldorado jurisdiction 500 yards beyond its 
County. _ boundary. · ' 

It got so, however, you couldn't They arrested Piazza and his· 
see the trees for the slot ma- bartender, Manley Ressler: Yes­
chines and punchboards in Dave terday in the court of Justice of 
Piazza's tavern. the Peace A. L. Love in Wood-, 

It is in a "no man's· -land," a fords, Alpine County, Piazza paid 
roughly surveyed area at the in- a $500 ;fine and Ressler one for 
tersection of the three mountain $200. ' . . 
counties. Officials of each county Alpine County also confiscated 
couldn't' decide which had juris- the machines. Now you can see 
diction-until Alpine Comity's the trees. 

----'-----------'-----
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3-County 
MARKLEEVILLE (A Ip in e of these three counties by, the terday, including Sheriff Orrin 

County), Oct .. 22.-An Oakland s~ate Legislature in 18~4. Loca- Brown, Coroner Ge~rge · Coyan, 
consulfu)g engineer, .John P. tt~on _o_f thte _Sonor:3- trtha1l at thatt Walter· Thornburg, .Grant Mer- : 

· . . 1me 1s a issue Jn e presen . . 
Ryan, of '5932 Ocean View Drive, dispute, because the trail was rill and Harry !fawkms .. 
supported the bid .of: this tiny named. in the act as a portion It was brought out also · that 1 

mountain county for territorial of the boundary between Alpine Alpine County is at present col'- '. 
expansion yesterdcJy at the first and Tuolumne counties. lecting taxes on property lying ; 
of· three. hearing:- before the . I:!,yan also presented some 200 west of where Calaveras County '. 
State t.:ands Commisison.. old maps, which -he said were is taxing . property. There is· a '._ 

The hearings will continue to-. "buried" in 'the University of six-mile belt where the boundary 
morrow and Friday in Sonora, California geology building since between these two counties is ' 
Tuolumne County. 1889 when they were presented uncertain, Ryan stated. ,·· ·.' ... 

Ryan presented original•notes to the university. These, toa, sub- Jurisdiction over sc,tne 3?,,000 
. of the 1863 S~a te Geological stantiate the Alpine County claim acres of forest land 1s at "ISP.u~ 

Survey party, headed by J. D. against Tuolumne County and in. the dispute between· Alpme , 
Whitney, to substantiate Alpine indicate also that Alpine's west- and Tuolumne Counties. Alpine's 
Coun~s claim to portions of, ern bound'.1r! should be farther District .. ~ttorn~J. W. Coburn 
Tuolumne · County as well as west than 1t 1s at present located. Cook· said· as:.· much. as 94,000 
Calaveras and Amador counties. An array of lupine County acres may be at issue in· the'I 

Alpine County vrns carved out pioneer residents testified yes- claims ag_'.1insflhe ~hree counties. · 

·. COUNTIES- GO BACK TO '63 

1rsoundary Row.ls 'Rough'· 
;spNQEA, Oct. 23 . .,....Spokesmen th~ remains . of a. bridge men- was along Deadman Creek 9r , 

fo~. Alpine and Tuolumne Coun-1tioJ1ed in the ·notes .. : _ ea.rlier roi'l:tes ,Iying further south., 
ties wrangled· today over the . Under . ·cross - quest10mng. by Tuolumne County argues that I 
. . . . Carkeet today, Ryan admitted the boundary should be along\ 

route of a _State Geological S:ir- 1that the bridge mentioned bj, Clark Fork.· , , · 

jvey pa_rty m.1863 as the hean'.1g·Professor Brewer could .. have Jurisdictioh over from 30,000 
of the.mter-c_o~nty boundary dis- been ·at.the intersection of the to 90,000 a,cres of forest land is 
pute resume~ ~efore the State Clark and Middle Forks of the a~ stake in the ,hearings being : 
Land.s Commission. , Stanislaus River. conducted by Col. Rufus Put- ' 

Ross Ca~ke:t,former 'luolumne Location of the route followed nam, executive officer for the ' 
County distnc! attorney, chal: by this. survey party is at issue Lands Commission. The commis-· ; 
lenged the testimony 0 ~ John ~- in the dispute because the legis- sion will decide the dispute on : 
Ryan, Oakland consul~mg engi- lative enactment of 1864 which the basis of testimony and ex-

. neer, that the geological party created Alpine County fixed its hibits presented at the hearings. 
headed by Prof. W. H. Brew~r boundary with Tuolumne County The first, witness. for Tuol- l 
fol1?'Yed Deadman Creek .. Ryan on what was then known as the umne County was. to be Carroll j 

. testified _o? Tuesday at Marklee- Sonora Tr-ail. Several· different McTarnahan, .nearing 90 years, · 
· ville,. Alpme ~nunty, tha~ Pro- rout.es.had been traveled by pio- who was county surveyor from 
L fessor Bre,11'.'er s not.es_ wh1?1 he neers crossing the Sierra crest in 1890 to 1894. His.home is now in 
. unc:nre_r~d m the Umversity of this region, which were · known San Francisco. . 

Califorma geology department as the Sonora Trail. Included in the disputed t.er-
sh?wed that the. party followed Alpine County contends that ritory are aboiit 155 summer } 
thIS creek ;md said that he found the trail refened to in the act homes arid- several. resorts. t 



-------- -- . It F-----

: �l �IPirle Courify.QOU11dary -1

,. �ll)ispute e_aring Delayed 
I 

_ . S1Jecial To The Tribune 
· · 

' SONORA, Q_ct. 
0

24. -'- Further Creek-or even farther south, the with the Division of Highways, 
,l hear1ngs on little Alpine County's' Sonora Emigrant trail. The Iegis-' wl10 said he does not think the :· 

bid for territorial and financial I lature of 1864 which created Al- C 1 ark F? r k route was the ·. 
: ' · · 

c 
· 

' 
- . · Sonora Trail of 1864. growth were:postponed today.be- pme ·01;1IltY, designated. the · , -

cause of the death in Turlock of border simply as the : Sonora TELLS OF TRIP 
the father of Ross Carkeet who Trail. · - · · · Counter t�stlmony came from i.
is representing Tuolomne: c�unty . Depending: on which vetsion- is F. F� Johnston, Tuolumne County _ 
in the boundary disputej , accept�d. by: the _State Lari-ds game warden ,f�ir,�:the_ past -18 

Col Rufus w Putnam execu- Commiss10n,. A 1 pi 11 e Col,lllty years, who told of a·.tnp up the ,
tive �fficer of fue Stat; Lands could gain jurisdiction· over 30,- Clark Fork.trail. • - ;
Commission taking testimony in 1· 000 to 90,000 .acr'!?S of fore�t land. Johnston said t:ees w ere
the· case, continued 'the hearing Propert:y- taxes an� mco:ne blazed and the trail �?od and
until November 20, when word' from loggmg· and grazmg, which well ;marked. He tE;_stified that
reached here that Stephen Car- TuoJumne County _has been c_ol- old ti1:1e cattlemen m _the area
keet; 72, had died. A retired Tur- lectmg, would .then go to Alpme told him of a wagon s!i-11 on the
lock merchant he suffered a County. . . - Clark Fork seven, or eight years 
heart attack on'Thursday. 1

. Atherton, called by D�st. Atty. ago near the Sono:ra ,Pass .. 
·At. yesterday's session . two ,W. Coburn Cook, of Alpme, con,- ·. Yesterd_ay's �earmg _was halted

St t . · ffi •a1 . t d th Al- ceded that Prof. W. H. Bre�er, abruptly m mid-aft�rnoon w:\len,
. a e O .cl s suppoi: e e , .who headed a State Geological Carkeet was calJ,ed· out because pme County contenti�n that its .Survey party in 1863 went a,own of the serious illness of his fatherboundary should be shifted south ·Clark Fork and called it Sonora in Turlock. · 

at the expense of Tuolumne .Trail in his notes but said ile , ..,.:----County.. · . was satisfied that' the "SonoraOne of the witnesses was Trail" referred to by the legisfa-,· Tracy L. Ather_to;11, topographer ture of 1864: was· not the Clark ·of the ,State D1vi�ion of Water Fork route. .Res�urces, who . said that he has . u n d e r : a blistering. . cross­studied many old maps but n�ver examination_ by Attorney Ross found �ne that shows a contmu- Carkeet, of Tuolumne County, ous t_rai� over Clark For�. however, . he admitted that he This 1s the route wluch Tu- didn't !mow exactly what, maps olumne County contends_ was were available to ·the legislature known as - the Sonora Trail and when Alpine County. was formed,::;ho1:!ld be the boundary between nor did he know how many Alpme a_nd Tuolumne County. times the bill creating Alpine 
QUESTION OF TAXES had been rewritten. 

Alpine County contends the The other Alpine witness was I 
Sonora trail was along Deadman L. D. Packard, senior engineer 

AI11i11.t�- Co-u11ty Figl1ts 

1
For ·T110J.um11e -·St.1•-ip -

SONORA; .Oct .. i.�5 (APL-Al- pi.J.1e County, then moved l,o the 
pine County-population 327-i.s Tuolumne County courthou,se at 
fighting with dusty history books Sonora. 
a11d parchment;. :i�iaps for ;:;_ Alpine .-claims Ti.wlumne is 
42,000-acre chunk of High Sierra drawing $25.000. a year in prop­
claimed by adjoining T110Jumne erty taxes· and anoLher $10,000 
County. from the federal .government on 

W. Cob11rn Cook. clistr\cf. aL- land which actually is inside the
torney for Californfa,';; lea�!; pop- southern bom1dary of Alpine. 

1ulous county, recently introduced The disputed strip, as wide as.._ 

: 1,863 documents be-fore a. State eight· miles, contains 155 · sum­
'-Land Commission hearing 011 a mer homes, and well J.;:..11own re­
Tuolunme-Alpine boundary :feud. sorts such as Strawberry. Pine-

Sessions began Tuesda? in the crest. Dardanelles and Kennedy,
village of Markleville. sea.t of Al- Meadciw:;_ I

------ -----.----
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--..--"'7"7,·,,=c�c=--_-. -�fr\p°;_�_-Qn��{i��;�i� -------- --
· � ep' ?t/. ◊ .-•�•·: -·_ . .  -
I , .Alpine �Oun�• (pop, 25�) may 
be .California's ,sD).allest, .. but• not

/ the least :vocaU , : :, ' : , : ; :. : , . _
! �As of now Alpine· County is ,
· fighting with _its_ neighbors-Al- ,
· pine, Tuolumne and.Ca�averas� i
in a red hot boundary\d1spute.:,
· And it is challenging the-:Fed­
eral Government over · water ·
rights along th� Carso� Ri".'e1:·

. Comes the third, .and: P,Oss1bly' ¥.A.RKLEEVILI,E, Alpln e.the most . significant develop- County, March 5.-:-Already em-'ment. T11e 'Alpine· · Cl:ironjcle. ·
dead for nearjy 75 - ;}!:ears.--,Jla:s , b�oiled· in a boundary dispute!.
·oeen revived. It . appear.ed. at with one of its neighboring com.i-
Mc1rkieeville last' 'week,. with' w. ties, Tuolumn1:;' li_ttJe Alpine I Colburn Cook;· district' attorn�y: . County today petitiorie.ilthe State'of Alpine, p_o1,1�1Y1 .. �s. ii;s, pub- :C-,and' Commission to. d�terminr-,lisher. . 1ts · fr_gntier, · with Amador - andThe first issue reported on the C�laveras Counties. · •
two legal_ l?<!ttlr�,_1p1cl,er .a, 9o�st-, The action was taken· by:thefol bamier headline: "Little Al- Board - of Supervisors. on . 'thepine Is Bigger Than You ;Think." 1. recommendation ·of Dist, Atty., The Chrbnicle clail;n�. t_o. hqve., · W: Coburn Cook.: He •said . the bee11 the first newspaper pub� /north _end of .the boundary is wen·lished on the eastern slope of the established at Kirkwood's resort Sierra Nevada Mountains'. 'Itwas on State Highway ss; but the ,founded- at Markleeville in 1864 

I 
southern portion "is not known."by Robert Folge!°· Al;p�ne_ ���tr . Inv9,lve� in the new dispute-was booming, with silver mmmg are about 5_00 acres of assessableand timbering. . land. There is a variation of · Soon ·afterward,· the- coiµity. about 12 miles in· the Iocatio:n �eat was moved to Silver Moun- I . of t_he boundary claimed by the -.tain City, and the P<!

-

Per m
_ 
oved: / var10us

-

counties, · according to

_ 1
-

· 
with it. In the early 70's, when Cook. - · 
the silver ran o,ut. of the moun- - : "�sessments in the area are _ ta.in and the city died, Marklee- : r all m.rxed up," he said. . . . 
ville got back both. the county 
seat and the newspaper. - - - --•. . 

Another move came about 1878 
�hen Bridgeport' boomed with a 
&ilver strike, but ·it· died and so 
«lid the paper. . . 

-THE KNAVE.

A: F 

, I •. 





SDL:ll1E:E,,:,,rJ'! fr,l!:,1;fi��; \ 
Sr.2..0-l-s:Jaus ::2.i'</2r to 1 

l .. f.41-v:tt J?e.a.lt On the crest 
Sie:"r-'3. about eig!1t n�l?s
So:1ot'a Pass� 

Tuolu:mnf:: (�ou:rrty ,1,,c:-i,:ld r.ztain 
r..,.,-r ..... 1••-1r� r,,.,_f.�-...,.,���-s: 

the I)a:--C:rc;,ne!J,�s: 

LAKE 

r�c-con)!:!t-ndation \"\"Ct�; 
'lesf:n10:::'"-- End 

;;-rod>Jced si,;::-:c -::.he::,, 

(0 

and l'Ol''l",r.-••-'<: c,f 
_pixie. a.nd Tuolun:iM counties.' 

lromc111I5,i, the district attorney 

;;;_3 Is 3 
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I In research for still __
11 picture "Kit C another W esterr' arson " th E 
I Small Productions t , . e d ware
I 

scout's boyhood an� �died th: famom

11 tisement, carried b thou;;d. this _adver­
ligencer for Oct b y 6 e 'tfissouri Intel. 

, "NOTICE· o er , 182�:
--· · To Whom 1t ---, cern: That Christoph C may con-

11111111l!lllllls====-� about sixteen er arson, a bov 
! but thickset t!�;shol?, small of his ag;,

, ..... .;;...;...----l th ' o air, ran away f 
I e subscriber Ii • . rom

M 

' vmg m Howard C o., to whom h h d o., 
learn the saddler' \ � been bound to 
first day of Sept:::etl on or ab�ut the
posed t h aSL He 1s suD-o ave made his wa l 

the upper part f th Y towards • 0 e state. All . are notified not t h b persons 
subsist said boy o d ar or, support or 
the law On un er the penalty of · e cent reward will b . 
to any person who ill b . e given 
boy. (Signed) D .d

wW rmg back said 

tlO 

fo--mtJ/JtG fronfier ,-;collf:

· ��O flZtN\ONt 10 CAUfORl'-\1�,

foll6lif 1N1He MtXIC�N Wf>.JJ..,

avi orkman." 

1HtN Root iooo MIL'e5 7iJ WAt;HINB7oN

Wi1H 11-lt NtW6 of C!>IUfORNl(l{G ANHeAA110H-..

.tJN!)/ 7lJ f!Nfi 7HAT Hit; ARM'/ 

C/JMMIGG!PN HAD NeVER BEEN coNfJRMf!J

f>it401HA1"1-lt- ��ONO PP/'/ COMIN6/ 
• 

· A__,Christopher Carson was· born
in Madison· County, Ky., in 1809. ·

f. ' 
' . .. When ·only· one year old he was 

JGT CARSON W.ar he was commissioned· taken. to Ho.ward County, Mo. From 

After :lea:dins ·Freinob.t iilto.:Ca:1i- briga_dier .general. · the ·time. tbat he was 1� to 17- he

• . . . . . . . _ 
served as a saddler apprentice. In

for�1a, bes10._es oth:er .hazardous �- _ .... - .. . . ... _ . _ . 1826 he started on his career as a

penences, 'K1t Ca1·s01'.l. ieund tu.t·h1s, Q-I would like'soine'information hunter, trapper and·scout; when he

Army commission 'had nev·er.· been· on Kit Cars.on. What was his real accompanied a party of hunters to

'\confirmed. However, in the, .Civil n'.'-1ne? Where was he born? Where Santa- Fe, New Mexico. 

-;:-=-----= : .. :� ., , ___ -:-...:::,=:--:: ....= did he spend his boyhood? RADIO r.u",.; • -:--- -

.------ - - -- - -
I 
I 
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LONESOME ROAD 

Lan u Can't F rget 
Coli:n I<'/,elcher, who has [ : ~:~~ : _] junipers . known locally iis been 1'ela/,ing his experiences · · f~· A. t\/f: d · "cedars." 

while walking the length o.f t' "''~• 'I I;, Ir· I hit the first snowbanks 
California, 1.n this installment~ · · ··~ just above 9200 feet, but they 
comes ·u.pon f;hat l-ush and u,n• were only small patches . ill 
:forgetf;a,ble area known as Al- in:to the hills again, I found the. deepe~t shade.• 
pine county. they were right. The 10,000,foot pass-still 

Jly CoUn Ffolcher 
~'YOU'LL :find some lleau-

. tiful country up there," 
they'd told me at the Marine 
Corps camp beside the West 
Walker. And when, after two 
days, my kn e e was well 
enough for-'1ne to start up 

Soon I was beyond the last partly snow-covered and. sur­
training camp and the last rounded by c r a gs, soaring 
road and threading my way up cliffs, and l;anging si10wfields 
through the first true forest -comma1ided a magnificent 
of my trip. Aspen groves bor- view down Silver King creek 
clered the little creeks, and and into the heart of aptly­
everywhere we1'e firs arid named Alpine county. I camp• 
pines and tamaracks and, on ed that first night near the 
the higher slopes, the massive headwaters of the creek at 

--Sl 
,;>\, 

d: 

about 9000 feet. 'fhe beauty of 
that secret, unspoiled country , 
captured me immediately, and 
held .me as such a willing cap• , 
tive that it was a week before 
I had cove;red the 15 • miles 
miles downstream to where 
Silver King loses its identity 
in1 the East Carson river. 

No one who has traveled ~Colin Fletcher lookiat the distant waters of Lak:e Tahoe 
dqwn Silver I{ing,could:forget , , , ! ' ! 
the meadows. 'l'h~ cool, shady. · . . . . 1 • 

forest comes to a·sudden halt ing msects. The11, at the foot no ,;roads, either. The only 
. aiid a fla,t expanse of grass'. o.f the m~adow, ,\rhere the wa:\'. in is on foot or by pack 
Iai,id opens out 011 either side trees dra:v 111 a;1d n,e boulders hor~e. 1 

ofithe creek. A group of black :~tart,, agam, the creek gathers , Ii dragged myself away 'at 
A11gus cattle browses at the ,itseh together before plung- lastjfrom the lush meadows of 
edge.of the trees, and a white• ,ing headlong once mol'e. upp,er Silver King (also known 
face:d Hereford meditates in Inside the forest is a carpet as F;ish valley), and went ~lowh 
th¢ ppen sunlight, its legs al- of, color. Among '.the trees past Llewellyn falls, pasf tjie 
mbst:hidde11 in the lush itrass. grow blue· and purple and old tlogging camps, past the 
A doe-or even a buck1 \Is White lupines, five-pointed, steep ca11yo11 with the' granjte 
12;:Mrrt Stl1lrise or sunset~,,. )qs ~,:1:~!~"g•h~a-d,l ye:l~';; a12~rt::~ clif,~ weathered .ah1:?st ?lad<! 

does have tha 0111 
sheriff in,Califomia 

You might possil 
though, from the r 
lakes and great ex 
nntouchecl country 
map, thatt today the 
of Alpind depends 1 
the ' 'rist trade -
lar~, . 10 n fisl1en, 
hunt~rs. When I ca 
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the meadows. Th~ cool, shady 
forest comes to a sudden halt, 
and a flait expanse of grass-

. land op'ens out on either side 
of the creek. A group of black 
Angus bttle browses at the 
edge ofithe trees, and a white­
face'd Hereford meditates in 
the open sunlight, its legs al­
most hiclde)1 in the lush grass. 
A doe-'-or even a buck, if it is 
near sunrise or sunset-grazes 
close by. 

Here at the' top of the 
meadm,,, the creek rushes 
white ainong granite boulders; 
but. soon it meanders lazily 
and draws. sweeping silver 

I loops across the green land-

I 
scape, ;The water is shal'low 

'now, a11d runs musically over 
a gravel bed. In the back 
eddies, 1trout suck down float­

j 

ing insects. Then, at'the foot 
of the meadow, Where the 
trees draw in a~1d tl)e boulders 
start aga,in,. the creek gathers 
itself together before plung­
ing headlong one~ more. 

Inside the forest'is a carpet 
of color. Among 'the trees 
gr'ow blue and purple and 
white lupines, five-pointed, 
hanging-head yellow and red 
flowers, red and orange 
Indian paintbrush, three en­
tirely different kinds of sun­
ffowers, and a lily identical 
to the · yellow and orange 
·desert mar i p o s a but with 
white.petals and purple mark­
ings round the stamen. 

Map of Alpine 
I'd · been in Silver King 

valley for fom; days when · I 
met Charlie Roberts and Sid 
Henderson, who ride up every 
/ew weeks to che'Clc the cattle. 
(Apart from two forest war­
dens, also on horseback, I 
saw no one. else all week.) 

Connell's Cow Camp- a 
single. log cabin, where I 
stayed. two days with Charlie 
and Sid berore they went out 
-is the only buildirig stand­
ing in the whole length of 
Silver King valley. There are 

no roads, either. The only; 
way in is on foot or by pack 
horse . 
, I dragged myself away . at. 

last from 1 the lush meadows of 
uiiper Silyer King (also known 
as Fish valley), and went dow11' 
past Llewellyn falls, past the 
old logging camps, past the 
steep ca11yon with the granite 
cliff weathered JJ.lmost black, 
and came out in the broad 
meadow' where the creek 
meets the East Carson river. 

You can learn a lot about; 
Alpine county merely by look­
ing. at th1e 118111es on the mapl 
Silver an'.d Silver King creeks, 
Silver pe:ak, and Silver Moun, 
tain Cit)' tell you that there 
was once a mining boom 'in 
that b r 'o ken, mountainous 
country. i Jeff Davis peak; 
Pickett's p ea k, and Freel• 
ericksbui·g date the boom­
for · when the first silver dis­
coveries r-aised false hopes of 
an extension of the Comstock 
Lode, the men who swarmed 
into Alpine were mostly Civil 
·war veterans.' The rough', 
tough outlook of the mining 
boom is reflected in such 
color.ful names as Hangma'n's 
bridge, The Nipple, . and Bor­
der Ruffian: lake. And you'll 
find the · necessary contr;ist 

- -, in '.Faith, Hope and Charity 
\'a,Heys_ ll!)ld $unset l;i),e. . 

But 'the map vvill riot tell 
you that Alpine's permanent 
population of under 300 is 
the smallest of any county in 
the United States. It will not 
tell you that. in · aH Alpine 
there is 110 ·church, no bank, 
no telephone e4change, no 
movie h o u s e, no parking 
meter_:_and only one year­
round bar. Nor will it tell you 
that the county boasts no 
doctor, no lawyer, no police­
man, no harber, 110 butcher, 
no cand_lestick-maker-buL it 

does have the only woman 
sheriff in California. 

You might possibly guess, 
though, from the rivers and 
lakes and great expanses of 
untouched country on the 
map, that" today the economy 
of Alpine depends ma,inly on 
the tourist trade - and very 
largely on fishermen an cl 
hunt~rs. When I came down 
out of the Silver King country,. 
and hit roads, the first two 
establishments I saw were both 
dedicated to sportsmen. (I 
say "establishments" because 
neither boasted a permanent 
building). I arrived at Dave 
Roberts' Wolf creek pack 
station, soaked through from 
a hail and rainstorm that had 
swept down from the peaks, 
and was grateful to share his 

1 

campfire and find a corner 
for my sleeping bag in his 
temporary tackroom. 

Sheriff in Skirts 
. Next clay, in Markleeville, 

Mrs. L11cile M. Brown-:sheriff 
of Alpine · county-told me 
some fascjnating history o( 
the country from the time it 
was a hustling mining center, 
through rr.sell:lement ·as ranch 
land by Gccman irnrnigrani:s, 
up to llrn presrnt · d,:1;y. S'.rn 
showed me the c,ld county 
jail, with its massive windo'\;l. 
ba~·s slill in place, that is 
now one of the; outbuildings 
of her motel. 

::viarkleeviifo i,s the county 
seat of Alpine. The roadsigns 
outside town quote its popn-, 
lation as 100, but I was told I 
[hat an unofficial count late' 
o e night ir, the bar·--llte 
only bar- had failed to raise 
beyond 54. 

Five miles beyona l\farklee­
ville, close below Hawkins' 
peak, I found Barry Hawkins 
i 11 his weatherbeaten o Id 

years-and I've seen se· 
five of them. I can rem< 
the last log-drive <low: 
river: Round '89, that' 
80,000 cords went dow1 

When I saw• Mr. Ha 
he was standh1g besic 
lVIoclel A coupe, leanil 
one of his tre11sures-i 



F 

·., 

The route of FJetcher's solitary trek 

wooden house with its· odd fliij;tloek rifle marked 'Har~ 
angles and gables-and TV per's Ferry, 1839'. 
antenna. "Yes," he said, strok- I went on down the road, 
ing his carefully groomed through the o u t s k i rt s of 
beard, "the peak was named W o o d fords (the signboard 
after my grandmcthe:r, one said Pop. 67), struck up Wil• 
.of Alpine's earli~st settlers. low creek, and climbed onto 
And it was she who suggested the ridge of the Oa>rson_Range · 

· naming Markleeville a ft er near Freel peak. Before me, 
Jacob Marklee, a friend of like a map, spread Lake 
hers and first man to take Tahoe. Behind lay the 'cup• 

raters of Lake Tahoe 

only does have the only woman 
pack sheriff• in California. 

You might possibly guess, 
i.y at though, from the rivers and 
ws · of lakes. and great e.."i:panses of 
aown untouched country on the 
dowfi map, that' today the economy 
t the of Alpine depends mainly on 
: the the tourist trade - and very 
anite ·Iargelr-01rfi:shermen-·an d 
fack, hunters. When I ca:ine down 
1road out of the Silver King country 
:reek and hit roads, the first two 
·iver. establishments I saw were both 
,bout dedicated to sportsmen. (I · 
look- say "establishments" because 
map. neither boasted a permanent · 
eeks, building). I arrived at Dave 
:oun- Roberts' Wolf c re e k pack 
here ·station;,;oaked through from 
11 in a hail and rainstorm tha,t had 
nous swept down from the peaks, 
1e2--· md was grateful to share his, 
ere~ . ,ampfire and find a corner · 
m ~ Jor lllY. §1..§~.I>i~g .. lJ.ag j11 . :!!is . 
dis- temporary tackroom. 

is of 
tock 
med 

Sheriff in Skirts 
Next day, in. Markleevilie, -

up land .there. that is Alpine county, its rim · 
"Alpine has quite a history, the still-white Sierra peaks, · 

you know. Blew up like a its bowl a confused mass of 
bubble-and burst like one. lesse:r mountains, its lip pour: / 
It's all happened in a hundred ing out eaJStwards · down· the. 
years-and I've seen seventy- Carson and into the Nevada­
five of them. I can remember· desert. 
the last fog-drive down the l In two weeks I had :riot 
river. Round '89, that'd be. even skimmed the surface of. 
80,000 cords went down." that wild county or its color•· · 

When I saw Mr. Hawkins ful history. But as I cut west-; 
he was standing beside. his· ward down through• the tim• 
:Model A coupe, le-aning on ber, I knew I'd be coming 
one of. his treasures-a long back to Alpine somedar,. 
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raveyard R~calls Id Tale 
arkleeviHe British 'Lord' 

By Peggy Trego 
.RI{LEEVILLE, A I pine 
- Alongside the Ebbetts 
Highway, a few miles 
►f the site of once roar­
Iver Mountain and a few 
miles west of still bright­
Markleevme, is the re­
r of a strange story 
;ban a century old. It is 
' graveyard with only 
:aves; one marked with 
:fully carved piece of 
~, the other with only a 
,n wedge. . 
ile farther east from the 

rises a gaunt brick 
ey, and near· it a once 
' house stands beside 
;vas once a neat garden. 
are part of the story, 

lthough only the old-
in Markleeville can 

:>u an idea of what part 
igments played in the 
ice of long ago . 

. Big Way 
i, in the.1850s, the story 
when Lord Chalmers of 
d set up his dreams of 
11 tangible form. A sil-
1e was the basis for the 
and it was to be the 

,ilver mine west of the 
1ckLode, 
omplete his household, 
:halmers married the 
, gentle Mrs. Laughton, 
w with one son, Harry, 
Ld made a living in the 
vidow's world of the 
'JY cooking and caring 
ious families. She bore 
,rs a son, Lewis, and a 
er whose name has not 
:I in the memories of 
timers. 

THE SACRAMENTO BEESunday, Febl'nary 22, 1959 

i · few years, it seemE. . . 
:r/~~d;~t ~~A Li~~[ f.,,,..1:'.:,~;!:1:e!~;l~1,,~,:r~}1~~-1 at~~,!~~ ~{:rr~"~ev~d~, -~ppears dif- 1 res!den.ts. They recall also the story of the woman he married. , smelter - and a tinv ;ar::nrRv::mi i:irP th,:,,. mi:>m,:,ntf\"'"' · 1,.,. J.,,ft 
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raveyard R<;;call Id 
arkleeviHe B itish 'Lord' 

By Peggy Trego 
.RKLEEVILLE, A 1 p ine 
- Alongside the Ebbetts 
Highway, a few miles 
,f the site of once roar­
lver Mountain and a few 
miles west of still bright­
Markleeville, is the re­
r of a strange story 
'.han a century old. It is 
' graveyard with only 
~aves; one marked with 
~fully carved piece of 
~, the other with only a 
,n wedge. . 
ile farther east from the 

rises a gaunt brick 
ey, and near it a once 
, house stands beside 
1Vas once a neat garden. 
are part of the story, 

lthough only the old-
in Markleeville can 

:>u an idea of what part 
:1.gments played in the 
tee of long ago . 

. Big Way 
:, in the.1850s, the story 
when Lord Chalmers of 
d set up his dreams of 
n tangible form. A sil-
1e was the basis for the 

and it was to be the 
,ilver mine west of the 
.ck Lode. 
omplete his household, 
::'.halmers married the 
, gentle Mrs. Laughton, 
w with one son, Harry, 
Ld made a living in the 
vidow's world of the 
'JY cooking and caring 
ious families. She bore 
!rs a son, Le·wis, and a 
er whose name has not 
:l in the memories of 
timers. 

THE SACRAJ\IENTO BEESunday 

le 

t few years, it seem1;; · . . . . · 
, ~/,~a~t ~~i> L~~~I f,.,.~ .... ~~~l:,e!:l:,,1,~_:rf4-h~1,/!~~

1
5~: ~I:rr~

0
!';,ev~d~, -~ppears dif- res!dents. They recall also the story of the woman he married. , smelter - an( 
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raveyard R~calls Id Tale 
arkleeviUe British 'Lord' 

By Peggy Trego 
.RKLEEVILLE, A 1 pine 
- Alongside the Ebbetts 
Highway, a few miles 
if the site of once roar­
lver Mountain and a few 
miles west of still bright­
Markleeville, is the re­
r of a strange story 
:ban a century old. It is 
' graveyard with only 
:aves; one marked with 
,fully carved piece of 
~, the other with only a 
,n wedge, 
ile farther east from the 

rises a gaunt brick 
ey, and near it a once 
, house stands beside 
;vas once a neat garden. 
are part of the story, 

lthough only the old-
in Markleeville can 

)U an idea of what part 
igments played in the 
,ce of long ago. 

Big Way 
:, in the.1850s, the story 
when Lord Chalmers of 
d set up his dreams of 
n tangible form. A sil-
1e was the basis for the 
and it was to be the 

silver mine west of the 
➔ck Lode. 
omplete his household, 
:::halmers married the 
. gentle Mrs. Laughton, 
w with one son, Harry, 
Ld made a living in the 
vidow' s world of the 
JY cooking and caring 
ious families. She bore 
irs a son, Lewis, and a 
er whose name has not 
:l in the memories of 
timers. 

THE SACRAJ\IENTO BEESunda;y 

t few years, it seemt · . . . . 
If life. An~ th~n Lordi Markleeville, per9he~ atop t~e Sierra Nev~d~, -~ppears dif- residen.ts. They recall also the story of the woman he married. 
:rs bade h1s w1fA l'l'l'lrl fPr<>n+hr .,.,,.. .. , +l..n~ .+ ,:i • ...1 t.~~1- ·- .._,..__ '""'''-· · · 

smelter - and 



aUs Old Tale 
ritish 'Lord' 
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le,~ ,a~op,t~e SJerr~_~ev~da, ~ppears dif- 1 residents. They recall also the story of the woman he married. , smelter - and a tinv P-r::rni>v::ir.-1 ::ir,:,. thP. •ml"mi:>ritni:>" h,:, Jpft 



Strange~e 

Tiny Graveyard Recalls Id Tale 
~! A 1a _ ~k'e-~ .. : 11 _ o _:1.: _L ,, __ ,,._J., 
---' I IV \d I I tc V I B t! Di' II I!) I I LU f U 

By Peggy Trego 
MARKLEEVILLE, Alpine 

Co. - Alongside the Ebbetts 
Pass Highway, a few miles 
east of the site of once roar­
ing Silver Mountain and a few 
more miles west of still bright­
eyed Markleeville, is the re­
minder of a strange story 
more than a century old. It is 
a tiny graveyard with only 
two graves; one marked. with 
a · carefully carved piece of 
marble, the other with only a 
wooden wedge. . 

A mile farther east from the 
graves rises a gaunt brick 
chimney, and near it a once 
stately house stands beside 
what was once a neat garden. 
These. are part of the story, 
too, · although only the old­
timers in Markleeville can 
give ,y:ou an idea of what part 
the-fragments played in the 
sequence of long ago. 

. . Big Way 
Here, in the.1850s, the story 

1' c1 when Lord Chalmers of 
_ ........ and set up his dreams of 

' glory in tangible form. A sil­
ver mine was the basis for the 
dream, and it was to be the 
finest silver mine west of the 
Comstock Lode. 

To complete his household, 
Lord Chalmers married the 
stately,· gentle Mrs. Laughton, 
a widow with one son, Harry, 
who had made a living· in the 
hard · widow's world of the 
18~0s by cooking and caring 
for various families. She bore 
Chalmers a son, Lewis, and a 
daughter whose name has not 
lii;igered in the memories of 
the oidtimers . 

. For a· few years, it seemed . . 
a happy life. And then Lord Markleeville, perched atop the Sierra Nevada, appears dif- residents. They recall also the stor: 
Chalmers bad~ his wife and ferently now than it did back in the 1850s but the story of l and whom he deserted when he 
two small children farewell Lord Chalmers, as he was known, still is recalled by oldtime . British style house, now in disrep, 
while he made a visit home, . 
promising to return soon. rt He was buried not far from made her home. The ~rieving I may have found out the true 
was, of course, a promise he the Chalmers home, and the m~the: set . out ~o fmd _her I facts behind the surface story 
never kept. marble marker was placed on child, _trampmg mrles _of s1?e-1 as it is remembered today, 

n,A -..r,,,. lMfn ·- w,:, lk- m tho ct,.<>nO'e buctlinO' 11·· • · 1\1' k' . ·1· 1 • 
--~ l"'o~v .-~~t...... his crave .. -··1· ---f·--- ~-•-•,:, .' ~0 "''1 1veu m iv1ar 1eev1 le as an O a 

Mrs Lauo-hton - Chalmers "' · wor d o San Francisco. And. man Well liked Harry bad 
. "' D o-ht L ft \ · b I • ' went back to her former life l- au,.. er e. , it was ere, far away from the 1 tol& friends that when he died 

using her income from house~ Soon afterward, they say, I gentler wilderness · of Silver he wanted to lie beside his 
keeper's chores to augment the Chalmers daughter ran I I1:1°untain. and Markleville half brother, Lewis, to whom 
tr~ '1.ccasional sums sent her away to see what excitement that she finally succumbed to he had been devoted during 
. England, and she did not lay in the big cities beside the tI:ree unb~arable lo~ses_ of Lewis' brief life. A.D.d the 
L...c.i.rn openly. San Francisco Bay and found her• hf~, seeking· and fmdmg friends honored Harry Laughs 

Tragedy struck her first in work as a chambermaid. death m a dreary hotel room. ton's request when he died, 
May, 1872. Lewis, then 21, Youthfully selfish and strong It was a long time later ~'1at even though it was deep, win­
fell when he crossed thaw willed, the daughter did not the· second grave was added ter and took a bulldozer to 
swollen Silver Creek behind write her mother that she. to the tiny cemetery along- clear a road to the little ceme- . 
t.lie fine home and the roaring had a "position" and" friends! sideEbbetts Pass Road. Harry tery and dynamite to dig the 
e:trA~1"\"\ rlea'hL:t.rl 'h1.,._ +-" A,...~+l-s. .;_, t'\...,T,.1,-....-.,A T"."1.;+-"h "(H"h~'Y'VI· t:"!kr.1 T ,-,n,...t-.+ ..... -. +l-.- ...... ~1,.. ,... ___ _ ,,.:t.. ..... ------~- ' 



Tiny Graveyard R�calls Id Tale 
f ·. arl<leeville Britisl, 'Lord' 
By Peggy Trego 

MARKLEEVILLE, A 1 p ine 
Co. - Alongside the Ebbetts 
Pass Highway, a few miles 
east of the site of once roar­
ing Silver Mountain and a few 
more miles west of still bright­
eyed Markleeville, is the re­
minder of a strange story 
more than a century olcl. It is 
a_ tiny graveyard _with only 
two graves; one marked with 
a carefully carved piEJce of 
marble, the other with only a 
wooden wedge_ 

A mile fa1ther east from the 
graves rises a gaunt brick 
cMmney, and near it a once 
stately house stands beside 
what was once a neat garden. 
These are part of the story, 
too, although only the old­
timei·s in Markleeville can 
give ,you an idea of what part 
the -fmgments played in the 
sequence of long ago. 

Big Way 
Here, in the.1850s, the story 

began when Lord Chalmers of 
England set up his dreams of 
glory in tangible form. A sil­
ver mine was the basis for the 
dream, and it was to be the 
finest silver mine west of the 
Comstock Lode. 

To complete his household, 
Lord Chalmers married the 
stately,· gentle Mrs. Laughton, 
a widow with one son, Harry, 
who had made a li.iing in the 
hard widow's world of the 
1850s by cooking and caring 
for various families. She bore 
Chalmers a son, Lewis, and a 
daughter whose name has not 
lingered in the memories of 
the oldtimers . 

'l.bJ.!1 SACRAMEN'l'O B1 

. For a few years, it seemed 
�.h�ppy life .. A�� the_13 Lor�I Ma1:Ideeville,. perchecl _atop the Sierra Nevada, appears dif- t residents. They recall also the storv of the w oman he marriP.rL , .smelt1

M 



mts; They recall also the story of the woman he married, 
.vhom he deserted when he returned to England~ His 
h style house, now in disrepair, and the chimney of his 

out the true 
surface story 
bered today; 
1lle as an old 
., Harry had 
when he died: • 
e r~~ide his 
vi£ whom 
\TOtc:, .. during 
e .. And the 
:Iarry J:..augh,,,. 
1en he · died, 
·as deep win•. 
bulldozer to 
e little ceme­
te to dig the 

smelter - and a tiny .graveyard· are the mementoes· he left. 
The story goes that after his return to his homeland he married 
again and inherited a real title. 

When Lord Chalmers built his house he wanted it 
to remind him of England, so he followed the British 

style with chimneys 011 each end and a porch across 
the front. The building is dying of neglect. 
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iny Markleeville In Al 1ne y Be 
iHYR!>!)A'Y', JU�Y l!l, 1960 

Awakenin From 70-Y€ar Sleep 
By DICK MADSEN 

Tribun� Staff Reporter-. 
For sev�nty years a city has 

he0J1 asleep. 
The c<Junty seat, of California's 

smallest county, population-wise, 
it has not chang-ed its size apprec­
iably since befor� the turn of the 
ccn tllr)'.· 

But today, .Markleeville, in AI� 
pine county, just south of Lake 
Tahoe, is on the. threshold of a 
new birth of activity. Onc-e ·with a 
11opulation 11early 30 times its 
present citizenry,' Markleeville to­
day has a chance to start regain­
ing its los_t importance. 

The city, _now with only 120 
y,2ar-round 1'esidents, is staking 
its hopes for future growth on five 
crucial developments. 

First, the Li.1.ther Pass highway 
(State Highway 89) is being re­
located and reconstructed. It 
should be compkited · in another 
year or so, according to county pf­
f.icials. 

Second, an .airstrip near Mark­
lceville has been proposed,. and the 
first steps taken to";ards construc-
tion, 1 ' 

: 

Third, a , dam will be built :as 
1part of 1:he :Wasl10-2 ,Project wh{ch 
will create a large lake nottoo far 
from the ar�a; · I Fom'th, there is a distinct pos-
1,ihilitv ihe :California Divisions ;of 
Ilcach.es and Parks will developi a 
hot springs :west of :the town. 

And fifth) there is a possibility 
that considerable public land may 
be opened for summer cabins. 

rrhP pp��()l"I tho.c:-n a-n., .......... ........ - ��--

and of all Alpine county for that a, ttee near the sunimit of the 
matter. Carson Pass, and dr9pped down 

Residents are optimistic that ihe the West Fork of the :Carson Riv­
Luther Pass new l:iighway will help er. Eventu1:1-lly his party made histheir town drain off some of Lak-a · 
Tahoe's growth and business. The base at what is now the settlement 

of Woodfords, north cif Marklee­ail'port will further make the city ville. It
° 
was the first white settle­accessable to the'outside world. ment on the east side of th-2 SierraThe dam's lal,e should attnfot il1 this region, (For a short timeboaters, wat'<lr-skiers, and other it was a station for the Pony Ex­persons interested 'in water rec- press,) reation. The first permanen� inhabitant The hot springs recreation could of lVIarkleeville however, did not be a big attraction to summer and s-attle until 1851. Jacob J. Marklee winter to_urists. in. September located � land claim 

And the sumnre.r cabins will un- of 110 actes and registered it in
doubtedly bring in more money Douglas county, Nevada. 
to the county m�rchants: He built a cabin on i the site of 

Few persons in l\iarkJ.zeville the present-clay couhhous•a in 
think .the growth will equal the Markleeville. It was made entirely 
l'ush of a century ago when gold of wood and shakes. Evbn the door 
and silver were discovered nearby, hinges were made of wood, say old-
but with Califo.rnia continuing to timers. 
expand, it would se•2m a pretty Marklee made money out of the 
good bet that Markleeville will Comstock rush in 1859-1864, just 
grow· too. by staying home. He operated a 

Alpine county. was originally a ton bridge across the ·IVIarkl-ceville 
part of Utah Territory, The first Creek, just below his cabin. ' 
men to actually see the Marklee- In 1861 the area had it own sil­
ville area ·were those of John Fre- ver boom. A group of, Scandina­
mont's expedition. Pushing down vians in 1858 had founded the town 
from Oregon, Fremont - led by of Koenigsberg, south of Marklee-. 
the scout Kit Car9on came ville. Thay, discovered i rich vein 
through Nevada into .Mono coun- of silver, and the rush ,yas on.· 
ty, and· then circled back into the Prospectors settled there and in 
Carson Valley. 

· 
other mining camps �round the 

In. the middle of winter, 1844, vein .. The town of Markleeville 
th2y camped on a plateau known spr4ng up around Mark1•2e's cabin. 
now, as , Grover's Hot. Springs, · Monitor, Summit City, Silver 
west of Markleeville. King, . Hope Valley, Bullion, and 

Three years later, Samuel Bran- Mogul took their pl�ce beside 
nan, leader of a Mormon party, the oth2r famed mining towns of 
gathered a party at Placervill-2 the West. 

( 

l~~~•m:1llll_,...,....,_""" ___ ,_,_,__, "'"""~-=~-:t!!i!M:¥Ei:!.EZ W±.Ed!E 
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tion. 
Third, a dam vnll be 'built as 

<part of the Washoe Project which 
v.rill create a large lake not too far 
from the area. 

Fourth, there. is a distinct Pos­
sibility the California Divisions of 
Beaches and Parks '-'rill develop a 
hot springs west of th•e town. 

And fifth; there is a possibility 
that considerable public land may 
be cpened for summer cabins. 

The reason these items are im­
portant to Mark�eville is that rec­
reation is· the lifeblood of the city, 

monrs e:irpec11t1on. .Pushmg down vians in 1858 had founded the tovm 
from Oregon, Fremont led by of Koenigsberg, south of Marklee­
the scout Kit Carson - came ville. Th:2y discovered a rich vein 
t..':lrough Nevada into Mono coun- of silver, and the rush was on. 
ty, and then circled back . intq the Prospectors. settled foere. and .in
Carson· Valley. 

. . . . . .. .. 
other mining camps around the

In the middle of winter, 1844, vein .. The town of Markleeville 
they camped on a plateau known sprung up around Mark1-ee's cabin. 
now. as Grover's Hot Springs, Monitor, Summit City, Silver 
west of Markleeville. King, Hope Valley, Bullion, and 

... 'Three years.later, S_arnuel Brana .. MoguL.t0ok.their. place ibeside 
nan, leader of a Mormon party, the other famed mining tmivns of 
gathered a party at Placenrill-z the West. 
and started across the Sierra to In 1863, Koenigsberg· (its nan1e 
meet Brigham Young. He found had been changed to Silver Moun­
Kit Carson's name

. 
and a date on tain) hit the 3000-population mark. 



It had five large mines, numerous 
smaller operations, si.'I: hotels, un­
counted saloons, a vVells Fargo 
sh+ion, telegraph to Markleeville 

hence to Genoa. tvrn daily 
h-.·· spapers, and a jail with 18-
inch-thick walls. It became the 
first S0at of Alpine county in 1864, 
after Alpine ,vas finally located i.11 
California instead of the Nevada 

Territory. 
Markleeville had a similar boom. 

A wagon road was completed over 
Ebbets Pass, bringing in supplies 
to the growing mining tovvns. 
Marklee\.ille's ,population hit near­
ly 3000 also,!and the total number
of persons m Alpine county hit 
the 12,000 figure. 

But Marklee did not live to se-e 

ro had done on the Virginia City 
mines, and hired Sutro's ex-fore­
man to build a tunnel under Silver , 
Mountain to drain the mines and 
to get at the ore from the bottom. 

But between the demonetization 
_oLsilyel'._ in 1813 _ and .. his . British 
gold mine folding up, he ran into 
difficulties. The sheriff seized his 
debt-ridden ·properties. 

He returned to England, organ­
ized a new firm, and with the new 
capital, began to work. He envis­
ioned a great boom, and built a 
new mill at the mouth of his tun­
nel.- --- . 

But while Sutro's foreman had 
drilled 20,000 fe·2t at Virginia City, 
he had only drillea 8000 at Silver 
Mountain wh•2n Chalmers' capi­
tal ran out again. 

He was through, after having 
sunk $2,000,000 more into · the 
mines than he had gotten out. His 
miners passed the hat; and he 
managed to g-2t to England, where . 
he died penniless. 

· · 

With· Chalmers' end, it was the· 
end of Markleeville's boom days. 
The fast residents turned to cattle 
grazing and lumbering. For a 
Vlhile they made money by send­
ing hundreds of. thousands of cords 
0£ wood down the Carson River 
for use in the Virginia City mines. 
But when they died, little was left: 
In 1875 the county s�at was trans­
fered from Sil,ie1- I1fountain to 
Markleeville, but it was little con� 
solation. Markleeville's population 
had dropped to a few hundred 
and the county's total, population 
was only 1204, according to son�e 

ieports. 
In 1883, the Fisk Hotel, a main­

stay in the Silver Mountain camp, 
was torn down and rebuilt_ in 
Markleeville. It still stands today, 
over a hundred years old, and is re� 
named the - .Aipk-� Hotel._ The l�st 
family left Sih·er Mountain in 
1890. From then until now most 
0£ Alpine county's populatfon has 
centered around the Markleeville 

Today the· population_ o( the 
county is 360. The 12 high school 
students are _ t"aken by bus · '.to _ 
Douglas Cminty ·High School in 
Nevada. There are only two eie-

r mentary-schoots~ ·1n-·-t11e--coun ty; · 
1either in Markkevme. 

the full "glory days" of his city, 
which had been incorporated in 
1864. He was found on his door­
step one morning in 1864, murder­
ed by an unknown party. 

As the years ,v•ent by, the great 
mines, the IXL and the Exchequer, 
began to peter out. The to,vns be­
gan to wither and blow away. 

That was when Lewis Chalmers, 

There arc fe-,_..-v yow1g peoi1lc. 
One boy, when asked what youths 
1,is age do during their _ summer· 
vacation, faia1ic1ically obsen·cd; 
'We waif fo1� fo1"est Cires." (The
•oung men often fight the fires. l 
' Th; land in the county is princi­
,al!y O'wned by various goyern­
ncnt ae:enc··cs. In fact, 90 per cent 
)f the land.is public land, so land 
·s · difficult to obtain £or private 

· msiness· or: -homes . 
. There is little lumber111g. One 
,bserver. looking at the · Carson 
�iver ,,,_;h-�re so many logs lrn<'I 
·)een floated do-wn to the Virginia 
::::ity mines, said '.'You �ouldn't 
1oat a toothpick there now." 

Grazing industry is only of mod-
�rate size. · -

Recreation is the big income­
woduc-cr for Maddeeville and the 
,ntire co{mty. today. Tl1e summer 
1opulation ·of the county, due to 
'ecreatfori,. jumps· to 5000-10,000 
1ersons, according to Sherif� 
'3luart Merrill, a. descendant o[ , 
me of the -2arly 'residents of the 
are� . ; 

The situaifon froin the turn o[ 
·.he century to recent years was 
"very static" says the sheri[f: "One 
;•2ason was· the fact that so much 
'.lf the land is govei:-nment-owned." 
'.1e continued. "Another is that the 
,ieople who do have priv?-te lan,d 
are livestock graz•ers; and aren t 
too interested in a lot of people 
here." 

However, in the last decade, 
Markl-::ieville's population has dou- . 
bled, with much of the activity 
coming in the last three or _ four 
years. This may indeed be the be­
ginning of a new-.importance for 
Markle•2ville, some observers feel. 

When asked recently how things 
were· around Markleville, the sher­
iff replied, "Quiet, sl-2epy 
normal." 

But with the possibilities of fu-

1 ture growth;- he · may soon be 
wrong. 

promoter of a British gold com­
bine, came on the scene .. He took 
assays of the area and bought up 
the· two great mines and the mills. 
He had not gone far int< · ·,e 
mines, however, when liec .,it 
wateI), the dreaded enemy of min­
ers. 

He thought he would beat th-2 
problem the same way Adolf Sut-



CITY SLEEPS-The town of Markleeville h·as not changed much in 
seventy years, bot future prospects are that it may start 1-o regain 
some of Us lost importance.' It was once a part of a series of min• 

ing towns around Silver Mountain, and the total population of the 

county was nearly 12,000. Today, Markleoville is the county s11at, 
and the. _county's 360 persons are mostly centered aro!Jnd the 
Markleevi Ile· area.-Trtbune · Photo. . 



OllD SCHOOl!HOUSIE-This old scho!house_ is more than a hundred years old, said one a.uthority in 
Markieevi!ie. lt stands on a hill o_verlooking .the city from the west, and is today rented to a Piaute fam­

]. 
ily. H saw the area's "glory days," a_nd may again see a rebirth of Ma·rkleevn!ie.-Tribune Photo. 

I ahcv ':J/ef'n:v Jr,b!.!/l-8 
'7.,. fh?-{p() 



ALPINE COURTHOUSE-::-The Alpine county courthouse in_ Markleevme is a, relative "newcomer" 
to the city ••• it was built in 1928. Two of the county's few officials are shown above. Stuart 
Nie1rrm {left) is the sheriff of the county, and is a descendant of one of the earliest settlers. Wil-
liam Chris Mann is the county clerk, recorder, and auditor.-Tribune Photo. 



100 YEARS OLD-The Alpine Hotel, shown abovelis mo,re than 100 yea:rs ohL It was originally built 
in. Silver,.Mounta,in,. a silver_,camo of the .1860's south of Ma:r!deevme, an,d kno·.-.,71 then as ihe 
Fisk: HciieI~ In 1885 it Wi:1$ torn down, transport~ to, Ma•rkleeville, and rebuilt.-Tribune Photo, 
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COUMTY SEAT - Embodying �II" th� _plctu�esq·ul:' charm of 
an: �!pine village, Markleevill� is th� forg_�st ·c;omrriunity in 
Alpine ,.county, as we!l as th� county.'seaf,·}.t· nestles on a 

' - �, • "',1 . ...

PROMINENT BRIDGE IS. LANDMARK..� Crossf�g the· east 
fork of the Carson. river., -which -once· cartied· mor"e than 

I 20,000 cords of logs annu_ally·to fhe __ co·m�fodk ,silver mines, 

unty 

he 
I 

prc;,minence just above· the East fork of the Carson river. 
In 1875 the county seat was moved· here from Silver. 

Mountain. 

is this modern bridge and State Route 89. The waters of the_ 
East fork of the Carson river are noted as a fisherman's 
��&L 

. 

frF 
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GRAZll:IG LAND IN ALPINE COUNTY - Cattle, both dairy 
and beef, together with sheep are t,he principal sources of 
agricultural •income in Alpine equnty. Much hay of excellent 
high grade is rai.sed for winter feeding o.f livestock in the 

QEPUTY COUNTY CLERIC R6sella J~ckson, wh~ has lived 
the past 13 years in Alpine county, is deputy county clerk . 
under William Chriss Mann. Miss. Jackson 'is. shown ty.ping 
the ,minutes of the board ,;f supervisors, a copy of which 
will be sent for publicatiol1 to th·e Tahoe .Daily Tribune, 
official newspaper of Alpine county. 

/ 

county, and. hugh areas of both US Forest Seryice and pri­
vate lands in. the higher portions furnish an abundance of 
inexpensive summer pasturage for sheep and cattle. ·The 
above photo was taken on the George Springmeyer ranch. 
where more ihan I 00 head of Black Angus cattle are grazin_g. 

-Tribune photos 

trP 

SUPERIOR COURT OF ALPINE COUNTY - This well-lighted, modern courtroom is the super-· 
ior court of Alpine county, California's smallest popul.ation-wise .. Presiding over court when 
in session is Judge •George Francis, who also sits on the. bench in Leis e,,ng~l<i_s county. ' 



Markleeville Seat 
Of Growing Area 

Story and Pictures by Dennis Stevens 

. . About 32 miles southeast of Lake Tahoe 
0

lics the county scat of 
CaUfornia's smallest county, population-wisC, and it has not chan..,ed 
ifs size appreci�bly since before the turn of the century. 

" 

But today, Markleeville, in Alpine county, is on the threshold o-f 
a new birth of activity. Once ,vith a population nearly 30 times its 
1.>rcsent citizenry, Markleevillc has ---------­
a chance to start regaining its lost 
i'.piportancc. 

· The ci�y, now with only 120 
year-round. residents, is staking 
its hopes on- future developments. 

Fil"sl the Lut-hcr Pass highway 
(Slate Route 89) nears completion 
on its relOcal.ion and widening pro­
gram. The first'lcg of the rcmodcl­
,ing of this highway from itS junc­
tion with US Highway 50, over 

Marklecville. Perched above State 
Route 89, as it swings into the 
main business district of Marklee­
ville, the quaint stone1 courthouse 
of Alpine county presents an unfor­
gettable picture against the pine 
covered mountains. It is located 
on lhe site of a ca bin once qccu­
pied by Marklce. 

Luther Pnss 10 its junction ,vith In 1858 a party of Scandina-
State Route 88, is complele. vians had founded lh� siJtllement 

Work is continuing at a rapid 
pace along the west fork of the 
Carson river tovi:ard Woodford's. 

Second ·therc•is speculation that 
considerable public ]and may be 
opened for sumn1er cabins. 

Already the hot springs west of 
tOV,lil' have been developed. Third, 
an airstrip ·near Markleeville which 
has been proposed would have a 
tremendous effect. on fishermen 
and hunters who could fly up to 
Alpine county for a -..veek or week­
end of recreation. 

The reason these items are im­
portant to Markleeville is that 
recreation is the lifeblood of the 
cily, and all of Alpine county for 
that matter. 

Alpine county climate is espe­
cially pleasing to the ,,acationist­
warm days and cool nights pre­
dominate throughout the summer. 
The autumn season brings crisp 
days and snappy evenings� Glorious 
CfJlor effects as the leaves change 
.are among the slriking features 
-of the fall landscape. 

, Winter sports are rapidly gain­
iflg in populari1y in the AJpine 
county recreational area where 
ski runs, snowshoe trails, and ice 
.s�ating are found. 
' ! Cattle, both dairy and beef, to­
gether with sheep, are the princi­
pal sources. of agricultural income 
�for __ Alpine . county. Approxfm_ately 
J:_wo ,ffi:i,les west of Markleeville is 
the George Springmeyer ranch, 
where a herd of more than a hun­
di·ed head of Black Angus cattle 
are peacefuJly grazing on the Al­
pine slopes. 

Few persons in M:arkleeville 
_th.�nk the growth will equa] the 
r(tsh:,of a century ago when gold
a,pd silver were discovered nearby, 
blf:l with California continuing lo 
expand, it is believed \hat 11-larklce­
ville will grow as well. 

One resident, perhaps a little
pessimistic, said yesterday, "I 
can't see how the town can grow, 
all the property around the town 
is owned by rich ranchers, and 
1.t1cy ,von't sell-no sir! 11 

What is now Alpine county ,vas 
Original�y a pa;rt vf the Territot·y 
of Utah; ··thell !ia part of Nevada
Territory._ on·:�con1plcl.ion or the 
Ives Survey ·i,f the California­
Ne"vada boundhry, it. was · found 
that the area �as actuaHy a part 
of California, though at that time 
it was incfu�ed in Amador county. 

The cot1Ilfy Of Aipine was or­
ganized in 1864, by action of the 
State Legislature on March 16, 
and a little more than a month
later the town of llfarkleeville was 
incorpor·ated. , 

In 1675; ·aii ·election. moved the 
county seat fro1n Silver Mountain 
to Markleeville; where it has since 
remained. 

Jacob J. Marklee was the first 
permanent inhabitant of this re­
gion, · his homestead including 
most of the present township of 

of Koenigsberg in a heavily tim­
bered canyon. They discovered a 
vein of silver ore and by 1861 the 
boom was on. Prospectors spread 
through the canyons. By 1863
Koenigsberg's population was esti• 
mated at. 3,000, with newcomers 
pouring into Markleeville, ·Moni­
tor, Bullion, Summit City, Silver 
King and many other camps. In 
1863, the name· Koenigsberg was 
changed to Silver Mountain and it 
became the seat of Alpine county. 

By 1873, the mining activity in 
Alpine had all but ceased ·and the 
greater portion of the population 
had shifted elsewhere. When Mark­
leeville became the county seat 
in 1875, principal operations now 
turned to lumbering. Timber- for 
Virginia City mines was in great 
demand and as much as 250,000 
cords of wood were sent in a 
single year. 

With the dropping off of silver 
production in the Virginia City 
art}a during the succeeding years, 
both Douglas and Alpine counties 
turned to farming, cattle and 
sheep raising, dairying and kindred 
pursuits. 

In 1883, the Fisk hotel, a main­
stay in the Silver Mountain camp, 
was torn down and rebuilt in 
Markleeville. It still stands today, 
more than 100 years old, and is 
renamed the Alpine hotel. 

The- sltu�tiorr from · the turn of' 
the century to recent years was 
"very static" said Stuart Merrill, 
sheriff, ,i. descendant of one of the 
early residents of the area. "One 
reason was the fact that so much 
of the land is · g-overnment-owned, 
and another is that the peoule who 
do have private land are livestock 
grazers. and aren't too interested 
in a lot of people here." 

Recreation is the bi1< income 
producer for l\Iarkleeville and the 
entire county today. The summer 
and fall population of the county, 
due to hunting. fi::;hing and recrea­
tion, jumps to 5,000 - 10,000 per­
sons. 

Dog rakes Wl,eel 

'1.s Driver Spills 

7/7 /rot 

COUNTY SHERIFF°'..: .. :.c:· Hoiding the elective office of sheriff, 
of Alpine county is St_uarf { Stu l Merrrn, who also holds dow_n 
the jobs ·of tax ··collector· and corone_r.· His office is .in the: 
basement of the c

_
o'u_nty':_c'o.urthouse. It is radio · equipped aj,d­

also has a. police' teletype, .where messages can be tran�!,. 
mitted ·to any-la_w· e�for<:er:nent agency in the country, ... '· .',':··· 

VACATION TIME� Pretty Sheryl Parks, 14-year old niece 
of Ferrel Parks, ownik of the Sportsman Cafe in Markleeville,. 
spends her vacation .at Alpine county's vacation paradise:­
Here she is riding cine of her favorite mounts ,on the ma_iri 
street of Markleeville_' 

.I 



Dog Tukes Wheel 
'ls · Drivel' Spills 
IVEUNESS (UPI) - Fred llct­

trick, 54, sitting on his front 
porch yesterday, was shocked to 
see a pickup truck hurtling to­
ward him. 

He was even more shocked 
when he · saw that behind the 
wheel was a German police dog. 

"I was . so scared I just sat 
there/' said Hettrick, an oyster 
opener. "I think the dog turned 
the :wheel just enough to save 
1ne.'' 

The truck grazed his front gate 

and smashed into a tree alongside 
his house. 

Highway patrolman William P. 
Gregg investigated and discovered 
that Stanley Bukowski, 43, of Iver-

riess had toppled out of the truck 

as it made a sharp turn from 
Shoreline highway north .of Silll 
Francisco, leaving his dog alone 
in the seat. 

MARKLEEVILLE COURT ''HOUSE - Perched. abov~ Sta'fe ioute ·89 as it swings into the m~:ii!• 
'business district. of Markleeville, the quaint stone courthou_se of ,Alpine county presertts:•:;;"ri· • 
unforgettable picture against the pine covered· mountains. It is located on the site -of a 
cabin_ once occupied by Jacob J. Marklee, first inhabitant of•this·coinmunity.· · ,, 
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'(The first oj two 
m·ticlEJs) 

By GEORGE MURPHY 
1/:xaminer Staff Writer 

n 

MARKLEEVJLLE (Alpine 
. County)-Alpine County will 
he 100 years old next year­
if it gets through the 99th. 

'!'his may be somewhat dif• 
ficult, · the visitor to Califor• 
nia's smallest (i11 population) 
county learns, because of the 
furor caused by Alp.lne Coun­
ty's One and Only Press 
Lol'd. 

AF, 

ttt 
5CH 154 PAGES Oail)', 100 

Sunday, 2Sc 
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WEATHER 
San Francisco, East Bay, Peni11sula 

and Marin-Mostly cloudy thi;, morn• 
Ing, but fair this afternoon, Little 
temperature change, 

YESTERDAY'$ 
TEMPlHtATURES 

HI.Lo. 
San Fran. 65 57 
Oaldand 66 59 
Fresno 89 58 
Sacramento 81 58 
Los Angeles, 76 64 
Chicago 75 61 
New York sz. 64 ( :c, 

(For full details, see Page 8, Sec. 1) 

rd 



s.r.

•Affl"'f�.�f�;e , ... 
•Of Alllllle··colJll!'7;JI\.·.. .. r·. . . . . .• ·. ;rrJ:: .. ,. 

and Georg� w: Coy�); gpt 
to'gether ai:ld :we ·.talked·.·to
(Secretary . 'of : Staie) Fra.m.: 
Jordan, and .he. helped,,us 
get' certified as: the Chamber 
't>f Commerce forthe.countyc 
-i'iiat was abouf sevei,dnont:hs 
' agd. w {'.beat' Jiirii to. the

ti�;S�ii�t� readily see,:hC>ld� no large, a!: 
fection for the,Pres�\f;�td:� 

But why? : . ···• ' ', ··•·. ,. ':··, 
: J�e�aus; we· don't wanfirl�'

1
kfu<1. up Iiere!'' · . . .

. .. · 

·. :''We have a irlce countf,up 
'liere .. Little/but nice people, 
and·. along. comes .this .fellow; 
ancfifseems · alLhe wants·: to 

idois stir up'troublE:: ' He's' got 
1·a:police recor!i; :vo� 1mow.''.: 
.·. f'J'lrl�' is #of quit� accui-a�e. 
Suchecki has · been arrested 
seve:ii.µmes,,on charges rang: 
ing from vagrancy to assault 
with intent to murder,�:but 
never convicted .. ,., 
' .·: ·, .· .ADMITS :ARRESTS
>(fu a column. in.his Jurie. 13

issue, 'suchecki'.�wrote ·that 
"the wise boys'' in the COllilty, 
"�- .'. unable to snipe .aLthe 
Beacon • • ':� decided to snipe 

: at me personally. . . .• 
{'.' ... Well; let's. get this 

record ·.straight · 
("I have been arrested. I 

have been arrested more than

! 

1 once .
. 

I have never been_con.-
. : victed. That can be a disad: 

yantage. You never. can bt; a1 r e p e n t a nt sinner if.you re; 
falsely a c ¢ u s e d �f · sin-
ning .••. ") ' ' ,.·.
· Alpine County's s h er Uf,

Stuart Merrill, another. mem-
1 ber of The Establishment, 
i holds·an opinion of theP:ress 
' Lord "about as high as'JClerk 
; Mann;s, . but somewhaLless 
• �tr9ngly . worded.

- . ... . . ICHECKING ON HIM . \
1 

: "We're 1o·oking into Mr., · . · k · " h · ys· "Hel·suchec- 1, e sa -• . 
1 

asked some tim.e ago, for a 
'permit to carry a gun, saying 
there had been threats made 

1 against him. I , oppose_d it at
the supervisors . Ine�png. _I 
didn't think it was right, and 
he didn't get the ,gun.'.'•· � 
. The Sheriff s,a,ys· he 'also 

talked .�to _tb,e .· :Press - ·Lofd 
about the disappearance o 
Alari Roy · �iliCp;ni, • still �!edi 
as the Beacon's Circula,1on: 
Manager, .who· hiisn't_ been! 
seen around the county. foI'i . . . I about six months. . · . . ·1 

Merrill . said Suchecki
'

. toldi
l him 'regarding Silican,i,: "¥ ot;t

. can't talk tct a dead· man/:· 1
, (Suc4ec]µ . detti�s sa�g
this. And:o'n June 25,.a man
givin.g �s -n�D:1e 3,s ,A!:tn Roy

! Silicani wits ;,given• a,la:zy.,.alk·

. hig :citation':'iii Los., Angeles;)
]

rl .. _ __ , 

. Anothei: ·. mem.ber� :•of .the·•
Sheriff's departm�n( Depµty · 
Ray W�eks, ba,s had.� "'rt111�io. 
with the Press Lbrd� Suchecki 
claims wee�·. �•kicked 'anl 
threatened'; ·him. ' . . ·.•
; •· ' When, ;, at ··•.a:: later :Sµper�. 
·¼sors' ;meeting; W�e�twa�

#��#!�ill��-:; at all,". the Bea�c:m s :next .. �s:-
' s�e /��a:�;af'.:� . '' . ' f ..
: •fslieriff's .Deputy;F'.ails To
Deny�Attaflr.P#\fu.piishe�:;':• 
. ·Three· weeks :ago;·two �en.
followed·•s U: ch e:dd. as •ne ·

drove about .:the .t:ouhty,. and.: 
_approached hiiii_'at tlle:1)0Cll.
·,t-Grover Hot �Springs.,
. / 'TheyJ9lclpJµi,�ccord�gtQ 
both Suchecki>:' and . Sheriff 
:Merrill, .that';i:he_'i:ir��s .�oi:_d 
"lletter. be ouf of:tlnss�9unty 
by:siihdowit''\ , 

. • . .. 

Thafs • fil'O'U �fai ri.' }alk;
podner: 

. ' 

E:"a:M rV'\ er 

�f :{
h
:��diµ;

a
ci;e1e

e
:oJ��; ! 

Pass,·the .sheriff: 'Said .. 
. But, Suchecki says, he wa� 
back . th.e · iiext day, . getting 
itenis for.The Beacon.. 

The itei:ns are not neces­
sarily gauged to .e:ndear· hini 
with The Establishment, _as 
witness this from a · May 2 
Beacon: · . 

"Mrs. Phyllis Overstreet, 
secretary of the· Board . of 
Trustees of· the Aipine. Coun­
ty Unifi.ed ·.· School District,
was unable to · attend the .last 
'trustee meeting due to fa­
tigue, the result of her recent 
return from a :fong . vacation 1 

trip." · •· . .·
·. PLENTY OF.ROOM 

Tli�re are· 776. square miles I in Alpine . County, · and popu­
lation ' is •· something under 
500,j,iesentiy. 
· That's' more .than one

�9:uare mile. for eacl! pers,on, 

CLERK MANN .. 
.· .·
·•·� • j '-w'e ·a;;n't want his ... ·. •·:.

·kind" ..
. ' 

which s li o u 1 d be roomy
e�ough� . . . · , ' .' '
•1:'.Bµt appare�tly t:liere'# no�
:enougJi:.:roonf in the county
'for'•the 'Press Lofd:and.'Tlie 
Establishment. , '. '.' 
•. (iomorfowtivii1 .i!lpine

�Joves the-Press Lord;j

. .,._._ •' . . . 
-· -t 

-~-~. (C.ontinued from Pagel). 
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Alpi11e Co~1:1!Y~ 
. . I 

. "The Warbler'; in the July 11 
Beacon: · 

"l would have 0p:i:'eferred to 
have been able to resolve- all 
differences between the sher­

. iff's office .arid me in a_r~ason­
able mariner . but Stuart P. 

·. Merrill has almost consistent­
ly. in the past few weeks used 
his -office for personal gain 
and pique." . _ 
. :So: Bang. There· goes the 
sherijf. -
• ·· · District .Attorney J. Hilary 
Cook? .·. 

'rHEY MIGHT QIDT? 
''He doesn't even LIVE in 

.Alpine County,';-says the non; 
··resident Press Lord. (No D.A. 

'', in the COUilty's modern history. 
rhas · ever lived there.) 
. Ancf the Beacon · refers to 
Cook regularIYas · ''Ttirlock­
resident District Attorney _J. [ · · ' · · · ' -< : i ·. ·· · · -··· . • ·, ·· ·. · · .- -· •- Hilary Cook. ' ... " _;: - .. . . 

- AtPINE'S SHERiFF STUARTcMERRILL ImADS ACOPY OF THE BEACON - · . - - - . 
. . . ',• f. the)~~fiff ~t~'ih'as B~ijii :Busi~!~ BureizuJil~s-0~ the p,:e~s, lord ,' ., _ .~~ !:rf :irthe ~~~· __ :::_ 

'-<.- - - --- ·' -·· ·. - > - · .. · . . -, The March 21. Beacon: 
By GEORQE -MURPHY , proportion of · the - Board o_f his publishing venture: _ ,, 'It' s-:hard en Ou g h to get 

' ' E:camin_erStalf Writer_ ' - ' Supervisors. '' ' ' ' ' ',, He was connected with the teachers for the county any-
-~KLEEVILLE' '(Alpine •• But the Press'.Lor4 ·won't Polish . Community Service how, .one - officia1• tumdenti-

1Comity} 1\.lpin:e CoUllty has. mind'at ;all:·. "\ < .·. . Ceriter, which has ·been· re- fied) complaineod.''If we start 
'no-barbeir~hop. For that in~t- IIis -plack hair _tumbling fused a soliciting license. in -evaluating them they might 
~ter it has no church, no high freely ov_er hi~-f9Fehead and San Francisco, is _the subje.c.t,aD: qliit:'''.r . , . . 
;school,yo theater.· . - · • his powerful ;ii:ands;gesturing oFaJile in_the San Francisco· B·o:g;The teachers'. __ · t 

: .J3ut_ 1t}_o~~ have a Press freely ("I ·don:t smol{e, yoµ Better Busmess Bureau, anq _ :. •. ·· ATE 
Lo_rd.. : · ' . · • . . .·. · .· .. see"), Suchecki ·satfin a cap- also the Fresno BBB. '.That - .. ..- A f ~~t . .. , 
. Jfe is Dalegor W. Suchecld, tain's. chair recentlp- and; ex~ ·file_ .is now· in the h_ands ~f "You know," says S_uche~ki, 
iO:wm~r and operator of the Ala pounded on·ms plans for,.i\l~ Sheriff Stuart ~erriIJ.. ·•· . ·-·"the people of Alpme like 
:Pll}eBe~c9n, 3: twi:_ce-:n:tonthly;j pine ~County. -· · · · - From· Suchecki's i colilin:g_ lllce. Tb,ey like my, p.ew.spaper. 
,four,d;iage.pubp.cati911 dev?ted, · - · ·· , - · 
•~pparently~ to furlhe:rµi,gtq 
:fortunes. of. -Dalegor W; S~ 
cliecki:; ' ' ', ' ' 

-•"·-· ", ' .- - - - - . .. ' '( 

. - . h - E t bli h:m t s t of State Frank tion. - ' F in d iii g C Judge· Crater 
It . 1s Just T e . s a s en ecre ary In th ·. · · . · 111 • · uld be easier, these days. 
that resents me." , _ · Jordan... . . . , . . . . . . e pnmary, m . '.""":pme wo . . . . . . . . . 

1 
. . 

' In 1962; Suchecki -ciitered . Jordan won tlle . p_riinary County, the vo~e was: · ',, thaJ?- f~~\t~ a:? ~~ 
the- Republican. Party pri- and later defeated Democrat -c·- Jordan:;1O9 _ Alpme · w. o · a_ . ·. ,Y. 
mary_ race _3:g~st incumbent Don Rose in the general ,elec- . Suchecki- 6 . . voted for Sucb,e~ki .. _:- ~--- . 
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Tai:ne Deer 

S!ain; A!pin : 

Folks Angry 

ivMRKLEEVILLE (A 1 pin e 
County)-Although Alpine Coun­
ty t hrives o n its revenue from 
deer hunters, folks here gotupset when a hunter shot thetown's pet deer just off the 
courthouse lawn Saturday.
Enraged Markleevillers sm­

rounded Joseph P. Silveira, 21, of San Jose, who was arre st e dand held in lieu of $100 bail. 
"Actually you could say we 

jail e

d him for his own protec­
tion," explained 

D
eputy R

a
y 

We eks. 

Ti:.JJ« Jk :il y  j n l  -2 -J::J- ·  L1Alpine Count y 
Corresponden t 

I Joins Tribune 
I MARKL EEVILLE - Nan c Y 
Thornburg, Marklee ville hous e­

wife and civic lea der, has join­
ed the staff of . the Tribune as 
corresp o nden t  for Alpi ne Coun­
ty. 

Mrs. Tho rnburg, originally 
from Oakland, is a graduate q f
the U n iver si ty o f  Cali fornia a t
Davis. 

Her husband, Fri
tz, i

s a n a­
tive of Ma rkleeville. He is a 
count y  r oa d  · dep a rtme n t  em-
ploye. 

The couple has two daugh­
ters, Rebe c c a, 3, a nd Jennifer, 
12 months. 

Mrs. Thornburg is secreta r y  
of the Alpine County Chamber 
of Commerce and the H istorica l
Society of A lpine County. She 
taught for tvvo years a t  ,:! T oe d� 
fords Elementary School. 

News items m ay be mailed to
Mrs. Thornburg at Post Office 
Box 121 lVIarkleeville, or tele-

, 

:, phoned to her at OX 4-29 4.., .  

People 
1 961 : Alpine-

escape foiled 

100 YEARS AGO } 

Friday, Feb; 5, 1886 \ 
Genoa Weekl y Courie� 

0 

RUN AWA Y PIG. Thirteen prizes were auction­
ed o

ff l ast wee k at the Alpine County March o f
· Dimes Benefit in Markle eville, but perhaps the 

highlight of t he evening w as when a pig, 
donate d by Oti

s 
"Cotto n" B

yr
om, and brough tto the bene fit by Undertaker Ber Thomas, 

mad e a break for freedom . It was quickly re ca ptured, howeve r, and order restored. 
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lE,5 MILES 
Fi(◊M lrt 
BAY AREA 

C 
E 

ALPINE COUNTY, CALIFORNIA 

E I - - 196 
AN ALL-YEAR RESIDENTIAL & RECREATIONAL 
AREA THAT MEETS THE DEMANDING STAND­
ARDS OF THE HIGH SIERRA. 

* Ivfaint3.ined acce.-c:s ... Architectural restrictions to protect 
the natural . Future ski area development .at 
adj;:i.eent 11T. REBA. 

* Swimmin;:: ... Sailing ... Hiking ... Riding ... Fishing 

Hunting ... 1Xinter ... Skiing and ke Skating 

For further information, contact 

BEAR VALLEY DEVELOPMENT 
Bruce Orvis, Pres. Farmington, California 



Sc-(oo \ - l-tokl- 'Peofle., 

Alpine-Coqnty_ ~j-Hs4v ''-/ 
Mrs. Phyllis Grover Guerra of Oakd 

land pleads that Alpine County old­
timers should "come forth with a few 
yarns" for the Sunday Knave. After 

hearing her out, we're inclined to agree. 
"There have been several recent contri­
butions to your columns that :involved 
Alpine County merely by mentioning 
it," she says. "I best recall the recent 
memories recorded by Mrs. Fred Dunlap, 
president of the Calaveras C o u n t y 
Historical Society. Miss Rhoda Early 
was my first teacher at Markleeville in 
Alpine County. The next year she 
married Fred Dunlap, brother of Mrs. 
'i?ilill Musser, whose husband owned and 
operated the general store there. My 
mother, Elizabeth Savage, of Carson 
City, Nevada, was_ another schoolteacher 

1 who came to Alpine · County to teach, 
and stayed. She eventually b e c a m e 
Superintendent of Schools for Alpine 
County, and lVIiss Early was a frequent 
visitor in_ our home. Later, when we left 
Alpine in 1913 to come to Oakland, Mr, 
and Mrs. Dunlap purchased our home 
in Markleeville. The recent plaque at 
Silver Mountain put up by the Snow~ 
shoe Thomson Chapter of E Clampus 
Vitus reminds me that nothing is left 
at Silver Mountain but a pile of rocks 
that mark the site of the old jail. But 
bits of Silver Mountain are scattered 
all over Alpine County. Bud Scott tells 
us in his 'Saga of Lake Tahoe' • that 

m111ect 1um.ber was more precious than 
gold up in 'them thar hills.' Our farr,Jly 
moved t-vvo buildings from Silver Moun­
tain: the old Fiske House, now the 
Alpine Hotel, and the schoolhouse, now 
occupied by County Recorder Lillian 
Thornburg. Both these buildings are 
almost 100 years old. They were built 
in the early 1860s. It was quite a feat 
fc: my grandfather tc :r.:::cTv~e the b.ctel. 

· His daughter, Wilda Eubanks of Dixon, 
who was born at Grover's Hot Springs 
Ranch in 1877, well remembers the 
details. 

Rusticating Guests 
"The roads at that time were in a most 

-··:. deplorable state and travel was extreme-
--.-lY hazardous," Mrs. Guerra adds. "Eut 
, :,in spite of this my grandfather, A. M. 

Grover, undertook · to take a crew of 
· men to Silver Mountain. Wilda went 

" along to run errands, and her mother's 
:: sister, Della Bowler, did the cooking. 

The old hotel was torn dovvn most care­
fully. Every board was marked. Even 
some of the nails were saved. Every­
thing was hauled to l\tiarkleeville and 
put up, board for board, as it was in 
Silver Mountain. This was called the 
Hot Springs Hotel and served as the 
'city place' for guests rusticating at 
Grover's Hot Springs. It was a precari­
ous undertaldng, according to Mrs. 
Eubanks, who points out that 'neverthe­
less, no one was afraid as long as Grover 
held the reins.' Grover, it seems, knew 
the road well. He had been driving it 

, since 1860. The h9tel is still standing, 
but along about 1900 its name was 
changed to the Alpine Hotel. An old 
register is there, and how I wish I could 
copy it! The second building moved from 
Silver Mountain was the schoolhouse 
which my father, Charles Alvin Grover, 
purchased for $18. There's a notation -in 
the Bancroft Libra:ry vrhich says the 
school was built in 1363. It ,vas in the 
late 1890s that my father tore this build­
ing down and moved the lumber to the 
site of our home in lVIru:kleeville. He 
used this lumber to ._built a good, sturgy 
house, but without b e n e f i t of any 
modern conveniences. The present own• 
ers have remodeled and modernized it; 
and I'm sure this old landmark will be 
standing another 100 years. 

Lake Audrain 
"EveTy time I read about Snowshoe 

Thomson," continues Mrs. Guerra, "I'm 

reminded of my father tellin!2' us of his 



in Markleeville. The recent plaque at 
Silver Mountain put up by the Snow­
shoe Thomson Chapter of E Clampus 
Vitus reminds me that nothing is left 
at Silver Motm.tain but a pile of rocks 
that mark the site cf the old jail. But 

of Silver Mountain are scattered 
au over Alpine County. Bud �cott tells 
us in his 'Saga of Lake Tahoe' · that 

� 
ers have remodeled a.nd modernized it, 
and I'm sure this old land.mark v.rill be 
standi.11.g another 100 years. 

Lake Audrain 

"Every time I read about Snowshoe 
Thomson," continues Mr.s. GneJ:':ra., "I'm 
reminded of my :father telling us of his_ 
coming down the Border Ruffian Trail 
to Grover's Hot Springs with the mail 
It was Snowshoe Thom.son who made 
my father his first pair of snowshoes. 
Dad was but six years old then. We 
never heard of skis; they were called 
snowshoes by all the Alpine natives. 
The men and boys made their own and, 
believe me, they were works of art. On�e 
the proper wood was procured the l,qli·g 
work began of soaking it in water until 
the wood bent to proper shape. After­
that came the painstaking finishing. 
These homemade skis lasted for· years 
and were passed down from one child . 
to the other. Snowshoe Thomson ended 
his years in Diamond Valley and is· 
buried in the Qenoa graveyard beside 
Iris wife and son. A few steps away 
from his grave is -that of my great­
g:randmother, Margaret Elizabeth Au­
drain. My grandmother, Mary McKillips, 
was her daughter by her first marriage 
to Charles McKillips of New York. She 
was a widow when she came West and 
married Thomas Hart Benton Audrain 
in Carson City. That was in July of. 
1860. They conducted a way-s,tation at

· Echo Summit 011 the road to Washoe
until 1865 when the station was burned
to the ground. Thomas Audrain was a. ·
'49er, having come to California after
fighting in the Mexican War. But he
was a native of St. Charles Couilty,
Missouri, and was c1ympathetic to the
southern cause. When word of Lincoln's
assassination came over the telegraph
Audrain couldn't restrain his rebel feel­
ings. For a short tune a hanging was
threatened. Cooler heads prevailed, hovi­
ever, and for punishment his station
was bui-ned. That's the way Bud Scott
teils it in 'Saga of Lake Tahoe.' The
Audrai,, family mov�d to Markleeville,
but subsequently lived in Fredericks­
burg and in nearby Nevada. Thomas
Audrain died in 1894, and Margaret in
1898. Lake Audrain at Echo Summit is
na.med for Thomas Audrain .... " 

-THE KNAv'E

I. 



U.S. elp 
Surp.rises· 
Alpine Co. 

MARKLEEVIl..LE--The fed­
eral government has discovered 
Alpine Cotmty and aid is on the 
way • 
. A Housing and Home Finance . 

.Agency "advanced planning" 
grant of $4,000 will be coming 
arolllld the county's beautiful 
motmtains pretty soon, but the 
locals don't yet have an inkling 
of what the green stuff is to be 
spent for. 

"It comes out of a clear, blue 
sky to me," said county clerk 
Chris Mann upon being informed 
of the grant. 

''The board of 'supervisors 
didn't apply for it," added the 
pleasantly surprised chairman 
of the Alpine County board, 
Herbert Bruns. "We'll wait 
and see, but it sounds interes­
ting." 

The only other federal grant 
to the county government Bruns 
and others can recall is a two­
thirds · contribution for the 
salary of a planning consultant. 

The Markleeville (the county 
seat) Water Agency and Public 
utility District have been more 
blessed, but the funnel from 
Washington to the county itself 
has had about as much traffic 
as a pony express trail. 

The grant will "assist the 
county in preparing long range 
plans for growth and develop­
ment of the region," according 
to a release from Congressman 
Harold T. "Bizz". Johnson. 

And, of course, plans. are 
!leeded :for -a county whose pop- -- ,, 
ulation increased an estimated · 
25 per cent-plus between 1960 
and 1963--from 397 to about 
500. It's still the least popula­
ted county in California, but it 
seems there is no _way to go but 
up. 

Even with the influx of year­
arolllld humanity into this hunt­
-9~' s ~~a.d!se,- t!!e---g:-2!!!· -, .. ~.J.?.-- · 
still amount to about $8 a head. 

But there's anothe!" side to 
these coins. A local ccntribu­
tion of $2,000 is required. 
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Sundav, March 22, 1964 .., 

Alp'ine County, Calif., 
Nevada's Good Neighbor, 
lso arking Centennial 

By WALT MULCAHY lost ail possibility of acqumng were cut and transported by 
Alpine County, Calif., wasn't any of the Tich timberland, flume and wagon to the Car­

guite lucky enou,,afi to be includ- farming areas, and recreation- son River where it was float­
ed in the new state of Nevada al locations east of the Sierra. ed. on receding flood waters to 
in 1864, but the citizens of this Considered Nevada's Empire City, for use on the 
.beautiful little section of west- Most were lost in the original Comstock, and to the numer­
ern Alpine scenery haven't al- survey for the State of Califor- ous mii'ls further down the 
lowed this unfortunate event to nia, but what is now Alpine river towa,rd Dayton. Hay and 
bather them much over the en- County had been considered a grain, reputed to have been 
l!l~g y e_ a_ r s. Relatives and part of our future state by all some of 'the best east of the 
:friends vlSlt ba~k and forth early day advocates of state- Sierra, found a ready sale and 
across the state line as though hood. It was first a part of a small amount of vegetables 
it isn't there. Utah Territory and later con- ~nd fruit was supplied to an 

Staples, produce, and sidered in Nevada Territory, eager market . 
. ances are purchased nearly en- and it was not until completion . Fishing, hunting, and outdoor 
tirely in Nevada and their chil- of the Ives Survey. that it was activity was, even then as now, 
dren are educated in Nevada proven to lie w,ithin the Califar- one of the major · attractions, 
schools. nia boundaries. and the early day Comstock na-, 
. Nevadans, in turn, have liber- Alpine was first a part of Am- bobs and nimrods spent a great 
ally patronized the recreational ador County, but as proper gov- deal of time in the area. 
;facilities of our little neighbor, e:rnment was soon found to be The early history of the re-
1n fact, to such an extent that impossible, due to the interven- gion can be said .to have start­
some of us have come to feeling Sierra, the citizens request- ed with the land claim of Ja­
that it belongs to us more than ed the establishment of a sep- cob J. Ma:rklee for 160 acres 
to California. arate county which was allowed on September 12, 1851, on the 

ln the existance of such by the California Legislature on present site of Markleeville. Sil­
. neighborly feeli.ngs it is not March 16, 1864. ver Mountain City, the remains 
on1y appMp,riate, .but quite Although now a part of Cali- of which can be found today at 

,satisfying that the Alpine fornia, the economic inter- the foot of Ebbets Pass, was 
c,,~·,,ty C;.;:nt::.m1al · ccl~JJ,,::,tlm1 , s:sts of Alph1e County were founded in the late 1850's and 

;als{lc falls in 1964. av!:olly dependent upon the rose to considerable promi-
Although there were no con- Comstock and the populated nence in the 18601s with the {JX­

vention hall sites or projected areas lying within the Carson, pectation that the surrounding 
park areas in 1864 to slow down Eagle, Waslioe, and Pl.easant mining region was sure to be­
fue natural economic develop- Valleys, and the Truckee come a second Comstock. 
ment of the region, the new Meadows. Hundreds of thou•• 
.State of Nevada h'd already sands of cords of firewood j 



Grant Merrill of Wood.fords, 'one of Alpine County's oldest 
residents, points to rocks worn by early emigrant wagons 

. in Carson Canyon, now called WoodfOTd's Canyon. The 49'ers 
and the first Pony Express used this route. -~ 

There was silver in the area, 
and in sufficient quantity to 
bring other hopeful communities. 
into existence. 'These included 
Bullion, Monitor, Round Top, 
Silver King, Summit City, Ray­
mond, Lower Summit City, Tam­
arack, Lake Alpine, Davidson's 
Mill, and Cary's Mill, now Wood­
fords. At the same time the 
farming and, grazing sections oi 
the area were responsible for 
Hope Valley and Fredericks­
burg. 

Silver Mountain City was 
the population center of Al­
pine County for many years , 
and easily captured the coun­
ty seat with a count of 824 
votes on August 11, 1864; Sev-, 
eral large mines anc! mills 
were in operation in tile sur­
rounding area even during the 
rugged winters of the time 
which necessitated that the 
mail. deliveries be made by 
snccwshoe. The postman be­
came so adept fn the use of 
this means of transportation 
that he became known 
as "Snowshoe" - and his last 

. name was Thompson. 

During this period several 
excellent toll-roads were con­
structed between the· various 
communities · in addition to 
the fine Big Trees and Ebbet's 
Pass roads, the latter construct­
ed by the Scandinavian Road 
Company in 1853, which gave 
direct access to the gold regions 



of. Californ!� nnd the valleys of ent Alpine Hotel In Mark- the Markleeville area !111··~ ap- Tf,e main oelebrationwill be Coincidental with !he appoint• 
Ne,vada, 

1 1 leevill_e, and the old jail Is on pointed a committee I( 1m- held at G,rover's Hot Springs, rn,ent of the centennial commit.• 
Silver Mv�.itain City boasted the right rear as you enter plete pla11s fol' the Alpine -.Allffi• a beautiful. little valley just tee was the formation or the Al• 

oE: lwo newspapers, and Moni- the town I from the north and ty Centem1ial. The membership west of Markleevllle, on Aug. pipe County Historical Society, 
· t01; had one, and the entire out:- is now the prope,rty of Mr, includes Mrs. M. W. Long of 1; at which lime the new Cali- w!

.
1ich may prove of interest to
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put of the Davidson and Beam:. and Mrs, Al Chain, who have Markleeville as chairman, and fornla State Park on the loca- Nevada historians, I 
is sawmills was going into c0!h filled the structure with nu- Mrs. Grant Merrill and Mrs, tlon will be dedicated by a Secretary of the new organi:i:ad 
stl'Uction of new buildings in the merous old remnants of the Lew Love of Woodfords as California park official. Chair- tion is lVIrs. Nancy Thomburg 
vicinity.of Silver Mountain City early days and will be happy members, man of the event is Judge Ed• of Markieeville, Lou Weise fa 
and Markleeville, to &how it to the visitor if Present plans include distribu- mond Moore. president, Al Chain vice presid 

Harm, Remains courteously appro,ached. tion of an interesting booklet on This will then be followed by dent, Mrs. Ada Currie treasm• 
0 , 

, The Alpine County Commis- the history of Alpine County, in- the. barbecue under direction of er, and Mrs. Zella N. Mann, I�nfh8(1 1;�1;�y c�re tto th� sioners composed of H. Bruns eluding pictures and a map, and Chris Gansherg. Other events Mrs. Lillian B. Thornburg, anrlc�un Y t D , "'1, 1 tie pm- and B. Clark of the Fredericks- permanent displays of Alpine will be a dance in the evening L. A. Love are directors, Plmwc mse � 1 
avid,:on � combmed bm'g area, Mrs. Bernice Dan- County history in various places and possibly a color slide show for a museum fol' the new 01•a
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d berg of the Woodfords area, throughout the county for the throuvhout the day under direc- ganization are now being worker! 
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t a,nd G, Egger and P, Brook of. full year. ' tion � Mr. Lew Love. out. k opera 1011 an re-name 1 , 
the Exchequor l\'Iill, for use in 
ore. reduction only. He had first 
been placed in charge of the
Imperial .Silver Quarries Com-
pa1iy by his English employers, 
but was so impressed with the
future of the region that he pre­
vailed upon them to financially
assist him in tire later opera,
tion. The old hpme, still· pro-
fusely decorate<'! with ginger-

. bread designs, and the stone
and brick remrn1nts of the old

· mill are today a, familiar sight
: at the side of Silver Creek be­
' t.ween Markleeville and the rem­
, nants of Silver Mountain City. 

The cledine ht the price or 
silver in 1874, which caused so ,
many of the early silver camps 
to become ghost towns, was also
the end of Silver Mountain
City and the sut'l'ouriding small-
er silver camps, 

'.l'he lusty town of Markleeville 
supported in growth by the lum­
be1• and farming industries, eas­
ily took the coveted county seat
election on Oct. 20, 1875. The en­
tire vote, however, was some­
what pathetic, as compared to
the 1864 election, as the final re0 

tlu'ns gave Markleeville 129, Sil­
ver Mountain ,35, and Monitor
8. 

Markleeville then proceeded 
to eliminate ·future Silver
Mountain competition by mov•
Ing the. iron cells of the jail, 
the leading hot1:I, and seyer-
a I of the more pretentious 
smaller buildingi; clown f.l'om 
their lofty heights to her own
snug little loeation on Marl<lee­
vllle r•·1�ek an<I the Carson 
Rivet . �e old buildings are
still . 1cllng and in'. u�e to 
this ck ,.'•he hotel ls the pres-

---", 

e 

---------



P.:,..::tre phot::::,;;raph sh,:;\rs n1~'-\_~fng; 
cell block,. frcrr: the Silver 1viou:J~aln to 

ca!Jed 



Alpin -1 ft it 
s te Pa:rlk~ 
Dedicatio11 

Satutrda,y· ·~ 

The Big Celebration 
areas; much a:3 it does today. bts~~e~{\~f~~si~~kl~~mi ~~h6~~ 

Alpine winters are just that 10:30-Frocession of pioneers from 
Markleville to Gorver Hot Sprinss 

;_Alpine. And it was in the state Park. . 
19th century that John A. paWi.45-llrlS-lndlan d,mcers at the 

Thompson, a native of Nor- difkLarfj1~;;t~~ms~r1~~Spfl1( W,; . 
way and an expert sldet, used the Washoe Indians of Alpine county.·,. 

11:30-1\rrivai of honored guests af. :: 
to carry the mail from Wood- speal1ers' platform. 

MARKLEVILLE, A 1 •Ji 11 e fords Canyon to Hangtown by ~;Jy~11rar~£ Park supervisor 
t l • Wei by Hubert Brn11s, 

County - (Specicil) ·-· The s n. cha Board of Supervisors. 
Sh a.de S of "Sn o W Shoe" He became fa ID OU s, of IRt,oductlg~ i}i;g,~~~!r1°.nv:.rrs 
Tl course, as "Snowshoe'.' by Superior Judge Edmond M .. 

wmpson, Im Carson and JOHN FREMONT · 'SNOWSHOE' THOMPSON Kff CARSON Mo,ir. · John C. F'rcmont, lool{l·1.10,, 011 Thompson. Parl< dedication ceremony, (The• , • parl, became Slate property i 1962 .. 
from whatevel' vantage point Saturday s ,centenmal cele- but the dedicatiorJ WM oneil 
they might havo these tlays, Alpine is about 480 people, Kit Carson, struggled through w

1 
oodfords, to Hope

8
V~lley, IJration will recall many of i~fnfa~~r,, to coi11c1de wi . cen• 

will probably be lrnppy about and Markleville- is the county snowdrifts to the summit of t 1en near Tragedy G pl'lngs, these incidents in the colorful adtifs,"1&ii~!~~~c¥/;r "J11mJf~n $J11J~~. 
the whole thiug. seat. the Sierra. (over what is now ~ongt Sioneb~e~k1~ rite1r past of the county. . 12.·' h1dian dances at Parl,. 

'This refers to the Centen- 13'15 ELEC'l'ION Carson Pass). From nearby ang own. u en .. 0 111 'fhe·schedule for tlie day· . · dances outside Marl{· · 
• Ste hens Peak Fremont was Daggett offered free toll on 9130 a,m.-Reglstration of Alp;ne I In ans 

5~;~"j\11Y~;e c~iin~'.e Washoe · 
nial of Alpine County, 'Nhich (Markleville became the th Pf. t t ' .~ cl tl his trail to the Pony Express Pioneers at the Markleville School• · 9:0o-AnnuaP Fireman's Ball and · 

r. will he c e I e brat e d here county seat in an election 011 e n·s o see am..1- recor 1e tl t h d t ' hous()). . Beard Jwl.;ing con I.est, sc.11onlhouse. 
Saturday with all sorts of Oct 20 1875 when Silver beautiful lake now called so 16 rouD e watst cp. ange( 0 

·-

t l di · .' ' Tahoe go over agge ass now 
! evens, suc1 as 111 an Mountam,the.for~ercounty · calledKingsburyGrade). · 
' dances, beard-judging con• seat, was turnlllf( mto a ghost l\'IORMON PARTY In the 1860's, a silver boom 

tei,ts, and the formal cfodica- town. The election results: 'I'l 
1 

, S 
1 

hit Alpine and such com-
Uon of a state park that's two Markleville, 129, Silver Moun- B. 1ree y!ar~ !ter, M a:1me munities ~s the aforemen­
years old, already. tain, 35, and Monitor, 8.) 1~:m:~• . e.~ 11gt a (~}1011 tioned Sl.lver Mountain, and 

Alpine, per h a-p s Califor- While the county is 100 ~:!ifre/°~,~oss:~ ii:1 
Sie:rc; Bullion, Summit City, Silver 

ni:cJ.'s most sc1mic county, is yearn old this year (the State d , ·· d , ti' '" t King and others sprung into 
Ii c o m pr 1;:; e d of '1'76 square S e u a t e on April 13 pro• an · came o1i, 11 16 vv es b • 
a miles of Alp-like territory on claimed 1!l64 "Alpin County Fork oft.he Carson River. He emg .. 

the crest and eastern slope of Centennial Year"), e its his- established Branuan Spring~, ALPINE WIN'l'ER§ 
thB Sierra. tory really begins in 1844. a supply P0st, where Woo • But the silver eventually 

Gome of the l'idges a11d It was then that the Great fords now stautls, played out, and . the county 
crests reach 11,000 feet. Pathfinder, John C. Fremont, For five ·weeks the Pony concentrated on timbering, 

1 __ Thp, _ ·rnsirlen I: pnpnlati_01_1_o_f~a_1_1d_his scout, the redoubtable Express route !~an through f arm i 11 g and recreational 



Alpine /Earns 
Top E:�ploy�.e• : 
Sqfety Awd rd. 

For the fourth· time, :A:1pine 
County has: earned one of six 
top, awards in the annual Cali­
fornia County EmpJ.oy,ee Safe� 
ty Contes.t, co-sponsored: by·tne 
California County Superviso:rs 
Association and the S,tate-Cem­
ipensation . Insurance Fund. 

Alpine County, with an· in­
itury:.free record fo;i:- t}:le 1963-
19'64 .competition y�ar, won top 
honors in GrolUlp I, consisting 
of those counties with fewer 
than· 200 employees•. 

R. :A. Young, General Man­
_ageT of the State Fund, p _re­
·seri.tea. •a framed award to Hu­
bert Bruns, Chairman o;f the
.Board of '.Supervis:o't"s of Alpine
County, at, the 54th annual
meeting of' t h e California
County Superviso;i:-s Ass•ociation
at. the .Rivi&a-.Ho.tel in Palm
Sp't"ings. ·

·The ·county's. safety activity 
is, cooT'ddnated by Road , Com-· 
missioner Howard Currie. -

Forty-nine Oalifhrnia couri-' 
,ties�pa'l',ticipated-in the contest.· 
Atriew · contest' is now unde:r­

. :wa'.iJor t� :rear eiiciing'June 
·30,' 1965. Ali .California'> co:un­
ti.e,,1 have been· invited. to enter.



: I. 
··~·~-,---•---v- --· 

Subscription Rate- by Mail. 
:>. ·$4.oo .Pei' Year · · 
. $2;1l';f for- Six Months' 
$1;501or .Three Months·. 

$o:75 io:r One Month_, 

~a,Jtt,~;u~~dk~ri~AJs~~tter · 
~:. ··~ .;. .:..~,.·- ,__.,, 

Twenty·Yeaxs A-o - . 
. . '' - _' ' - .. '~. . ' .) .: - ' 

. Dominic -Oxoby is ho:inie ,to· spend Chi:ist:-
mas Fie:xh v a.J.l:ej o-. .. . _ , ' ·• ; - -- . .· 

Forty Y-ears Ago . . . 
' . '.Dhe -Gardi:ierville 'COirinlercial ciurh~ whicli ' 
lia,s ,be•en 1ncictive for the past se'ver;µ yeaxs:; ' 
was reviv:~d' last Friday night wh~. r£lp:fe~ 
senta,tive business 'lllEµl, · ,ll,rld pf~pefty _ .hoid­
ers met arid orlfamz~ • wiliat -is.- to_ be kiioWIJ. 
as the Gard.nefviµe . ,_cp:amoer _of Cnrn1pe-rce: 

:.......:4,0- .... - ... ··- ::...', ____ ' 

1
~e:rid~~~tr19,f fell hi Cars~ Jalley 

=40.o.::... 
Headline: · Ten Pereent Dividend· Paid By 

Farmers Phone ·company:. - - -
. ...'.:40-

Carsen Valley Post -or ,tp.e Anieri-can ~~ 
gion elected officers at tliefr · fueeting _-iast 
week ·as. follows: 1Cla:te:hce, Sptjngniey~r, 
{)oi:i:imander· Jas, Galla@b,er1 V:fa:!.e'Oofun:land,,. 
er; t.. :A... Mtjnnis, Ardjutaiitj Cllarles Bi-6WB, 
Financial O:ffkeri William!.ampe; -Ghaplam· . 
.. ··.,,·. ,·.-·:- -~0- -·--.- _·.' . _·. 

-Bij.~. nine ~atcels" ofj>topeftf witlilii. Douig,_­
las_ Com::tty: ;:were afi{jwed to· get ii~linqtifftt 
by lheir own:-ers"for non:-P?:im~t of:ihE1' first · 
installment .,of taxes. · 'iihe to-ta1: tax· ofi' the 
entii-e~;d~linqi:(ent list' IB 1but a· tfifl~ in :~--:. 

~~;:::;:~;;~~~-;ii~:~~a~i-~£ 
Ar fue' Q)Uiity-Oied'.,al Mafli:leevill~.last'Ffi­
diaJta-t,th:e :ade"cif c9t y.eats; s--~~nt'li~; a.ti.cl, 
2!5-:aia'f:t :~e .-was b'qri:i)n :WQoaipra d&mffy, · 
Kentucky:' Wpil~ a .. f~ry .young m;an.: h~ 
mo-vea .to '.in.~_ fionner or . me·J\Jfissoun; ana 
at· the':·age .6f 18, joiniid-'.ari emig;i:ant triin. 
bound>for:th~--~ijldJ P,el~ -~f,Pa.4fQrfila::: ?'?' 

'In. the:.s:tow journey thwutb. :,tihe wildet:­
n~is,. the ,t±,:ahi'met :vy1.tli·:the ii,s:u_.U ~~J:4ps, 
and tryrµg · !:!'XQci.ie:n-c:es of: tli · ioneers "thnt . 

· b.ray~· ih,e.~-a~ · µi)cfos _ . -~~-- :i;l~iµµs, 
Rea&birF Foii:' Ob.urielilll, :ne :s6-uglH .release 
from .til;, <!oritract 'with thE!.. tfain.; ~wlnch, vtas 
i:f.alit-ea: 'roic't :he cast -:-:tii.::f rot· :bi ,the Nevatl.a . 
t,eiri' C ! '.that was a :;pa.fl o:f m~.•,tt~•\v1.as' 
' ' . in}the _· Pai.hte -Wat.\ ii . "teeied 

t<> li~ip; r~coier t,Jie ibQdy. of'.. fG~. _ otjps~ · 
by,'<whb 'liacI ooen killed:. ,by -the ,Indians. , 
W~i;h, t,w&-foompanfd::µs; :Mt . . (Xil~ts'p~iit d&ys 
sea;rerung for thei J:x>d!y, _ana. :finfill.y:tlie:r were 
t.ey.r~i;ded hy 'the ,tecovecy' of 1:lhe __ lioidy~ ,_/_: · 
' Afte:i< 1ea:virig the· yicimty' or: Carson Cify, 

-he,.rlioyeckto Alpine ¢olµiprt#filoli'-~ :t.qen 
e;cperiep.cirrg :a ·irimirig ,boo:in, 'L~t¢ ·_µi',:th_l:i: 

. '60's he'1reti.n-:p.ed ,to Nevada,~d0 t-6ok eharge 
of a, :came1>±rfilri. :·:,: · .<;-,_' ;:' _ f \ ·, > 

•, I-tis recordea,tha't HarvEiy Ci:~le,.-e:ii '.one trii;>­
oyer- the--$iei'ras,·-had·.M~k·:-'.tw~~--·for)tis 
traveling', coinpanion,'.•aiJ_a_•:-i,v,as":.an' .. iritim~te' 
companion ·of tihe b'.eloved ]i,uilionst. ; .. ,, • ,~•,, -\• :...::. :u,-. ....._:__,_,w.....:----•---- • ,.,_._. ,,, •-----~-~·-,•A- <•''' 
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Across the great plains a n d 
through Nevada came the pioneers 
on their way to the promised land, 
the land of gold, discovered in Calif­
ornia in 1848. The covered Conestoga 
wagons, drawn by mules, horses, 
or oxen, lumbered through winter 
snows and summer heat to cross the 
desert and Sierras to a new life on 
the coast. 

These sturdy pioneers left traces 
of their journey throughout what is 
now Alpine County, California. Old 
wagon roads are still discernible in 
W oodfords Canyon, showing marks 
scraped on rocks as the wheels of 
the wagons creaked laboriously past 

ON THE COVER-A long reach and a huge 61h yard bucket make the ·0 

Caterpillar 988 Wheel Loader the special pet of Blue Diamond mine 
management. The machine does the work formerly occupying two power 
shovels and two trucks plus the part-time work of a bulldozing tractor. 

A Historic Past and a Soaring Future Promise 
Much for California's Little Switzerland 

ALPINE COUNTY 

them. Names painted on huge gran­
ite boulders in 1848 still are visible 
on Kit Carson Pass. And even now, 
over one hundred years later, me­
mentos such as oxen shoes or tail­
gate boards are picked up by hikers 
and hunters. 

What is now Alpine County-also 
known affectionately as the 'Swiss 
Alps' of the Sierras-was originally 
a part of the Territory of Utah and 
then a part of Nevada Territory. In 
1863 it was found that the area was 
actually part of California and in 
1864 Alpine County was created 
from the adjoining counties of Ama­
dor, Tuolumne, El Dorado, Calaveras 

and Mono. With an elevation that 
ranges from 5,500 feet to over 10,000 
feet, Alpine County was named for 
its rugged mountain peaks and beau­
tiful lakes. 

Howard C. Currie, Alpine County Road Commissioner, has been in county road work since 1919. 
His road equipment was first powered by horses, then the Holt tractors, forerunners of the Cater­
pillar-built line. Now his road equipment includes a Cat. No. 12 Motor Grader, a D4 and their most 
recent acquisition, a Cat D6C Tractor with doxer. 

Probably the earliest referral to

this area is found in the memoirs of 
Jedediah Strong Smith, who traveled 
over some of this terrain as early as · 
1826 and 1827. Another legendary 

figure of American frontier history, 
Kit Carson, trapped and hunted in 
the area in 1839 and later accompan­
ied Captain John C. Fremont's ex­
pedition to California. He traveled 
through the winter snows of 1844 over 
what is now Kit Carson Pass. A 
monument to this courageous scout 
surmounts the summit of the pass 
named for him. A tree which bore 
the scout's name and the date, 1844, 
is now at the Sutter's Fort Museum, 
Sacramento, California. 

Upon reaching this area, some of 
the pioneers decided to remain on 
the eastern slope of the Sierra. Trad­
ing posts and hotels were establish­
ed and settlements grew in popula­
tion. 

In the late fifties and early six­
ties, when valuable ore was discov­
ered at Silver Mountain, there was a 
veritable rush to that new land of 
promise. This time the magic lure 
was silver. By 1863, a town of con­
siderable size had sprung up at Sil­
ver Mountai:b. and the need was felt 
for an organized county government. 
In 1864, the governor of California 

With a population of l 65, the County seat of 
Markleeville lies quietly in a pastoral setting, 
surrounded by majestic mountain peaks. 



'I'; Road maintenance and snow removal are all 
taken in stride with the new D6 owned by the 
Alpine County road department. Taken late last 
fall, this scene was covered with several inches 
of snow one week after the photo was taken. 

Some of the prices charged in 1868 
were as follows: Markleeville to 
W oodfords - about seven miles -
wagon and span - 50 cents; pack 
animals - 12½ cents; loose stock - 5 
cents per head. Prices ranged higher 
or lower, according to the distance 
traveled. 

A story is told that in 1850 a cara­
van of bulls passed through Carson 
Valley and followed the road into 
W oodfords Canyon. At a toll gate a 
few miles beyond W oodfords, an al­
tercation took place between the 
gate-keeper. and the drovers, who 
protested the high toll rates. One 
member of the party cut the pole gate 
with an axe and shot the keeper, 
who rolled into the brush, wounded. 

On the other hand, halfway be­
tween Greens and Luther Pass was 
another Toll gate. The man in charge 
was known to leave the gate open 
many times so that travelers might 
go by free of toll. 

Today the roads are maintained 
by the State and the County. In ad­
dition to the State highways that 

, traverse the County, there are about 
·:.__) 110 miles of county roads that must

be maintained the year around. This 
includes keeping them clear of snow 
in the winter. It is not uncommon for 
six or seven thousand vacationers to 
invade the county on a three day 

holiday for hunting, fishing or just 
relaxation. 

Says County Road Commissioner 
Howard Currie, "With average sea­
sonal snowfalls of eight to twelve 
feet in the higher elevations of the 
county, I'm glad we have Cater­
pillar-built equipment to keep these 
roads clear in the winter and to main­
tain forest trails in the summer. With 
a crew of only 14 men, we have to 
depend on our equipment for every 
job and emergency. We have found 
that Caterpillar-built equipment is the 
most dependable by far," 

The Federal government owns 
91 % of the county land area with 
8% owned by cattlemen for grazing. 
One per cent is being developed into 
sub-divisions for future population in­
creases. 

Alpine County is known for its 
mining, lumbering, ranching, graz­
ing, hunting and fishing grounds, in 

__ )addition to its camp sites. 
_,,, The county government is especial­

ly proud of the fact that it is free of 
all bonded indebtedness. This pride 
of solvency dates back to the Coun­
ty's early days and the name of an 
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The cornerstone of the Alpine County courthouse was laid in 1928. Stone for the building was 
quarried above the site of Silver Montain, which was the first County seat. 

historical spot - Hangman's Bridge. 
A murder was committed, and 

since an impartial jury could not be 
found, a change of venue to Mono 
County was ordered. At this time 
Alpine County -Was suffering from a 
shortage of money and a certain 
group in Mono County coveted east­
ern Alpine County. If Alpine County 
went deeper in debt, as a result of 
the expensive court trial, the County 
might disorganize and the Mono in­
terests might then acquire control. 

A local committee was formed to 
intercept the prisoner on his way to 
Mono. This was accomplished and 
the prisoner was forcibly taken from 
the officers and hanged from the 
bridge. Thus the solvency of tlie 
county treasury was perhaps main­
tained and the county's present ter­
ritorial boundaries preserved. 

This 'Little Switzerland' of the Si­
erras - with valleys named Faith, 
Hope and Charity - is indeed a Cali­
fornia Heritage. 
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Cashman's Field Service Dept. Has Heavy Responsibilities in a Va$t Territory 

Covering nearly all of the state 
of Nevada plus the most rugged of 
the mountainous Eastern counties of 
California makes field service work a 
perpetual challenge to the Cashman 
Equipment Company's service per­
sonnel. 

They face frigid arctic blizzards in 
the thin air of the high Sierras-they 
broil under the furnace of a merci­
less desert sun to get Caterpillar 
equipment rolling again for the con­
tractors, loggers, miners and farm­
ers of the silver and golden states. 

Distance, temperature, accessibili­
ty, time and customer diagnosis 
frustrate these service personnel. 

But despite it all, they do their iob 
well and have earned the respect of 
the drivers, managers, owners and 
government supervisors for the amaz­
ing job they do and the obstacles 
they have overcome. 

Any machine, even Caterpillar­
built equipment, will break down or 
wear down eventually from hard use. 
The trick is to keep this from happen-
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ing as loD,g as possible, and to ma:ke 
intelligent use of Cashmcm's field 
service when the inevitable does 
occur. Field service is more expen­
sive than shop service and so rou­
tine overhauls should be predicted 
and scheduled when equipment is 
available near one of Cashman's 
Shop Service Centers in Las Vegas 
or Reno. 

Orrin Kitchin, Cash.man's service 
manager at Reno, matter-of-factly 
sums it up this way: 

"Field service work should be of 
an emergency nature only and 
should never be used for major re­
pairs or overhal,l.ls." 

He continues, "Although Cash­
man's is adequately equipped to 
service a: customer anywhere and 
almost anytime, consideration should 
be made for our availability of labor 
and the distances involved. It is not 
unusual for a: service truck and 
mechanic to have to travel 300 miles 
one way to take care of an immediate 
problem. When this is necessary, 

r--

costs run up for everyone involved. 
Above immediate labor and travel 
costs, however, is the lost worktime 
il a job is halted due to an import­
ant machine being down. Field serv­
ive work, because of travel time and 
lack of ideal working . facilities, is 
naturally slower than shop work 
done in Cashman' s Las Vegas or 
Reno plants. Slower repairs mean 
more dollars for service work as well 
as lost operating time." 

For these good reasons, Orrin 
urges Caterpillar equipment owners 
to watch their machinery carefully 
so that field repairs can be skillfully 
avoided. When field service is nec­
essary, however, Cashma:n's shop 
people go into high gear to providE:'. 
immediate aid. A midnight call for 
help may take a truck and crew to 
a point 300 or more miles from their 
home base. Every conceivable part 
and tool must be carried with them 
to pr-operly remedy the <:tilment de­
scribed over the phone. 

Here's where Kitchin asks for more 
help from his customers. Every detail, 
including the minutest squea:k, rat­
tle, grind or howl should be describ­
ed to the Cashman person receiving 
the service order. Once on its way, 
the service crew has no source of 
parts or tools other than those that 
can be driven, bussed, flown or 
floated to the repair site. 

Kitchin points out that every pre­
caution has been taken to make each 
service truck as completely self-suf­
ficient as possible. Besides a full 
complement of hand tools, these 
'shops-on-wheels' are also equipped 
with telescoping booms, winches, 
cutting torches, air for power tools 
and auxiliary power for lights and 
electrical equipment. 

! 

Orrin Kitchin 1, Cashman,.s service manager at 
t Reno, notes that although , Cashman's is ade-; · 

quately equipped to service a customer anywher<!O 
and almost anytime, consideration should be 
made for availability of labor and the distances 
involved. Field service work should be of an 
emergency nature only and never used for major 
repairs or overhauls. 
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signed a bill creating Alpine County 
with the county seat at Silver Moun­
tain. 

For nearly a decade, this town 
-- high in the Sierras flourished and 

silver flowed from its mountain veins. 
Then came the demonetization of 
silver in 1873. This sealed the doom 
of Silver Mountain. An election 12 
years later caused the county seat 
to be moved to Markleeville, where 
it remains to this day. 

Alpine is unique in that it has 
within its boundaries no high school, 
no doctor, no hospital, dentist, bar­
ber or theatre. It looks toward Ne­
vada rather than California to sup­
ply its needs. 

The county, which covers 776 
square miles has a permanent popu­
lation of about 400. The county seat 
of Markleeville has a population of 
only 165 and lies on the crest of the 
Sierra. Until very recent years, when­
ever winter snows piled up in the 
high mountain passes, Alpine was 
entirely cut off from California and 
turned to Nevada for all supplies. 
To this day, most of the population 
still shops at Minden or Reno. 

Such was not always the case. In 
the days of the pioneers, when it 

_ took days rather than hours to tra­
verse distances of 50 to 100 miles, 

-~ W oodfords was the first trading sta­
tion on the eastern side of the Sier­
ras in this entire region. 

Established as an outpost in 1847 
by Samuel Branna...r1, W oodfords was 
the first white settlement in the area. 
Brannan, a Mormon on his way from 
the west coast to Salt Lake to meet 
with Br~gham Young, left two · men 
and a cache of supplies at the sprifilg 
which is close to the present Wood­
fords store. The men stayed through­
out fhe winter and built a log stor­
age cabin. The following year, a 
stopping place for travelers was 
built and the settlement was called 
Brannan Springs. 

In 1849, there was a heavy influx 
of people, among them a Daniel 
Woodford, who decided to locate 
nearby. A few years later, after the 
name Brannan Springs had been re­
placed by Carey's Mills, a post of­
fice was built and given the name 
of W oodfords. That name still stands 
today, although there is no longer a 
post office in the town. 

Other early settlements, many of 
them now just names and memories, 
i.nduded Summit City, once the sec­
ond largest voting center in Alpine 
area. Excerpts· from a letter to the 
Daily Alta Californian of June 15, 
1864, read as follows: "We have in 
Summit City about 600 inhabitants 
and the town is building up as fast 
as lumber can be obtained. The 
usual amount of stores, blacksmith 
shops, bakeries, saloons etc., are in 

full blast and a church and school\ 
will follow in due time. In the matter "' 
of politics we are about a stand off 
between Union men and rebels." 

Summit City was considered by 
some to have been the hi9hest min- · 
ing district on the North American 
continent. 

As recorded in the Douglas Coun­
ty, Nevada records, Jacob J. Marklee 
located a land claim upon the 160 
acre tract which is now the Town­
site of Markleeville, on September 
12, 1861. The Alpine County Court­
house, erected from locally quarried 
stone in 1928, today stands on the 
site of his cabL.'1., which old timers 
say was constructed entirely of wood 
and shakes, even to the extent of 
wooden hinges on the doors. 

The influx of people became so 
great that a town was started in the 
early part of 1863. By the next year, 
there were 168 houses and a popula-
tion of 2,620. In 1864, it missed be­
coming the first county seat by 95 
votes. This honor did finally come to 
Markleeville 11 years later and it is 
still the county seat. The town suf­
fered a disastrous fire in 1886 and 
was never rebuilt in its entirety. 
Strangely, the rise and fall of Mark­
leeville was never witnessed by the 
man who gave it its name; Jacob J. ~/ ' 
Marklee was killed in a gunfight in ' 
the spring of 1863 during a quarrel 
over the ranch on which the town 
now stands. 

At the time of the gold rush to 
California in 1849, a need was felt 
to convert the various trails over the 
mountains into wagon roads. In time 
it became customary for a person or 
company to obtain a franchise to 
construct and maintain a road. In 
turn, they were permitted to charge 
a toll and erect a toll gate or toll 
house. This authority was first dele­
gated as . a territorial or state func­
tion, and later, in the early sixties, 
was given to local counties. 

The toll road franchise stipulated 
the rates to be charged for the par­
ticular use made of it. For instance, 
a certain sum was charged for a 
wagon and team and another rate 
for saddle horses or loose stock. A 
local resident often maintained the 
road near him for a few miles and 
erected a gate at which he collected 
the toli. Another person had charge 
of maintenance from there on and so . 
on. 

Road grading and light snow removal keep this 
older model No. 12 busy. 



,.Sierra Indians Plead for 77 
Part iP Povertv Prog1ram · 

l,J ."i Jc . T/1 li.:J5- 1 - 2 r;, - bs-' 
The Washoe Intlians of Alpine ''We are accomplishing noth-

County have sent a telegram to ing and getting nowhere with 
President Johnson with a plea local and state super,.,·isvrs. It, 

is now apparent they are will­
to make sure his anti-poverty ing to allow the economic aid 
program will not exclude them. act to die without finding any . 

"The Bureau of Indian Af- assistance for us,'' the telegram 
fairs dictat.es the programs un­
der the Economic Opportunity 
Act. virtually eliminating the 
Washoes from any existing pro­
gram," said Richard McKenzie, 
spokesman for the Washoes and 
a representative of the An1eri­
can Indian Council Inc. in San 
Francisco. 

The telegram to the president 
was signed by Earl Jaines, 
president of the Washoe of Al­
pine County .lnc., an or[(aniza­
tion representing some 200 men, 
women and children. 

says. ; 
l'vicKenzie said the Bureau of i 

Indian Affairs told the Washoes: 
they must have land before the i 
bureau can do anything. ' 

"But the Division of Forestry ! 

took bar!-: land at Lake Tahoe , 
where Washoes' old fishing,· 
c:anwing and burial grounds · 
were located," Mc!<:enzie said. 

The Was hoes ask the Presi­
dent to grant them 50 acres of 
their old land for their working 
people to live and build a cen­
ter for Indian artifacts. 



RecSibr~t;on··p,oject ,Set I 
Tiny Alpine County. the least populated county " 

in California, has courageously set out on the diffi-
cult and expeflsive course of restoring its ·historic one-
room school house high on the hill above the town of 
Markleeville. 

This project has been undegtaken by the Historical 
Society of Alpine County, a group which boasts a 
membership of over 120 in a county with a total pop­
ulation of under 500 people. 

The Old Webster School, object· of the restoration 
plans, was built in 1882 by the pet>pl~: of Marklee­
ville. Work was done on a volunteer basis with donated 
materials. The school was in use uritil 1929 when the 
New Webster School was built. Since that time the 
building has fallen into a state of serious disrepair 
and is in danger of ·total collapse unless action is 
taken soon. It was for this reason that the Histor­
ical Society sought the help and advice of Orvel John­
son, President of the National Association of Restora­
tion Specialists. The N.A.R.S. recently·presented the 
Society with a Prospectus on the restoration project 
includfog an outline of work and a complete breakdown 
of estimated costs. 

The total estimated ~ost · of the project is $3500 
; all of which must be raised by donations or pledges 
. in the immediate future. 

Johnson and his team of restorationspecialisi:s plan 
to be in Ma,rkleeville during the week of May 16:-22 
to begin actual restoration work. Their services are 
· being donated.. free of charge. Some volunteer labor 
will be used, and there will be a need for donated 
materials. Alfred o. Chain, construction and mater­
ials coordinator, is in the process o! :working out . 
these details. · 

The Historical Society is also asking ,for the return 
of historical items and artifacts which were associated 
with the old school, items such as desks, ink wells, 
slates, books, etc. · 

The biggest single problem facing the small group 
is that or raising $3500 before the May 16 deadline. 
A sense of urgency is present for two rei1,sons: the 
first is that the offer of expert techni~al assistance 
has been made for that week and cannot be utilized 
unless enough money has been raisedl to guarantee 
completion of the project; the second reason is· the 
prevailing opinion that if the school is not restored in_ 
the immediate future it may be beyond the point 
where restoration is possibl~. · ' 
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/1 me ounty s ack 
her Nevada inter 

BY CHARLES BILLINGER 

Times Staff Writer 

MARKLEEVILLE-Alpine Coun­
ty, smallest county in population in 
the state, wants to be part of.Califor­
nia again; 

It happens every° spring. 
In the winter Alpine County be­

longs to Nevada. 
With the arrival of the first heavy 

snows each fall, four of the five 
roads leading into Alpine County 
close for six to eight months. 

The only link with the outside·· 
world is High'wc).y 88 running from 
this unincorporated county seat to 
Gardnerville and. Minden, Nev. 

Alpine is one of the most peculiar 
counties in the country. 

It has no barbers, beauticians, doc­
tors, dentists, nurses, hospitals, high 
schools, traffic signals, theatern, 
Il' ·1aries, industries, daily or
"\\ ,y newspapers or a number of
other essentials found in every other
county in the nation.

But It Has People 

It has people.,-397 at last count. 
Alpine County, on the eastern 

crest of the Sierra Nevada lies 50 
miles south of Reno. 

It's the highest county in Califor­
nia with its lowest point over a mile 
up and a dozen peaks towering over 
two miles. 

Alpine is a little Switzerland dot­
ted with year-round, snow-capped 
mountains, ·with spectacular granite 
cliffs and crags, with dense stands of 
quaking aspen, birch and pine, with 
rushing streams and glacial lakes. 

Half the residents are Washoe In­
dians. Most of the others ar.e descen­
dants of silver miners who came to 
make their fortunes in the 1840s, 50s 
and 60s. 

The county had a population of 
11,620 a century ago-during an era 
when Markleeville was a roaring 
camp of 2,620. But the demonetiza­
tion of silver in the late 1860s ended 
the mining in short order. Marklee­
ville, largest of 11 hamlets in the 
er LY, has fewer than 100 people 
t,. 

Biggest employer in Alpine Coun­
ty nov>" is the county. In some cases 
entire families work exclusively for 
the county. 

Elizabeth P. Coyan, county treas­
urer and county tax collector, for ex­
ample, is dean of county treasurers 

in California. She's served as Al­
pine's since 1919. 

Her husband, George Coyan, was 
county coroner from 1921 to his. 
death last December.· Mrs. Coyan's 
son, Gary, drives the Alpine County 
high school bus, is county sealer of 
weights and measures and a county 
fish and game commission.er. 

There is no high school in Alpine 
County, so Gary Coyan drives the 
county's 34 high school students 
each day, weather permitting, to 
Douglas County. High School in 
Gardnerville, Nev. 

Mrs. Coyan's niece, Mrs. Rosella 
Jackson, is deputy county recorder 
and official census taker and h.er ne­
phew, ·Rosella's husband, Robert, is 
the county's civil engineer for roads. 

When Alpiners land a county job, 
even if it's an elective . office, they 
generally make it a lifetime career. 

Supervisor 36 Years 

Dean of California's 296 county su­
pervisors is Bernice Dangberg, 78, a 
widow, who has been an Alpine 
C o u n t y supervisor ,continuously 
since 1930. Her father held the same 

MILES 

NEVADA NEIGHBOR - Alpine 
County adjoins Nevada, and cud­
dles closer in winter than summer. 

Timeis map 

job for 13 years, from 1875 to 1898. ing classes in Diamond Valley, 14 
"Wanders never cease up here," youngsters attending 3rd and 4th 

said Mrs. Dangberg. "When I was grades at Fredericksburg, and 24 
first elected 36 years ago, members students enrolled in 5th, 6th, 7th and 
of the board met once every three 8th grades at W oodfords. 
months and were paid $2 a month. Paul Ghilarducci, only male 
Our pay jumped to $12 a month in schoolteacher in the county ex­
the late 30s, then to $50 and a couple plains: "We used to have three 
of years ago to $100." school districts in the county, each 

The . board now meets once a with a one-room schoolhouse. 
· month. It's one of few government "We unified and now have one 
agencies on record to unanimously school with three sections. None of 
vote against accepting a pay in- the buildings is big enough to house 
crease. Gus Egger, supervisor since all the students. That's why we had 
1948 and owner-operator of the to do it this way." 
Markleeville General Store, explains: Only law enforcement officer in 

"The Legislature wanted us to the county is Sheriff Stewart Mer­
boost oursalary from $100 to $250 a rilL 
month. We turned it down. Maybe You can't -even buy a cup of coffee 
we're worth $100, but surely not in the county in the winter. In sum­
$250. We tried to set a precedent for mer four cafes are . open for "outsi­
the rest of the county officials."_ ders" who come up to fish, hunt, 

Egger believes he's the only coun- climb mountains, camp out and just 
ty supervisor in Caiifornia earning a rela.'L But there isn't a place to eat 
large ?hare of his income from open from Sept. 1 to June 15. 
pumping gas. He runs one of the two Markleeville is progressing. [t re­
gas stations in the county in con- cently opened its first subdivision 
junction with his general store. this century-six houses. It no,v has 

To get here, you either hike in or a bank-the only one-man bank in 
drive up. There are no air strips and California. Phil l\fartell is the teller, 
no public transportation-not even bookkeeper, janitor and manager. 
the Greyhound bus. With the spring thaw, Luther 

The one elementary school is split Pass leadin.g to Tahoe Valley will 
into three sections with 30 kinder- soon be open and Alpiners will be­
garten, 1st and 2nd graders attend- come Californians again. 

Lb.s A-nq�le.s 'llme..!:,. /YloiJ. /-Jpr;( tt,1ct,, 
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O!FfiCiAll. GROIUW'-Markleeville general store is operated by County 
Supervisor Gus Egger, pumping gas. Others, from left, County Treas­
urer Elizabeth P. Coyan, her niece, Mrs. Rossella Jackson, deputy coun­
ty recorder; Gary Coyan, who is employed on three county jobs .. 

lOfTY SIETT!HG-On a hill overlooking Marklee­
ville, Alpine County, Dale Robinson, 9, sits on steps 
of schoolhouse talking with Phil Martell, county's 
only- banker, At rear, left, Gary Robinson, who is 

county trapper, game warden and school. bus driv~ · 
er, and Al Chain, head of county water company (44 · 
users). Smallest county _in California boast popula-
tion of 397 and has few comme_ rcial establishments:o,i. 'lo 

Times photos by Steve Fontanlnif' II 



Memoirs Revive 
Alpine Events 

EDICA:fION of a Pony 
Express rnonument to­
day in the little Alpine 
County village of Wood­
fords on the eastern 

crest of the Sierra Nevada brings 
to mind that it was near Woodfords 

I that Snowshoe Thompson made his 
home for 20 years or more. 

Wooclfords on the El Camino 
Siena is the second community of 
importance in Alpine County. The 
county's No. 1 town is Marklee­
ville, the county seat. 
· Woodfonls, known in 1853-54 as 
Carey's Mill for John Carey who 
established a saw mill there, be­
came better known as Woodforcls 
in 186D for Daniel Woodford who 
became owner of tbe old Carey 
Mil1. 

Today's unveiling of a Pony Ex­
press monument at Woodfords is 
being held .under auspices of the 
Alpine County Historical Society. 
Speakers for the -occasion are Col. 
Vvaddell Smith, president of the 
l'h1tional Pony Express Centennial 
so prominent six years ago, and 
United States District Court Judge 
Slierrill Halbert. 

William Harrah, the casino mo­
gul Ht Stateline in Nevada, is send­
illg th(~ Joe Val Trio to Woodfords 

Photo from Bancroft Li~rary, University of C.iliforn;rn 

Photographed in the 1890s, the Hot Springs Hotel is the oldest building in Alpine County standing ioday 

ver, Frank and Will Musser. Wil­
da's father ·was also a native of 
Maine, hut her parents didn't meet 
and marrv until thev \vere Alnine 

bath house with its tub and show­
er. 

"The bridge was built out over 
I N those remote and isofated 

areas of the Sierra Nevada dm-
- ing the pioneer years, ":papa" 

had to be the doctor. butcher. lhak-
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Speakel'S for +he occasion are Col. 
Waddell S1f 1, president of the 
National Pony Express Centennial 
so prominent six years ago, and 
United States District Court Judge 
Sherrill Halbert. 

WiHiam Rarrs.h, the casino mo­
gul at Stateline in Nevada, is send­
ing the Joe Val Trio to Woodfords 
to provide music for the day, and 
Kenny Benson ancl Chris Gansberg 
Jr. are slated to do a re-enactment 
of the Pony Express run up the 
emigrant trail. Both of the riders 
are from nearby ranches in Alpine 
County, according to Mrs. Mabel 
C. Love, secretary of the Alpine 
Historical Society. 

ERE in Oakland we have 
Phyllis Grover Guerra as a 
source for Alpine County 

history, and with the Woodfords 
fete in full swing today we sought 
her out only to discover she had 
recently edited 1he historical notes 
and memoirs left behind by the 
late Wilda Grover Eubanks, a half· 
sister of I\llrs. Guerra's father, 
Charles A. Grover. 

Wilda Grover was born at Gro­
ver's Hot Springs in the Marklee­
v i 11 e-Woodfords neighborhood in 
1877, spending most of her child­
hood there and. in Markleeville. 
She taught at the old Webster 
School in Markleeville in the 1890s 
and early 1900s, later settling in 
Dixon with her husband, where 
they raised seven children before 
she returned to school-teaching at 
Gold Run. She died in Dixon a few 
years ago. 

Her full memoirs are being pre­
sented to the Alpine Historical So­
ciety by Mrs. Guerra, but it is our 
privilege to divulge a few histori­
cal notes. 

Wilda's mother also taught in 
Markleeville at one time, some of 
he1· pupils being Myron and Byron 
Chambers; Charley and Edith Gro-

l'holo from Bancroft Libnlr\', \Jnlversily 

Photographed in the 1890s, the Hot Springs Hotel is the oldest building in Alpine County standing k,tkiy 

ver, Frank and Will Musser. Wil­
da's father was also a native of 
Maine, but her parents didn't meet 
and marry until they were Alpine 
County residents. 

Grover's Hot Springs, where Wil­
da was born, was but three and 
three-quarters miles west of Mark­
leeville. When she put in her ap­
pearance there was also Charles 
Alvin Grover (father of Mrs. Phyl­
lis Grover Guerra), Edith Adel 
Grover, Will and Frank Mhsser, 
and later her brother Merrill and a 
sister Mina .. 

"Grover's Hot Springs was a 
wonderful place to live," Wilda 
notes. "It was a good sized valley 
with springs up on the slope .of a 
small hill. 'fh_ere were higher hills 
and mountains all around, and hot 
springs of varying temperatures 
below our home. 

"My father had put barrels 
aro.und the hot springs. I remem­
ber that visitors who drank from 
one of the springs liked to put salt 
and pepper in a cup of the water, 
insisting it then tasted just like 
chicken soup. 

"There was a bath house where 
we bathed in a wooden tub, also a 
steam room where sick people 
could perspire to their heart's con­
tent. Best of all, though, was the 
pool. Here the water was so heavy 
you could £old yourself up into a 
small package, hold your breath 
and then take your feet off the bot­
tom of the pool and come up bob­
bing like a cork." 

T HERE was a ,~ooden bddge 
that led from the G1·over 

. dwelling down below to the 
bathing pool, extending also to the · 

lrnth house with its tub and show­
el'. 

{/The bridge was built out over 
the water and had to be replaced 
often as the hot wacer rotted the 
boards," Wilda recorded. 

"Tests of the water indicated 
m a n y minerals present. People 
would drive their teams in from 
the Sacramento Valley and Stock­
ton tired almost to exhaustion and 
covered with dust but happy to be 
at the springs at last. 

"Their horses would be as gaunt 
as their drivers and his friends. 
Papa never charged a cent for 
their bathing and using the water, 
but he did charge a small fee :for 
pasturage for the horses. 

"I remember papa packing one 
man down to the bath on his back. 
The poor man couldn't walk. A few 
days later he was walking down to 
the pool and bathhouse by himself. 

qOur house had two fireplaces, 
and there was a large Buck stove 
in the kitchen and a smaller stove 
in the summer kitchen. Hot water 
from one of the springs was piped 
into the kitchen. Even though it 
was very hard water it took only a 
few minutes under this water to 
have the dishes clean and sanitary. 

"One corner of the kitchen had a 
spring boxed in and covered that 
furnished bubbling water that was 
almost ice cold. 

"T h e r e were three bedrooms 
upstairs and an · attic where we 
tossed everything we didn't want 
to throw away. 

"In. addition to the kitchen on the 
downstairs floor there was a big 
dining room, a parlot, and a bed­
room .• ," 

N. those remote and 
areas of the Sierra Nevada (hn­
ing the pioneer years, "i:mp:a" 

had to be the doctor, butcher, bak­
er, merchant, and candlesticlc­
make1' - all in one. But there is 
plenty of evidence that "n1ama" 
was always around for the hig as­
sist. 

"Papa was a good butcher and 
made that his trade," the school­
teaching Wilda Grover Eubanl1s 
relates. 

"He made many trips to Bodie 
and other places along the way, 
v,rith four horses, sometimes being 
gone three or four days to deiive-r 
all his produce. He""'-canied with 
him beef, homemade butter, }:iork, 
and in the summer a few vegeta­
bles, The route was up over the 
Kingsbury Grade, the same he had 
:followed in earlier days. 

"We would watch for his horne­
co1µing, usually spying him first 
through the treeH at the half-way 
stake on his way from :rvrarklee­
vme·. We'd he at the big gate mat 
closed off the lane to our home to 
greet him - Edil'o, Mell and I. He 
was tired, covered with dust <'IS 
were his four horses; but he gave 
us a hand and up we went over the 
side of the thoroughbrace. 

''Uncle Miles (Miles Bowler), 
mother's brother, was with us fox 
a time. He had an operation o·n his 
ear and papa was dresshig :it. 
Papa asked mama for a hairpin 
and he used that to push a cotton 
swab into Miles' ear:' I stood looli­
ing on for a few seconds, then 
fainted dead away ... " 

C1mtinl:Jl~I •tlli P ifl!ge PlQl 
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ARKLEEVILLE had a big 

.,,,::- l 1 : fire in the 1880s. "We saw 
IN · the smolrn from Hot Springs, 
~ 

:::i Della and papa going in to town in 
~ the cart to bring home the news," 

Wilda reports. 
"The entire town was almost 

destroyed. There 1,,vasn't any water 
~ system and consequently very lit~ 
R tie water handy for fighting the 
:q 

,,:P, flames. The Hansen Hotel was 
'i:t burn e cl to the ground; Riley's 
~) h o u s e back of the hotel was 
~ burned; 'Neis' Grocery, a laundry, 
f";i A.mot's dwelling, and the jail. I 
·1 believe the old courthouse escaped 
$l the hlaz-e. 
11 
'® 

"Th e Weis dwelling, a little 
hrown house occupied at the time 
by a Mr. Brown; the John Musser 
home, the Griffith house and the 
old shaky brewery also survived 
the flames. 

"The Chambers family 1 o st 
everything they had." 

At this point, recollections turn 
to early lessons and schooldays. 

"At first,- mama taught me at 
home," she recalls. "Then I rode. 
old Charlie to school a few times, 
riding behind Edith. The school 
was in Markleeville. I couldn't 
stand the rides very well and 
urged Edith to walk our horse. 
Sometimes it was 10 a.m. before 
we reached school. 

":.My first teacher was Ella Dav­
is o( Genoa. 

"Later the teacher was Timothy 
Patrick Larkin, a man who knew · 
his business but to us kids he was 
a tyrant. The time came when no 
n.n,,1. 11tr'lli,-f-nrl hi1, ..... f-n to.nnh Ol'l'tT1"\,n110 

Photo from Bancroft Library, 'University of California 

A log drive of the 1870s near Markleeville in Alpine County starts logs off to Virginia City mines and mills 

bers until the blood showed on the 
back of her neck. He whipped Hen­
ry Champagne on the hands until 
the marks showed. He had given 
us a lesson to write, and I had 
drawn lines to help keep the words 
straight across the paper, Henry 
didn't use lines. It didn't look good: 
to old T.P., so Henry got the whip-. 
ping. I was scared. 

pines, the men ate their meals in 
camp and slept in bunks arranged 
in tiers along the walls of the 
bunkhouse. 

"We always set around the din­
. ing room fireplace in the evenings, 

listening to the men tell stories 
· that were both entertaining and of 
great interest. 

"There was no gas or electricity 

cided to move to Markleeville. ; It 
would be much c1oser to .school, he 
pointed out. 

"He bought the lot from Johnny 
Hansen where the old hotel once 
stood, Then he bought the old 
Fiske Hotel in Silver Motintain. 
Fred and Tom ll/Iurphy and some 
other n1en· helped him pull the 

· Fiske Hotel down board by board 
r,,nrl 'l"\'nt"\ ., .. h1n"h n..tt i-h~ rl,v1irJ o,rln. 



to-.~~ri:-.-; q;-s~-1~-;' a~d-schooldays. 
"At ( Jt, mama taught me at 

hmne." she recalls. "Then I rode.·· 
old Charlie to school a few times, 
riding behind Edith. The· school 
was in M arkleeville. I couldn't 
stand the rides very well and 
urged Edith to walk our horse. 
Sometimes it was 10 a.m. before 
we reached school. 

"lVIv first teacher was Ella Dav­
is of Genoa. 

"Later the teacher was Timothy 
Patrick Larkin, a man who knew · 
his. lmsiness but to us kids he was 
a tsvrnnt. The time can1e when-no 
011,e wanted him to teach anymore. 
He was even hung in effigy. 

"Larkin was well educated. In 
add.Hion to teaching he was a very 
competent printer. But after his 
wife's death he became more hate• 
ful and cruel. Ir a child was caught 
misbehaving they had to stand on 

, the Stove in the schoolroom." 
Wilda didn't note whether or not 

the stove had a fire in it, although 
· she pointed out that most of the 
children were afraid they'd fall off. 

'1But th,~ fear of falling wasn't 
neijr as great as the fear of Lar­
kiri's ire," she wrote. 

'!He whipped little Alma Cham-
' 

I 
A log drive of the l 87Os near Markleeville in Alpine County starts logs off to Virginia City mines and rnills 

bers until the blood showed on the 
back of her neck. He whipped Hen­
ry Champagne on the hands until 
the marks showed. He had given 
us .a lesson to write, and I had 
drawn lines to help keep the vvords 
straight across the paper, Henry 
didn't use lines. It didn't look good: 
to old T.P., so Henry got the whip-. 
ping. I was scared,- .. 

"He whipped Mell severely one · 
, time, too." 

E VEN though the region was · 
: isolated there . was little op-, 
·- portunity to feel lon~ly at •· 

Grover Hot Springs. Charles A. · 
Grover, proprietor, was .also half; 
owner of a wood cutting enterprise . 

. with one Andy Gray-the firm of· 
, Gray and Grover. -

Their bu;;iness was to cut wood· 
and send it down Hot Springs Riv­
er in the spring freshets. Wilda i 
continues her memoirs: . · ! 

"Across the river, · among the: 

pines, the men ate their meals in 
camp and slept in bunks arranged 
in tiers along the walls of the 
bunkhouse. 

"We always set around the din-
. ing room fireplace in the evenings, 

listening to the men. tell stories 
that were both, entertaining and of 
gi·eat interest. 

_HThere ,was no gas or electricity 
in those days. No labor saving de­
vices. No telephone,· no automo­
, biles, no church, no doctor closer 
than 25 or 30 miles, no movies, no 
television, no radio. But we had 
coal oil lamps, and tanow candles. 

"We rode sometimes in a cart 
pulled bi a single hoi·se, a buggy 
with cente;rpole for two horses, a 
two-horse spring wagon, a dead · 
axle wagon for heavy hauling, or 
sometimes a buckboard. T h e n 
came the . day when I was the 
p r o u d owner of a second-hand 
phaeton. · 

''When the wood cutting slacked 
off due. to lack of trees, papa de,· 

cided to move to Markleeville. It 
would he much closer to .school, he 
pointed out. 

"He bought the lot from Johnny 
Hansen where the old hotel once 
stood. Then he bought the old 
Fiske Hotel in Silver Mountain. 
Fred and Tom Murphy and some 
other men· helped him pull -the 
Fiske H.otel down board by board 
and pile it high on the dead axle 
wagon and hauled it over the dan~ 
g e r o ti s roads into Markleeville. 
There in the 1880s they put up the 
H o t Springs Hotel, or Gro.ver 
House. It was the old J:i...,iske Hotel 
in a different setting. They used 
''the lumber, .the windows, in fact 
everything b u t the ·old square 
nails. 

"All this time mama kept the 
home fires burning at Hot Springs; 
Charlie and Edie helped her there, 
but I went to Silver Mountain with 
Atmt Della anclpapa and the workq 
n1en ... '' 

-THE !(NAVE 
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Seveit1i:J,l hundred .persons· became p,art.of a.
field tri1j spons-ofec\ by th_� Nevada Hfstor1c�l. 
Society of .B,eno .Wheh · they . trekked down old 
rnad,s fro:m Cqt:s'0n- City v1a- Genoa to lVIatkfo,e_; 

vme one Sunday in September. , _ .. 
:Leavil;g· the· Carno1i. High· School football 

field at 10 ,a.m .. where the tiour sfarted, the 
la1rge entourage traveled through historic Car­
son City, Nevada's pretty Uttle capital. Named 
aiter the �amous guide, Kit Carson, this quaint 
town occupies an importa,i1t and unique niche 
in. the state's history. It was at one _time a 
division. point on the Pony EXJPress rout�, _ahd 
also etther ,a ,terminal or impoo'tant · divi!si,l>ll · 
point for ,seven toll roads, five teilegiral:J<h lines,•: 
and distributing point for cut lumber and tin1her ; 
frnm eairly saw mms. Being on the main route·
of rube Oveil.'land Trail, it s·erved, too a1s the cen- 1
tral supply. line fair v1arious mining disitric1ts. 
'Hhe . hi,storic Vir)g111i,a and Trnckee Railroad 
claimed the town as its centi1al te,rmi,hal with. 
routes running to Virginia City, Silve11• City, Reino 
and Minden. 

Ca11son City is proud of its· fine museum, 
ma,n:y initeire1s1tih!g 'old 'honies co>I'i\bahihi,g _beauti.-• 

,fula:ntiqure furnitu're,·:,and exquislt-e\cut'lg1a:ss;,itnd, · .. 

Ha11k Monk Orove Stage m the 'SO'i: 
chiria and its stately old capitol building. 

Hi.sto,ry buffs were. guided out of town hy 
control cars in· the caravan onto a cli11t ro,acl, 
which is a poI'tion of the original emigrant road 
and the Pony Express trail, and only one - half 
mile from the tour's starting point. 

Approximately another mile farther wa,; 
mice the center of the -Carson-Tahoe Lumber 
and Fluming Company wood yard. Although 
this co<J.npany ait one ti.me carried on extensive 
lumbe1r 01perations, nothin1g remains today. 

Several miles · from this and across Clear 
Creek was the-famous Clear Creek Station, and 
to t'he west was Rufus Walton's toll road, the 
first one up Clear Creek Canyon leading to Lake 
Bigler (Tahoe). Toll was paid here by ·weary 
emigrants, a1Jd a wagon yard and blacksmith 
shop serviced the Pony Express, as well as giv­
ing aid to freight teams and stage coaches. T'l'w 
Overland Telegraph Line p,assecl t1hrough thi,s 
p,oint. 

This same road winds through 1Je.autiful 
Jack;s Valley all the way to Genoa. Loe-Rte-cl 
in the valley are seveml old dwellings surrounc1-
ed by stately groups of Lom1mTdi poplars and 
many vene,rable co.ttonwooc1 trees planted hy 
the l.VIormons wherever they lotcated . 

. The most_ unique old place is the Rufus 
Adams Imme over 100 years old, owned today 

. by. a grand·son of the original pio-nee,r. 'l'his out­
s(1anding structure consisted of a -22 - room co,m­
'bination ho,nie ai'ld hotel constructed of brick 
fired on the property. It boasted, too, of a bar 
and. large dining room, witih a dance hall up­
stairs, and· at the time vvas one of the i:nost- irn-
1porbant stopping place,s on the early road. Mr. 
Adams ha•s re•stored the building, and in the 
north wing w11ich co-ntains six small bedrooms, 
has in::1ta1lecl a powerful amateur radio tr-ans­
·rn,i1tter. This i,s a fair cry from what the emi­
grant guests were accustomed to so long ago.

The caravan stopped in Genoa for appr1oxi-
1111ately two hours, and after eatin1g lunch in the
pi.cnic airea of the old fort, me:mbern had ample
oippm1tunity to inspect the many historical at­
trnctions of this tiny settlement.

Of considerable interest to spectatol'S were
numerous authentic 1da-ncei.'J do11e; in !full r,eg a-Ha· , 1 r
on a w100-den platform insi�1e , the I fort by !b.v�

I I 
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,simall boys, sons 0£ a - Cheyenne Indian, ._ who 
: nar1,ated the history of each dance. 
. One of Nevada's first dwellings; 'Dhe Pink 

i-Iouise, located dh'ectly across from the rebuilt 
· M0rrmon Station, on the Old River Road, now 
known as Genoa Lane, attracted many persons. 
This house was the re1sidence of a reowned Nev­
ada Judge, D. W. Virgin, and it has recently 
lleen restored. It is believed that the main section 
of t1be house was moved to the site, and was 
the home of Col. John Reeise, Reese with his 
brother,· Eno.ch, and nephew, Stephen A. Kin­
sey, we,re the fi1•st Nevada settlers who arrived 
from Salt Lake City in 1851 and operated Mor­
mon Station. 'fhe Pink House has eleven rooms 
each containing much of the original furnishings._ 

Mormon Station is now an historic state 
monument and many interesting relics perbain­
ing. to the ea1Jy settlers a1re on display in the 
museum. Among these relics are bearskin driv­
jng · gloves, w'orn by Hank Monk, colorful sta1ge 
coach driver of the West; two telegraph insulat­
ors, and a sendiPg key and receiver of the Over­
land Telegraph established in 1859. Of interest, 
also is a hand-carved cradle rnade by Snffw­
shoe Thompson for his only son, Arthur, and 
Nevada's first grist mill stone, built in 1854 for 
the Mormons. 

Reese's tir•adi,ng post provided tihe emigrants 
with food, clothing, and implements. Later he 
expanded his facilities to include a grist arnd 
.sawmill, and blacksmith shop. It ·wasn't until 
1856 that a colony o,f approxirnately 70 families 
w-as sent to Carson Val1ev. 'I'his group laid qut 
streets, and renamed the town Genoa. The 
following year all Mormon seddlers were caUed 
hnck to Salt Lake City to help defend it aigainst 
the Unite::l States Anny. 

Tol11rs Create 

Ne,,v Interest 

111 State's Past 
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Although there was a way station, toll 
house, lumber mill, general store and several 
homes here, about the only thing left in Freder­
icksburg at the present time is a well-kept 
cemetery where many first settlers are buried. 

Woodforcfa, five miles from Fredericksbur'g, 
,vas a resting place for einigrants coming 
thro11 gh the a:rea, and was a junction point for 
the toll road over Ebbett's Pass. Here, too, was 
loc•ated a Pony Express station, telegraph 
station, saloon, large hotel, blacksmith sihop and 
wagon yard. Like Fredericksburg nothing much 
remains. It is, howeveir, a supply point and gate­
·way to excellent camping and fishing aireas in 
the_ high Sierras. . 

· Approximately seven miles from Fre~e­
ricksburg the caravan reached the end of its 
field trip at Markleeville. Although i,J.1 California, 
it was at one time considered Utah Teirritoy, 
and later Nevada Territory. Its first settlers were 
members of the same emigrant trains that settl­
ed in Nevada valleys. When Nevada became 
a state in 1864, its citizens were disgruntled to 
discover they lived in Ca1if0,,··nia when Alpine 

overlooldng the town. On a recent visit to this 
area, Mr. Orval Johnson, President of the Na­
tional Association of Restoration Speciali:sts, 
·was attracted by this school, and impressed with 
the desirability of savjng it as a symbol of Al­
p,ine Counly's pa,st. He was impressed, too, that 
a group of people known a·s the A1pine County 
Historical Society of the smallest county of Cali-, 
fornia ·were dete1'!11.ined to save the little one 
1room school. 

The Old Webster School was built in 1882 
by the people of Markleeville who did all the 
work themselves. The school continued in use 
until the new Webster School opened in H129. 

The National Association of Restoration 
Specialists has restored historic buildings 
throughout the United State,s. They aid people 
interested in rnstoring relics by fu1rnishing a 
J)•rospectus including detailed plans and cost es­
iimates. All work on the school house has been 
done on a volunteer basis, and to date l1as in­
drnled: a new foundation and flooring, re-•shingl­
ed roof, repair of bell tower, siding replaced, 
window and door casing repaired and the 'Nood 



1 Ne,,v Interest 

State's Past 

The old brick cou1dhouse acrnss the street 
froxn the trading po,st also has a fine display of 
items pertaining to the past, as well as numerous 
beautiful paintings of the late Hans Meyer 
Kessel. 

Members of the caravan were loath to leave 
such an interesting p:tace, and it took consider­
able urging by _Walter Mulcahy, .. na1rrator of 
historical sites, to get everyone on the road 
again. 

Approximately two miles farthei· south the 
caravan passed Walley's Hot Springs, which 
was aQ1 elegant spa in the 1880's, featuring a 
luxuriot~s 40-room hotel, swim.ming pool, and 
adjoining bath houses. Hundreds of people 
visite·d this place yearly to enjoy its medicinal 
waters. mm farther at the foot of Daggett Pass, 
it was a very popular route to Lake Tahoe and 
California after 1860. The present owner has 
completely restored this famous old station, and 
it is now one of the most attractive and authen­
tic historical remnants of the past still standing 
111 the entire Carson Valley. Henry Van Sickle 
made hiHtory by doing away ·with Nevada's bad 
man of the early 1860's, the notorious Sam 
Brown. Turning west at this station, the Pony 
Express went through Daggett Pass, up Haw­
ley Grade to the summit. 

· Leavi11g this point, vhe caravan progre:s:sed 
to Moti:svme named for Isia,ac Mott, who. sup­
no,sedly built hi1s fil'st house fr'Om wago11 boards. 
He also carved a windo,w s,ash ornt with a jack­
knife, and paid 75 cents for 'lx9 panes of · glass 
to fill it. Mrs. Mott is repor,ted to have been 
the first perm,a,nent lady settleir in Carson Valley. 

Clnse by lVfottsville was Sheridan, then 
Fredericksburg, originally f:ettled as a way 
station on the Ree1se-Mott toll l'O•ad which runs 
west Oif the preisent highway. In the beginning, 
Frede:ricksburg 1,.vas piart of.Carson County, Utah 
TePritory, and 1'a1ter dedared Nevada Territory. 
Following the Schmidt State Boundary Survey 
of 1873, however, it was found to he a little over 
1.5 miles in the State of California. 

The Ree•se - Mott charte1r ·wa1s no,t recogniz­
ed by the State of California after 1873. At this 
point the original emigrant trail and toll road, 
which t1he c1arava,n pai4alleled and crossed from 
time to time on tlhe field; t:i;ip, emds ,,~nd, nn11s 

Approximately seven miles trom l'Teae­
ricksburg the ce an reached the end of its 
field trip at Marl{ )me. Although in California, 
it was at one time considered Utah Territoy, 
and later Nevada Territory. Its first settlers were 
n1embers oftbe same emigrant trains that settl­
ed in Nevada valleys. When Nevada became 
a state in 1864, its citizens were disgruntled to 
discover they lived in Ca lifr>,~nia when A1pii1e 
County was for•med. 

Jacob Marklee took un a land claim of 160 
acres on the present location of the town in Se,p­
ternber 1851. He established a trading post and 
toll. station on the Markleeville creek, the pre­
sent location of the Alpine County courthouse. 

Members of the tour linge,red in this lovely 
little town,. vi·sited the. museum· located in the 
biaseme11t · of the school west of town, the old 
Alpine Hotel, and the dilapidaited old Jail. The 
Alpine County His.torical Society is restoring 
several old· buildings in the area, including. a 
quaint little school house perched high on a hill 

close1r to the.foot .nf ttie mo1Jntains., ,,,, , ··•: , ,; ., , ., , ,, . 

;::;peciansrn nas restorea mstonc mrnmngs 
throughout the United Stat.es, ·1ey aid lJeople 
interested in restoring relics .1 fu1rnisliing a 
r-rospectus including detailed plans and cost es­
iimates. All work on the school house has been 
done on a volunteer basis, and to date has in­
chi.de·d: a new foundation and flooring, re--shingl­
ed roof, repair of bell tower, siding replaced, 
wh1dow and door casing repaired and the wood 
treated with a preservative. The Association 
has presented the Alpine County Historical 
Society with 20 desks of the type used in the 
school in the early days. As soon as the scl10ol 
js completely restored it will lrn painted white 
,vith red trim, and ·will be open to the public as 
an example of school btuld~11~s c_>f the pa~t e_ra. 

Throughout the entire trip 1t was v1ewmg 
0M b11ilclir,gs ancl othe,r r~lics of forme,r glory 
that made the effort worth while. Beautiful 
scenery was also plentiful for camera bugs, and 
other people enjoyed visiting with old timers 
as they relived exciting events of the past. 
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